
 

 

McMaster Students Union Incorporated Meeting 
Sunday, November 1, 2015 – SRA 15I 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
 

Called to Order at 9:32pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ali, Almeida, Cao, Caramento, Clayton, Dales, D’Angela, D’Souza, Enriquez, Faruqui, 

Gillis, Guarna, Hsu, Ibe, Jama, Krause, Kula, Manning, McDougall, Mirza, Muramatsu, 
Mutoigo, Nadarajah, Nestico-Semianiw, Ngo, Oliver, Pakkal, Pita, Pour-Bahreini, 
Tambakis, Sun, Yazdankia  

Absent Excused Burke, Stegmaier 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Raymond Khanano (MSU Member), Gilbert Baiden (MSU Member),  

Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Director), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity 
Services Assistant Director), Hayley Regis (WGEN Coordinator), Daymon Oliveros (SCSN 
Director), Labika Ghani (MSU Member), Jonathon Tonietto (MSU member),  
Kamini Persaud (MSU member), Amanda Weldon (Observer), Justin Monaco-Barnes 
(Underground Media+ Design Service Coordinator), Christine Yachouh (Advocacy 
Coordinator), Ryan MacDonald (Research Assistant), Alex Wilson (TAC Coordinator), 
Mike Gill (Spark Coordinator), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Micaela Millard (McMaster 
Marching Band), Carter McInnis (Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner), Jennifer Wang 
(MSU Member), Inna Berditchevskaia (MSU Speaker), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Ehima Osazuwa 
 
1. Adopt the minutes from MSU Inc – SRA 15G – September 27, 2015 
 
Moved by Yazdankia, seconded by Sun that the Full Members of the Corporation approve the minutes for MSU Inc 
– 15G – September 27, 2015 as circulated. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
2.   Approve the allocation of funds for the Compass Renovation 
 
Moved by D’Angela, seconded by Yazdankia that the Full Members of the Corporation allocate $36,000 from the 
Capital Growth Fund for Compass Renovations. 
 

 D’Angela went over the memo with the Full Members. He explained that he brought this forward to get 
approval, as well as thoughts for the future of Compass.  

 Gillis stated that he was opposed to a full allocation of the funds.  
 Tambakis stated that he was opposed to the allocation and felt that students shouldn’t have to pay 

another cent for Compass as they lose money each year. He felt that there wasn’t a clear strategy for 
Compass to recover the losses.  

 Sun stated that he spoke to those who work at Compass and they’ve expressed that the space needs an 
upgrade. He stated that even if they are losing money it is a valuable resource for students.  

 Nadarajah felt that there would be merit to the allocation.  
 Gillis asked if they left Compass the way it was would it be AODA compliant. Gillis ceded the rest of his 

time to D’Angela.  
 D’Angela responded that he wasn’t sure. He explained that with the money in place improvements could 

be made. He explained that if they want a smaller renovation that is their prerogative. He explained that 
he would assume that with the money that is already allocated some changes could be made.  
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 Caramento stated that she had no problem with trying to improve Compass, but that the money being 
asked for was too high for the changes being made.  

 Ali asked if large expenditures should be put through the Finance Committee first. He felt that they should 
go there before coming forward to the Assembly. Ali ceded the rest of his time to D’Angela.  

 D’Angela responded that capital expenses don’t go through the Finance Committee. He explained that 
they could but this is on the table now and it’s how they started the process. D’Angela added that capital 
requests usually go to Executive Board. He stated that he brought this here to see what everyone wanted 
to do and being AODA compliant is their top concern, so it should be one of the first things they address.  

 Gillis wondered if they could take this back and get specifics on how much it would cost just to make it 
AODA compliant.  

 Nadarajah stated that she didn’t have a problem with allocating but would like more information. She 
added that she wasn’t sure how much they can look into this if it was time sensitive. She explained that 
she would be happy to keep what was allocated but wanted the specifics of the extra $36,000.  

 Mirza asked why the estimate went up.  
 D’Angela responded that the contractor for the mill work increased from the beginning of the summer, 

and had the quote increased by $30,000. He explained that they then went to another company and their 
quote was still higher than they liked. D’Angela added that this also takes into consideration taxes and 
contingencies. He explained that the previous quotes didn’t have that before.  

 Sun asked if they approved the previous allocation at SRA 15B.  
 D’Angela responded that they did.  
 Jama asked if it was possible to get a list of services that were in compliance with AODA.  
 Tambakis stated that if they cut funding for federal lobbying because it was too much, they shouldn’t be 

spending $81,000 on a service that doesn’t make money. He stated that not only does Compass lose 
money it could be done cheaper.  

 Gillis stated that they received $60,000 from SLEF. He asked if he should do a straw poll to see if they 
could use that money to be AODA compliant and leave it at that. He figured that they need a central 
location and it’s great for tickets and other things. Gillis felt that they need Compass but he didn’t know if 
they could justify spending that money.  

 D’Angela cautioned using just SLEF funds because they only received the funding because the MSU was 
putting in some of their own money. He felt strongly against removing the money the members already 
allocated. He explained that it would change the SLEF application, and it would have to be re-evaluated if 
it was changed.  

 Dales stated that nothing has been contributed to the space since 2002, and that they have to spend 
money to make money. He explained that this is their service and it needs to be compliant with AODA and 
has to have a bigger space. Dales stated that if every thirteen years they are putting in $60,000 then they 
should.  

 Guarna stated that to her knowledge none of them are millwrights. They don’t know what an outrageous 
price would be to get this done. She asked the members to keep this in mind and stick to what they feel 
comfortable spending as an organization, and if they want to invest in their services.  

 Jama stated that there is a mess down there, especially when line-ups block the elevators.  
 Gillis stated that he wouldn’t mind seeing the costing for just AODA compliance, in addition to this quote.  
 D’Angela explained that if they did that then it would re-imagine the scope of the project. He stated that 

there are changes to the desk and security that need to be made. He explained that they could still work 
with the money already allocated and see what they can get, but if it isn’t much he will have to come back 
to the members.  

 Gillis stated that it’s their due diligence to push back against this as it would be a substantial increase.  
 Guarna stated that she would be voting in favour of this as AODA compliance was important to her, as 

well as that Compass needs improvement as it provides value to students and enhances student lives. 
 Hsu asked if they could be provided a ranked system of what is a priority to spend, and go from there. Hsu 

ceded the rest of her time to D’Angela.  
 D’Angela responded that they just need to ask, and there doesn’t need to be a motion for that. He 

explained that they are working on a list of priorities.  
  Krause felt that they should authorize the full amount to be allocated.  
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 Gillis stated that the VP Finance came for their opinion and due diligence, and that they should stick with 
the original allocation and see what the contractors can do for that amount of money.  

 Tambakis explained that he would like to draw the line at AODA compliance and leave it at that and not 
spend more money than needed. He stated he was against this allocation as there isn’t a clear vision for 
the service.  

 
Moved by Sun, seconded by Stegmaier to Call to Question 
 
Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 5 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Jama, Clayton, Gillis, Yazdankia, Tambakis 

Abstained: Ngo, Muramatsu, Ali 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote on Motion  
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 8 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Nestico-Semianiw, Gillis, Hsu, Nadarajah, Oliver, Almeida, Mirza, Tambakis 

Abstained: D’Angela, Jama 
Motion Passes 

 
3.  Approve the expenditure of funds for the Compass Renovation 
 
Moved by D’Angela, seconded by Guarna that the Full Members of the Corporation expend $36,000 from the 
Capital Growth Fund for Compass Renovations.  
 

 D’Angela stated that they voted to allocate so it would make sense to expend so that they could start the 
renovations.  

 
Vote on Motion  
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Nestico-Semianiw, Gillis, Tambakis 

Abstained: Jama, D’Angela 
Motion Passes 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Hsu, seconded by Stegmaier that the meeting of the Full Members of MSU Incorporated be adjourned.  
 

Motion Passes by General Consent 
 
Adjourned at 10:22pm 
 
/vs 

 


