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Intro 
 When discussing the various challenges in Ontario’s current post-secondary 
sector, most stakeholders will agree that the significant, and increasing, costs of 
attaining a university education pose substantial challenges for the sector. From the 
student perspective these challenges are close to home, and can be the difference 
between someone attending or foregoing this education, or the difference between 
working two part-time jobs or being able to devote all of one’s resources to their 
academics and student life. In recognition of these facts, the MSU has developed its 
‘Tuition and Post-Secondary Affordability’ policy paper, which outlines its 
principles, concerns, and recommendations around these issues. The paper presents 
both a long-term and short-term vision for a more affordable post-secondary system 
in Ontario, and handles topics such as tuition, scholarships, funding models, and 
student representation in university decision-making bodies.   
 
 

Principles 
The MSU believes that… 

 All willing and qualified students, regardless of socioeconomic status, must 
be able to access and excel within Ontario’s system of post-secondary 
education 

 The student contribution to post-secondary education should not exceed one 
dollar for every dollar each from the provincial and federal governments  

 Ontario tuition increases should not be outpacing the ability for individuals 
and families to pay  

 Year-to-year tuition in every program of study should be uniform and 
predictable so that students can budget and plan appropriately  

 Families and students should be able to access post-secondary education 
without the need to take on unmanageable student debt  

 Rising tuition should not require students to take on unmanageable in-study 
employment burden  

 Solutions to system-wide affordability issues cannot occur meaningfully 
without price controls on tuition that occur in a fair and progressive manner  

 McMaster University should facilitate students paying their tuition in a 
financially accessible manner  

 Students should know how their tuition is being allocated for expenditure  
 As significant contributors to university revenue, students should hold 

appropriate representation in McMaster University governance 
 
 



Concerns 
The MSU is concerned that… 

 Tuition costs pose an apparent and immediate barrier to accessing post-
secondary education 

 Student contributions to McMaster’s operating budget are increasing 
substantially and have surpassed government contributions 

 As tuition outpaces the rate of inflation and median household income, the 
current framework makes post-secondary education slightly less affordable 
each year for McMaster students 

 The current tuition framework exacerbates cost discrepancies between 
programs, allowing programs with larger base tuition fees to increase at 
rates disproportionate to others 

 The percentage of households reporting debt attributable to post-secondary 
education has increased dramatically, most observable in middle-income 
households. 

 Tuition increases can have a discernible effect of the composition of the 
overall student population 

 Increasing investments in financial assistance are often seen as justifications 
for tuition increases 

 McMaster University’s $35 late fee and 1.2% interest charge forces students 
on OSAP or otherwise who cannot meet up-front payments to pay extra 
deferral fees 

 McMaster does not have a clear funding model that students can access to 
see how their tuition is utilized 

 Students are poorly represented on university boards of governors, senate, 
and planning committees at McMaster University 
 

 

Recommendations 
The MSU recommends that… 

 The government should create a strategy to adopt a publicly funded no 
upfront tuition model 

 The federal and provincial government should increase operating grants to 
institutions annually to cover inflationary cost increases 

 The provincial government should implement a tuition freeze in all future 
tuition frameworks until federal and provincial governments each 
contribute one dollar for each dollar of student contribution 

 If tuition must increase, the maximum increase should be no more than 
inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

 To flatten the escalating disparities that exist between programs and to 
provide clarity on year-to-year increases, any and all tuition increases should 
be consistent across program and year 

 McMaster University and provincial and federal government should increase 
funding for and better promote the availability of needs-based scholarships, 
grants, and bursaries 



 Tuition deadlines should not be placed well before students have the 
resources to effectively pay their fees 

 McMaster University should provide a flexible payment plan that does not 
require extra deferral fees and charges 

 To make the use of tuition dollars accountable and transparent to students, 
McMaster University should implement an activity-based funding model 

 Students at McMaster should be represented to a greater degree on 
university bodies, such as the Board of Governors, Senate, and various 
committees, than is currently the case 

 McMaster Board of Governors committees should each have at least one 
student voting representative to provide the student voice at vital university 
decision-making bodies.  
 


