
 

 
Student Representative Assembly Meeting 15I 

Sunday, November 1, 2015 at 5:00 pm 
Council Chambers, GH 111 

 
 

Called to Order at 5:02pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ali, Almeida, Cao, Clayton, Dales, D’Angela, Enriquez, Faruqui, Gillis, Guarna, Hsu, Ibe, 

Jama, Krause, Kula, Manning, McDougall, Mirza, Muramatsu, Mutoigo, Nadarajah, 
Nestico-Semianiw, Ngo, Oliver, Pakkal, Pita, Pour-Bahreini, Sun, Tambakis, Yazdankia  

Absent Excused Burke, Stegmaier 
Absent  
Late  Caramento, D’Souza, Osazuwa 
Others Present Raymond Khanano (MSU Member), Gilbert Baiden (MSU Member),  

Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Director), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity 
Services Assistant Director), Hayley Regis (WGEN Coordinator), Daymon Oliveros (SCSN 
Director), Labika Ghani (MSU Member), Jonathon Tonietto (MSU member),  
Kamini Persaud (MSU member), Amanda Weldon (Observer), Justin Monaco-Barnes 
(Underground Media & Design Services Coordinator), Patrick Kim (The Silhouette), 
Christine Yachouh (Advocacy Coordinator), Ryan MacDonald (Research Assistant),  
Alex Wilson (TAC Coordinator), Mike Gill (Spark Coordinator), Dave Moore (MSUAA), 
Micaela Millard (McMaster Marching Band), Carter McInnis (Bylaws & Procedures 
Commissioner), Jennifer Wang (MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Inna Berditchevskaia  
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Faruqui, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as presented. 
 
Amendment 
Moved by D’Angela, seconded by Osazuwa to switch Business Items #1 and #2. 
 

 Gillis asked what the rationale was.  
 D’Angela responded that he felt that this was something that everyone would like to talk about.  

 
Vote on Amendment  
 

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Ali 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote to Adopt Agenda  
Moved by Faruqui, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly adopt the agenda, as amended. 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Speaker welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the observers to please sign and pass 
around the observer’s list.  
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly adopt the minutes from SRA meeting 15J – October 
18, 2015, as circulated. 
 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Guarna 

Motion Passes 
 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Moved by Krause, seconded by Oliver to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor to be 10 minutes for the 
presentation, and 15 minutes of questions.  
 
Vote on Parameters  
 

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
1.  McMaster Marching Band – Miranda Clayton and Miceala Millard presented  
 

 Clayton and Millard went over presentation with the Assembly.  
 
Questions  

 Osazuwa asked about the space and relationship with Ath & Rec. Clayton responded that they are 
currently lacking space for practising, and they are trying to book space wherever they can. She explained 
that Ath & Rec did book them space but then took it away. Clayton added that they can’t move the time 
of the practise but they can move the day, and Ath & Rec aren’t being accommodating. She explained that 
their membership has decreased due to the stress of members not knowing where they were practising. 
Clayton stated that in terms of their relationship, it has gotten better. She explained that coaches are 
excited that MMB is at their games. Clayton added that the relationship could be better.  

 Jama asked how the MSU could help about the membership decrease. Clayton responded that MMB is 
consisted of mostly engineering students so they lose them to capstone or co-op, and surprisingly a lot of 
people have Monday and Wednesday night classes. Clayton stated that the best the SRA could help out is 
by knowing the basics of MMB.  

 Ibe asked Clayton to speak more about the relationship with School of the Arts. Clayton responded that in 
previous years a president angered a few people in SOTA so currently MMB doesn’t have the best 
relationship with them. She explained that they did have a meeting with the director of SOTA recently and 
wrote an apology letter to the person that the previous president was rude to.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  Business Caucus – Tambakis presented  
 

 Tambakis summarized the report.  
 
Questions 

 Guarna stated that the report said the survey would be run in October, and it is now November 1. 
Tambakis responded that he meant November.  

 Nadarajah asked what conversations they have had with faculty about scheduling the survey. Krause 
responded that DCS met with the president and vice president academic and discussed what they would 
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like to see, and it’s now in the transition phase and they will be meeting with the associate dean to see 
what they would like to get out of the survey.  

 
2.  Engineering Caucus – Mirza presented 
 

 Mirza reported that they have completed a few of their objectives on the yearplan, and that they have 
been making efforts to attend MES meetings. She added that they also organized Eng Women Talk events.  

 
3.  Bylaws and Procedures Commissioner – McInnis presented  
 

 McInnis summarized the report.  
 
4.  Services Commissioner - Clayton presented 
 

 Clayton summarized the report.  
 
5.  Executive Board – Ibe presented 
 

 Ibe summarized the report.  
 
6.  Vice-President (Education) – Nestico-Semianiw presented  
 

 Nestico-Semianiw summarized the report.  
 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Guarna reported that they were in the middle of hiring, and the most recently hired PTM was the CLAY 
Coordinator, Jonathan Davis. She added that she was in the middle of hiring two other PTMs: Horizons 
and Maccess. Guarna reported that this year for hiring they are trying to make the process more fair and 
transparent by changing the interview to show competencies for the job and reflected by the candidates. 
She felt that this would allow more people to get involved who haven’t previously been a part of the 
MSU. Guarna added that this is being done on top of also putting together on boarding packages to get 
new PTMs into their roles faster. She explained that the draft is almost complete and that she will be 
circulating this to the current PTMs for feedback and giving it to the new ones.  

 D’Angela reported that the MSU has been getting a lot of questions about when the opt-out 
reimbursements are being sent to students. He explained that they are looking at mid-November as they 
haven’t received the fees yet from the University. He stated that the University has been very slow about 
handing over fees. Operationally, the MSU is fine, but for the opt-out funds, it is $1.6 million and the MSU 
does not have money for that. D’Angela reported that in the past two weeks the Student Services 
Committee agreed to have a campus capacity study to directly focus on non-academic student space. He 
explained that it will cost $60,000 but it won’t be coming just from the MSU; he explained that SLEF, MSU, 
and the University will be bringing forward funds. D’Angela stated that he will be bringing forward a 
motion for the MSU’s share of the bill. D’Angela explained that the study will look at metrics on how much 
space the University has in key areas for student life outside of MUSC.  

 Oliver reported that the course wiki event is this Thursday evening in the MSU Boardroom. She stated 
that if anyone is interested in coming to the event to please bring their laptop to check it out. Oliver 
reported that the Ontario Post-Secondary Student Survey is coming out this year and asked for everyone 
to fill it out as it is very informative in helping for research and policies. Oliver reported that they will be 
doing course evaluations in collaboration with the Academic Affairs Council, and although one of the 
limitations will be that VP Academics aren’t mandated to go to the meetings, they are trying to make it an 
‘across school’ campaign.  
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 Hsu reported that there was an idea earlier this year proposed by Raymond Khanano on having caucus 
leader meetings. She stated that she has sent messages to the leaders last week and will hopefully be 
holding the meetings soon.  

 Guarna reported that this Tuesday will be a volunteer appreciation night at TwelvEighty. She explained 
that every executive and volunteer of the MSU has been invited. Guarna reported that she has joined the 
Young Women’s Advisory Council for the YWCA. 

 Sun reported that a MSU seat on the Elections Committee will be opening up.  
 D’Angela thanked everyone who came to the budget town hall last week. He said if anyone had any ideas 

for it to be better attended next time to let him know. D’Angela reported that they held their first 
Emergency Bursary Working Group meeting, and they spoke about possibly changing rules and looking 
into logistics.  

 Tambakis reported that last week they had their first Syrian Refugee Steering Committee meeting.  
 Ibe reported that next week is international education week and it will be celebrated on November 5 in 

Bridges.  
 Yachouh thanked the SRA for sharing Mac Votes.  
 Oliveros reported that November 16-27 they will be working on the student housing campaign.  
 D’Angela on behalf of Burke gave their medal to Enriquez.  
 Jama gave their medal to Oliver.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Yazdankia asked if it was time to look for another way to get meetings to be live-streamed, as the 
Silhouette wasn’t there again. He felt that the SRA should be accessible and move on. D’Angela responded 
that they had a Silhouette Board of Publications meeting on Thursday and he was under the impression 
that they were coming. He explained that they are currently in disagreement at the moment if it is their 
responsibility to stream the meetings or not. D’Angela added that this meeting was something that they 
definitely wanted to do, so he will be discussing this at the Board of Directors meeting as this is very 
important. D’Angela stated that they hope to come up with a solution that they can all agree with.  

 Jama asked Guarna if there were any updates on the HR research. Guarna responded that she hasn’t done 
any more research as they are still waiting to hear back from factor[e] to see if they can do a module. She 
added that there are still discussions about full-time staff that they can’t have here.  

 Jama asked about a club asking for follow-up on a complaint. She asked who would be able to address 
this. Osazuwa responded that they can follow up with the Clubs Administrator.  

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Addressing Constitutional Changes Petition for Referendum  
 
Moved by Clayton, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a ___ recommendation for the changes to the 
MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015. 
 

 Oliver stated that they have to discuss this today.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly amend the motion to read “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a positive recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution 
based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 

 Osazuwa stated that this will start discussion and if the Assembly is opposed to the amendment they can 
change it. He added that he would like for this to happen.  

 Clayton stated she agreed as she was going to amend the motion.  
 Osazuwa added that he doesn’t care about the statement he just wanted to be able to debate it and 

asked the Assembly to pass the amendment and go with that.  
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 Gillis stated that if they debate this now there is a chance they will be debating this twice.  
 Guarna clarified that this doesn’t mean that they agree with the motion if the amendment was passed, 

and that they will be able to vote down the main motion later on if they’d like.  
 Oliver stated that she will be voting against the amendment as the recommendation that came from the 

VP Ad-Hoc Committee was to keep the election as an SRA election. Oliver hoped that everyone had read 
the report. She explained that there were votes on different options but the recommendation that came 
out as number one was to keep within the SRA. Oliver explained that research proved voter fatigue may 
be a concern and also that SRA voter turnout is lower than Presidential Elections. She added that another 
thing to be aware of is that they want the best candidate.  

 D’Angela agreed with Oliver. He stated that conversations on governing structure should define someone 
as an individual. He explained that he would be voting against this because he doesn’t see tangible 
benefits from making this change. He felt that advocacy wouldn’t become better by holding vice president 
elections at large. D’Angela stated that voter turnout dropped in half in other schools when moving to an 
at-large system. He asked for the Assembly to vote the amendment down and look into ways of making 
the system better.  

 Osazuwa confessed that he got sad whenever McMaster got compared to other schools. He explained 
that the MSU can do better than other schools. He felt that the vote should be put into the MSU 
member’s hand. He asked why the SRA members would be more knowledgeable than MSU members at 
large.  He explained that it was false and pointed out to the other referendums held, and explained that 
students can make the right decisions.  Osazuwa stated that they are always talking about engaging 
students, and this would be the best way. He asked the Assembly to vote in favour of the amendment.  

 Nestico-Semianiw stated that he was against the amendment as well. He stated that he went to the VP 
Ad-Hoc meetings, spoke to fellow OUSA schools, and they don’t like the idea of vice president elections at 
large. Nestico-Semianiw stated that they need to be pragmatic. He stated that the research in the 
committee has spoken to the same things and that the SRA shouldn’t ignore hard work. He felt that the 
SRA was the best to make these decisions, as he didn’t know what he was doing in his first year voting in 
Presidentials as he wasn’t involved and didn’t realize the impact. He felt that SRA members are engaged, 
and it’s harder for those at-large to know the intricacies of the MSU. Nestico-Semianiw stated that at-
large is a way to engage the popular vote, and that if he had to run for his position at-large he wouldn’t 
have done it. He acknowledged that the system wasn’t perfect but they could change it to be better.  

 Jama stated that this was going to referendum regardless, and that they should be focusing on what 
students want. She stated that this should be a positive recommendation so that those who signed the 
petition can feel that the MSU heard them.  

 Guarna stated that she will be voting against the amendment. Her reason was that they shouldn’t be 
taking stances on referenda, and she felt that the recommendation should be a neutral one. She added 
that students should make the choice for themselves.  

 Sun asked about the VP Ad-Hoc recommendation and wanted to know how it was voted on. He asked if 
someone could answer his question. Sun ceded his time to the Speaker. The Speaker stated that voting 
was done in a ranked system, and the results came out of the secondary count and there were seven in 
favour of elections being done internally, with two in favour of the second option as well as the third 
option.  

 Gillis stated that he would be speaking in favour of amending this motion to be a positive 
recommendation. He stated that he has been elected successfully with platform points. He stated that the 
SRA wasn’t elected to tell students whether or not they should be able to have their vice presidents be 
elected at large. He stated that they received over 900 signatures from students asking for the 
referendum to happen because they felt that the MSU wasn’t addressing their needs. He thought it was 
insulting to be telling students that they shouldn’t have the right to referendum.  

 Ibe stated that he was curious about how the Assembly ended up with the current system and what the 
rationale behind it. He asked Dave Moore to answer. Ibe ceded his time to Dave Moore. Moore stated 
that he concurred with Osazuwa and Gillis that it is not the place of the SRA to tell a member of the 
student body how to vote. Moore added that the Constitution states that a recommendation must be 
done on a petition submitted, and it can be neutral if they wish it. He stated that the Speaker was correct 
in letting the Assembly know it was going to referendum regardless. Moore explained that back in 1964 
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the position were senior officers and were full-time students, and over time expanded. He stated that 
there has been an evolution over time due to the sheer size of the organization. Moore stated that the 
Assembly should be making an informed argument and vote.  

 Clayton stated that she was voting in favour of this as she felt that students will benefit from this system.  
 Nadarajah stated that they have heard a lot about students signing the petition and other students being 

in favour of this. She explained that last year everyone took the time to meet with VP candidates and 
critically comparing them and not every MSU member would take that same initiative. She pointed out 
that 900 students do not constitute 22,000 students. Nadarajah stated that the Assembly should vote this 
amendment down and put forward a negative recommendation as she doesn’t see what the MSU will 
gain by having vice president elections at large. Nadarajah added that she doesn’t see why the SRA would 
want to keep the vice presidents accountable if they weren’t voted in by the Assembly.  

 Oliver echoed Nadarajah’s sentiments. She doesn’t believe that this would be accessible as this would 
require the candidates talking to everyone. Also, anyone who was on a presidential campaign team knows 
that they need to start months in advance and they would need a framework of friends who are willing to 
give up their time. Oliver added that vice president candidates don’t spend their entire year working 
towards their nomination. She asked the Assembly to imagine finding a slate that they would fit in, and 
how they would find this to be if they weren’t a student in the know. Oliver thought that this was a big 
concern about those considering running.  

 D’Angela stated that representative democracy is just a good as direct democracy. He reminded members 
that Canada is a democracy but has ministers who are selected within Cabinet. D’Angela stated that 
accessibility is a big issue. He explained that he has run in two at large elections and has done two internal 
vice president elections. D’Angela felt that he would have done a lot better at an at large election but not 
everyone fares the same. He stated that a one hour meeting with the SRA can put a lot more depth into 
something than a one minute class talk. D’Angela added that he would support a negative 
recommendation.  

 Osazuwa stated that he felt that those sitting on the VP Ad-Hoc committee would benefit from the 
current system, and that people went into that committee with an opinion and that minds weren’t 
changed with research. Osazuwa stated that D’Angela spoke about running at large will benefit those who 
are popular, which is true. He explained that the candidate would only need to convince 18 people to 
nominate them and they would have friends who would vote for them. Osazuwa stated that he believed 
that he won because he was the best candidate, not the most popular. He added that when the vice 
president candidates ran they probably put in 100 hours over 8-10 days and that isn’t accessible.  

 Wilson agreed with Nadarajah. He stated that he met with a lot of Assembly members over the past week 
and spoke to his concerns about the SRA not being accessible to students. He felt that would not be an 
issue of the vice president elections, it would be the issue of the SRA. Wilson stated that this vote is a 
recommendation on a student body and if by voting ‘yes’ the ‘no’ side has been silenced. Especially if the 
‘yes’ side had been using questionable means. He felt that this referendum would be great but it isn’t 
giving two sides of the story.  

 Krause stated that he would be voting against the amendment and agreed with the points of all who said 
no. He stated that they have been hearing that the SRA saying ‘no’ to this will be silencing the voice of 
students. He disagreed with that statement as the referendum will still be happening. He explained that 
the Assembly taking a stance is their opinion based on what the Ad-Hoc committee did with their 
research. He explained that it wasn’t about silence, it was about their recommendation. Krause stated 
that voter turnout is incredible high for a school their size. He asked the Assembly to imagine a first year 
student who would have to vote for four board members and a society executive, this is close to twenty 
people. He stated that expecting that someone would or could actively work and understand each role 
and position is crazy. He asked the Assembly to imagine that there were three people running in each 
position, which would be 63 platforms that would have to be read. Krause stated that this student would 
not be informed and educated in each one. Krause stated that the Assembly was talking about this would 
remove bias. He disagreed and felt that anything can add bias, and that it is more common for someone 
glancing at posters to make up their mind, allowing for students to not be engaged. Krause stated that 
their system is tried and true and has produced incredible results. He felt that the students couldn’t care 
less and as the SRA they should be working hard and making sure these students are engaged.  
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 Caramento felt that if this motion was voted down they would be telling students that the Assembly felt 
that students weren’t capable of choosing an appropriate vice president. She felt that students clearly 
want to be engaged and it’s the SRA’s job to make sure they could be. Caramento reminded the Assembly 
that they don’t know what’s best for their student union and that they aren’t any different than the other 
students. She reminded the Assembly that reading a 20 page platform is nothing compared to what they 
have to read for class, and asking students to read isn’t that difficult.  

 Dales explained that he would be voting against this. He explained that he was elected with a 14% turnout 
in his by-election, which is less than the presidential election. He explained that if they tell students not to 
vote and keep it the same way it will give them the impression that the Assembly knows better. He added 
that at the same time the students who want to read the platforms and side for things will be the ones to 
vote. He felt that basically there could have been worse people who signed the petition, and half of those 
were probably signing strictly based on money.  

 
Moved by Sun, seconded by Cao to Call to Question. 
 
Vote on Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 12 Opposed: 17 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Manning, Ibe, Gillis, Jama, Clayton, McDougall, Pakkal, Nadarajah, Ngo, D’Souza, Yazdankia, Mutoigo, 

Mirza, Ali, Faruqui, Tambakis 
Abstained: Osazuwa, Guarna, Nestico-Semianiw 

Motion Fails 
 
Back to Amendment 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly amend the motion to read “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a positive recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution 
based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 

 Guarna stated that having an argument over having a positive or negative recommendation is strange, as 
well as throwing out how they shouldn’t speak for students but by voting for one or the other the 
Assembly is telling them what to do. She felt that this should be a neutral amendment as it doesn’t make 
sense. 

 Manning wanted to speak to the fact that students are less informed. He stated that they should listen to 
the students and hear what they have to say because by the SRA being here they just happen to be more 
informed. Manning stated that they need to stop labeling. 

 Tambakis stated that he would be voting in favour of this as there is no obvious correlation with voter 
turnout and vice president at large elections. He stated that the vice presidents should be accountable to 
students and be voted in by them.  

 
Moved by Jama, seconded by Pita that the Assembly recess for 10 minutes.  
 

 Jama stated that she was sure people would benefit from a break right now.  
 Pita agreed.  
 D’Angela felt that they should vote and then take a break.  

 
Vote on Motion  
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 3 
Abstained: Cao, Faruqui, Kula 

Motion Passes 
 
Recessed at 7:32pm 
Called to Order at 7:44pm 
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CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ali, Almeida, Cao, Caramento, Dales, D’Angela, D’Souza, Enriquez, Guarna, Hsu, Ibe, 

Krause, Kula, Manning, McDougall, Muramatsu, Mutoigo, Nadarajah, Nestico-Semianiw, 
Ngo, Oliver, Osazuwa, Pakkal, Pita, Pour-Bahreini, Sun, Yazdankia  

Absent Excused Burke, Stegmaier 
Absent  
Late  Clayton, Faruqui, Gillis, Jama, Mirza, Tambakis 
Others Present Raymond Khanano (MSU Member), Gilbert Baiden (MSU Member),  

Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Director), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity 
Services Assistant Director), Hayley Regis (WGEN Coordinator), Daymon Oliveros (SCSN 
Director), Labika Ghani (MSU Member), Jonathon Tonietto (MSU member),  
Kamini Persaud (MSU member), Amanda Weldon (Observer), Justin Monaco-Barnes 
(Underground Media & Design Services Coordinator), Christine Yachouh (Advocacy 
Coordinator), Ryan MacDonald (Research Assistant), Alex Wilson (TAC Coordinator), 
Mike Gill (Spark Coordinator), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Micaela Millard (McMaster 
Marching Band), Carter McInnis (Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner), Jennifer Wang 
(MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Inna Berditchevskaia  
 
Back to Amendment 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly amend the motion to read “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a positive recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution 
based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 

 Gill stated that five months ago the Assembly created an ad-hoc committee because this was a complex 
issue. There was a need for more research to be done, and at the end of the day the committee put 
forward their recommendations to the Assembly. He explained that voting for this amendment doesn’t 
make student voices heard more.  

 McDougall echoed that the ad-hoc committee put a lot of effort into this and the top choice was keeping 
the process the same. He explained that he was on this committee and put a lot of effort into it, and went 
in with an open mind. McDougall stated that he could see the argument for voting neutral. He explained 
that no system is perfect and he would be interested if the SRA took a neutral stance. 

 Gillis stated that he was offended by members saying that they were smarter and that students couldn’t 
care less. Gillis stated that he will be voting for this amendment as they have been mandated to do it.  

 
Moved by Sun, seconded by D’Angela to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 16 Opposed: 9 Abstentions: 5 
Opposed: Jama, Gillis, Manning, Ibe, Clayton, Ngo, Mirza, Ali, Stegmaier 

Abstained: Osazuwa, Nadarajah, Enriquez, Mutoigo, D’Souza 
Motion Fails 

 
Back to Amendment 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly amend the motion to read “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a positive recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution 
based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 
Amendment to Amendment 
Moved by Ibe, seconded by Guarna to amend the amendment so that the motion will read: “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a recommendation for students to make a self-directed and well-
informed vote for the changes to the MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President 
(Administration) on October 9, 2015.”  
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 Ibe felt that a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer does not suffice. He explained that he would like to speak to the false 

logic of creating conversation. There are three vice president positions, and he finds it problematic to 
speak to each position being the same. Ibe felt that there are a number of ways this should go; voting one 
at large and two internally, having PTMs voting for the VP Admin, etc. Ibe stated that this referendum 
doesn’t allow them to have this conversation and was hoping that this amendment would be a 
compromise. He explained that the original question was about ‘yes’ or ‘no’ but by voting neutral will 
allow students to have this conversation outside of these walls. Ibe stated that students are smart and 
this conversation allows for complete information and should be taken to the public sphere.  

 Guarna explained that by voting for this amendment they are still telling students to make a decision for 
themselves and get engaged. 

 D’Angela felt that after that the conversation they had that the amendment to the amendment was good 
and the way it should have been from the beginning.  

 Enriquez ceded to Raymond Khanano. Khanano felt that it was the same situation as the referendum last 
year on Health Care and how he didn’t think it was his job, as an SRA member, to speak for the 
referendum going forward. 

 Kula felt that this was the absolutely right thing to do as students are still getting a say in how to run 
things.  

 Gillis stated that he also voted on the health care referendum to be brought forward, and he voted in 
favour as he felt that it was the right thing to do. He stated he was still upset that the SRA chose not to 
endorse it.  

 Tambakis disagreed with the arguments going forward. He felt that they should be making a decision and 
didn’t agree with neutrality.  

 Almeida agreed with not taking a stance on neutrality and will be voting against the amendment to the 
amendment. She stated that they were there to educate students in a non-partisan manner, and to force 
students to vote a certain way that is the SRA’s opinion to do what they want. Almeida felt that students 
will be making a self-directed informed vote anyway. She added that voters have the privilege to 
participate but it’s not their duty to do so, it’s the SRA’s. Almeida stated that this wasn’t coercion; this was 
the SRA sharing their opinion.  

 McDougall stated that it’s not the responsibility of the SRA to put something forward for a complete vocal 
‘yes’ or ‘no’. He stated that he wanted to engage in health discussion with students and felt that it would 
be a bit awkward if the SRA recommended ‘yes’ or ‘no’ and didn’t know why students wouldn’t approach 
them. McDougall stated that they are here to represent the voices of students, and yet they have a 
referendum which is also a voice of the students. He felt that they should be taking a stance for other 
things and provide data.  

 Oliver stated that she wouldn’t be voting in favour to the amendment to the amendment and felt that it 
was the SRA’s duty to provide a recommendation.  

 Mutoigo stated that if this is about giving students a voice then she would be voting for this motion. She 
explained that she can’t speak on behalf of all nursing students, as only seven responded to their survey, 
but quite a few disagreed with at-large VP elections.  

 Guarna explained that she faced this exact dilemma last year during the referendum for health care. She 
asked who was she to isolate a petition of those she represents to take a side. Guarna felt that neutrality 
was the best stance to represent all students in the best way she could.  

 Gillis stated that they were a political body meant to make decisions, and it was problematic to suggest 
that they should be neutral in reality of what they personally want. He explained that it was problematic 
to represent that they’re neutral. Gillis felt that neutrality was not an honest response, but at the same 
time the Assembly is torn tonight. He asked everyone to consider both sides.  
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Vote on Amendment to the Amendment  
 

In Favour: 14 Opposed: 18 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Osazuwa, Nestico-Semianiw, Gillis, Hsu, Nadarajah, Pour-Bahreini, Ngo, Muramatsu, D’Souza, 

Yazdankia, Sun, Oliver, Almeida, Mirza, Krause, Stegmaier 
Abstained: Ali 
Motion Fails 

 
Back to Amendment  
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Clayton that the Assembly amend the motion to read “Moved by Clayton, 
seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a positive recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution 
based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 
Moved by Nestico-Semianiw, seconded by Krause to Call to Question. 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 6 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed: Jama, Gillis, Clayton, Yazdankia, Ali, Stegmaier 

Abstained: Osazuwa, McDougall, Ngo, Muramatsu 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote on Amendment  
 

In Favour: 12 Opposed: 20 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Guarna, D’Angela, Nestico-Semianiw, Manning, McDougall, Pakkal, Nadarajah, Pita, Pour-Bahreini, 

Enriquez, Mutoigo, Sun, Oliver, Almeida, Kula, Dales, Cao, Krause 
Motion Fails 

 
Amendment 
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Nadarajah to amend the motion to read: “Moved by Clayton, seconded by Oliver 
that the Assembly make a negative recommendation for the changes to the MSU Constitution based on the 
petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015. 
 

 Oliver stated that she thinks that everyone is clear on how she felt about this.  
 
Amendment to the Amendment 
Moved by Gillis, seconded by Nadarajah to amend the amendment so that the motion will read: “Moved by 
Clayton, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a recommendation for students to make a self-directed and 
well-informed vote for the changes to the MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President 
(Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 

 Gillis stated that he would like for this to go back for consideration again as he heard a lot of excellent 
cases for neutrality. Gillis added that there would be a possibility of this being put on the ballot for the 
referendum.  

 Nadarajah stated that she would be voting this down to bring it back to the other amendment.  
 Tambakis felt that this changes the whole discussion. He stated that he didn’t know that this would be on 

the ballot so now he’s not sure what to do. He explained that he would be uncomfortable having a 
positive or negative recommendation on the ballot if it would be part of the question.  

 Nestico-Semianiw stated that he would be speaking against this because they shouldn’t be circling back to 
this. He didn’t think that they should be interpreting what the Elections Committee may put on the ballot. 
Nestico-Semianiw stated that they should be responsible for making a decision and whether or not the 
recommendation is on the ballot it shouldn’t impact their decision.  

 Stegmaier stated that they should be neutral and that this conversation was wasting time.  
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 Wilson stated that the Elections Committee’s mandate is to be impartial and that felt that if they put the 
recommendation on the ballot it wouldn’t be. He begged someone to call to question.  

 Sun ceded to Oliver. Oliver stated that she disagreed with a lot of people on the SRA but still respects 
them. She hoped that no one changes their vote because their recommendation might not go forward. 
Oliver added that she spoke to the CRO and they said that it would be up to the Elections Committee to 
word the question and that it would be objective and clear.  

 Gillis stated that he was conflicted and more in favour of voting neutral.  
 Tambakis felt that the question on the ballot was a huge piece of information brought up, and explained 

that they were allowed to change their minds and stick to their principles. He felt that not knowing if this 
would be on the ballot or not is a good reason to be voting for neutrality.  

 Mirza pointed out that people are now switching their votes to neutrality because of the new information 
of the ballots being introduced and felt that the conversation that they all held earlier didn’t mean 
anything, and it speaks to the SRA of what they think. 

 
Moved by Nestico-Semianiw, seconded by Oliver to Call to Question. 
 
Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 19 Opposed: 6 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Jama, Clayton, Ngo, Yazdankia, Mutoigo, Tambakis 

Abstained: Pour-Bahreini, Mirza 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote on Amendment to the Amendment 
Moved by Gillis, seconded by Nadarajah to amend the amendment so that the motion will read: “Moved by 
Clayton, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a recommendation for students to make a self-directed and 
well-informed vote for the changes to the MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President 
(Administration) on October 9, 2015.” 
 

In Favour: 19 Opposed: 13 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: D’Angela, Nestico-Semianiw, Hsu, Manning, Pakkal, Nadarajah, Pour-Bahreini, Sun, Oliver, Almeida, 

Cao, Krause 
Abstained: Kula 
Motion Passes 

 
Back to the Amendment  
Moved by Oliver, seconded by Nadarajah to amend the motion to read: “Moved by Clayton, seconded by Oliver 
that the Assembly make a recommendation for students to make a self-directed and well-informed vote for the 
changes to the MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the Vice-President (Administration) on 
October 9, 2015.” 
 
Moved by Pita, seconded by Faruqui to Call to Question.  
 
Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 16 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 5 
Opposed: Jama, Clayton 

Abstained: Osazuwa, Ngo, Guarna, Muramatsu, Ali 
Motion Passes 
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Vote on Amendment  
 

In Favour: 21 opposed: 12 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: D’Angela, Nestico-Semianiw, Manning, Jama, Nadarajah, Pour-Bahreini, D’Souza, Sun, Oliver, Almeida, 

Cao, Krause 
Abstained: Osazuwa 

Motion Passes 
 
Back to Main Motion  
Moved by Clayton, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly make a recommendation for students to make a self-
directed and well-informed vote for the changes to the MSU Constitution based on the petition submitted to the 
Vice-President (Administration) on October 9, 2015. 
 
Moved by Caramento, seconded by Faruqui to Call to Question. 
 
Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Jama, Gillis, Clayton 
Abstained: Osazuwa, Ngo, Ali 

Motion Passes 
 
Vote on Main Motion  
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 9 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Nestico-Semianiw, Manning, Hsu, Nadarajah, Pour-Bahreini, D’Souza, Oliver, Almeida, Krause 

Abstained: Osazuwa, Cao 
Motion Passes 

 
2.  Recess into Meeting of MSU Inc  
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Enriquez that the Assembly recess to move into a meeting of MSU Incorporated. 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Dales 

Abstained: Ngo, Muramatsu 
Motion Passes 

 
Recessed at 9:16pm 
Called to Order at 10:24pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ali, Almeida, Cao, Caramento, Clayton, Dales, D’Angela, D’Souza, Enriquez, Faruqui, 

Gillis, Guarna, Hsu, Ibe, Jama, Krause, Kula, Manning, McDougall, Mirza, Muramatsu, 
Mutoigo, Nadarajah, Nestico-Semianiw, Ngo, Oliver, Osazuwa, Pakkal, Pita,  
Pour-Bahreini, Tambakis,  Sun, Yazdankia  

Absent Excused Burke, Stegmaier 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Raymond Khanano (MSU Member), Gilbert Baiden (MSU Member),  

Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Director), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity 
Services Assistant Director), Hayley Regis (WGEN Coordinator), Daymon Oliveros (SCSN 
Director), Labika Ghani (MSU Member), Jonathon Tonietto (MSU member),  
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Kamini Persaud (MSU member), Amanda Weldon (Observer), Justin Monaco-Barnes 
(Underground Media & Design Services Coordinator), Christine Yachouh (Advocacy 
Coordinator), Ryan MacDonald (Research Assistant), Alex Wilson (TAC Coordinator), 
Mike Gill (Spark Coordinator), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Micaela Millard (McMaster 
Marching Band), Carter McInnis (Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner), Jennifer Wang 
(MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Inna Berditchevskaia  
 
3.  Committee of the Whole – McMaster Marching Band 
 
Moved by Krause, seconded by Oliver that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the 
McMaster Marching Band presentation. 
 

 Krause stated that this is required by Bylaw 5 – Financial Affairs. He explained that this discussion is to 
ensure that all non-MSU McMaster fee collectors are accountable to students.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 32 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Mirza 

Abstained: Yazdankia 
 
Moved by Mirza, seconded by Krause that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and 
Report.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report  

 Clayton reported that the McMaster Marching Band showed that they are organized and are a reputable 
organization. Clayton reported that the president of MMB had a lot of questions on support for practise 
space and would like help getting this space.  

 
4.  Ratification of OUSA Fall GA Delegates  
 
Moved by Nestico-Semianiw, seconded by McDougall that the SRA ratify the following delegates for the MSU's 
delegation to OUSA's 2015 Fall General Assembly: Spencer Nestico-Semianiw, Ehima Osazuwa, Saad Syed, 
Christine Yachouh, Blake Oliver, Kyle MacDonald, Alicia Arnds, Shaarujaa Nadarajah, Ryan MacDonald (Observer),   
Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Observer). 
 

 Gillis said that it was a great thing that delegates can go to OUSA.  
 
Moved by Mirza, seconded by Enriquez to Call to Question.  
 
Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Jama, Gillis, Sun 

Abstained: Osazuwa, Ngo, Muramatsu 
Motion Passes 
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Vote on Main Motion 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Sun 

Abstained: Osazuwa, Yazdankia, Oliver 
Motion Passes 

 
5.  Open MSU Seats on Awards Committees 
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by D’Angela that the Assembly open nominations for MSU members to the 
following award committees:  

 Honour M (1) 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence(1) 
 MSU Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 MSU Sprit (1) 

 
Motion Passes by General Consent 

 
6.  Open SRA seats on Awards Committee  
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Guarna that the Assembly open nominations for SRA members to the following 
award committees:  

 Honour M (1) 
 MSU Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 MSU Sprit (1) 

 
Passes Unanimously 

 
TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 
5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ali, Almeida, Cao, Caramento, Clayton, Dales, D’Angela, D’Souza, Enriquez, Faruqui, 

Gillis, Guarna, Hsu, Ibe, Jama, Krause, Kula, Manning, McDougall, Mirza, Muramatsu, 
Mutoigo, Nadarajah, Nestico-Semianiw, Ngo, Oliver, Osazuwa, Pakkal, Pita,  
Pour-Bahreini, Tambakis,  Stegmaier, Sun, Yazdankia  

Absent Excused Burke 
Absent  
Late   
Others Present Raymond Khanano (MSU Member), Gilbert Baiden (MSU Member),  

Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Director), Ryan Deshpande (Diversity 
Services Assistant Director), Hayley Regis (WGEN Coordinator), Daymon Oliveros (SCSN 
Director), Labika Ghani (MSU Member), Jonathon Tonietto (MSU member),  
Kamini Persaud (MSU member), Amanda Weldon (Observer), Justin Monaco-Barnes 
(Underground Media & Design Services Coordinator), Christine Yachouh (Advocacy 
Coordinator), Ryan MacDonald (Research Assistant), Alex Wilson (TAC Coordinator), 
Mike Gill (Spark Coordinator), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Micaela Millard (McMaster 
Marching Band), Carter McInnis (Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner), Jennifer Wang 
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(MSU Member), V. Scott (Recording Secretary) 
Chair Inna Berditchevskaia  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Nadarajah, seconded by Gillis that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

Passes by General Consent 
 
Adjourned at 10:46pm 
 
 
/vs 


