
 
Dear Assembly, 
  

The purpose of this memo is to outline the reasons why the Elections 
Department is against the amendment to change Bylaw 10.1.6 to eliminate the 10% 
requirement for reimbursement for all elections. We believe that this amendment will 
negatively impact the Elections Department’s values of upholding integrity in all of our 
MSU elections.  

 
 The Elections Department found out about the proposed amendment to change 
Bylaw 10.1.6 after the memo had been submitted to the SRA, meaning we were not 
consulted with before the memo was submitted. The main reason why the Elections 
Department has the 10% requirement in place is to ensure that candidates run for our 
elections with the intention of hopefully winning. We pride ourselves in the success of 
our past elections due to the legitimacy and integrity displayed by all of our candidates. 
We believe that eliminating the 10% requirement could potentially result in candidates 
taking advantage of our system and spending the money unwisely and not necessarily 
for their campaigns. Currently we have no restrictions on what candidates can spend 
their money on. If the 10% requirement is eliminated, the Elections Department would 
have to include certain limits to what candidates can spend their money on in their 
campaigns. We prefer not to place these restrictions as we do not want to limit 
candidates and their creativity when it comes to their campaigning. However, to ensure 
that money will be spent purposefully, we will have to place certain restrictions on what 
candidates can spend their money on if the amendment passes through. We will also 
have to consider reducing the spending limit to ensure that the Elections Department’s 
budget can sustainably reimburse all candidates.  
 
 The Elections Department has been a strong advocate for financial accessibility 
in our elections. This year, we consulted with the Bylaws Commissioner to change Bylaw 
10.1 to expand our reimbursement strategy to include all elections, whereas before we 
only reimbursed Presidential candidates. Since implementing the bylaw change, we 
have had 22 candidates run for elected positions and only had one candidate not receive 
10% of the voters who casted a vote. This candidate received 7.24% of the votes and 
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was therefore reimbursed 72.4% of their spending. Therefore, we do not believe the 
current system poses a financial barrier to those who wish to run for elected positions. 
We believe that if candidates run with integrity and campaign well, they have a high 
chance of receiving 10% of the voters who casted a vote.  
 
 The Elections Department is not in favour of this amendment for the reasons 
listed above. We believe that the 10% requirement for reimbursement has rarely posed 
problems for our Department and the candidates involved in our elections. We believe 
the implications of eliminating the 10% requirement can have a negative impact on the 
integrity of our elections and candidates.  
 
Best, 
Priya Gupta (CRO) & Helen Zeng (DRO) 
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