
 
Dear Assembly,  
 
     Since the last Tuition Task Force update in the summer, there has been significant progress 
on the objectives we had outlined for the year. Overall I am pleased with the outcomes that 
have been made so far, and am confident that with six remaining months to my term we will be 
able to achieve more tangible goals. Condensed below are the steps that have been taken for 
each of the TTF's eight objectives.  
 
1) Tuition Policy Paper 
 As I write this Memo we have completed a strong draft of the tuition policy paper and 
have reviewed it with the Tuition Task Force to get feedback. Saad and Abraham were leaders 
on rewriting this policy, so I am very thankful for their hard work on it. Mainly, we focused on 
eliminating a high amount of plagiarism from the previous version of the policy as well as 
updating many of the facts. We also redeveloped many of our asks, such as adding parts around 
activity-based funding models and needs-based scholarships. In addition, at this meeting we 
will be presenting a final version of the OUSA policy to be passed by the SRA. We are optimistic 
that the SRA will find this a comprehensive view of the MSU's stance on tuition and 
affordability, and will adopt this as our official stances on the issue.  
 
2) MSU Bursary  
 As you all know, Dan has been conducting a thorough review of the MSU Bursary 
because of the speed in which its initial funds were depleted. We agree that there are better 
measures to ensure student need is being met, and as a result we will be exploring future 
options to provide these financial resources to students. One such option is to work with the 
university to provide funds to their bursary program, which is much more comprehensive in its 
needs assessment.  
 
3) Student Financial Assistance 
 I have been working closely with the Student Success Centre on designing promotional 
graphics for student financial assistance information. This has been completed and we have 
devised a schedule to promote important information and dates around financial assistance 
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through social media. Also, I have added a student financial assistance section on the MSU 
website under the Info tab, which provides information on the MSU's advocacy work as well as 
available financial assistance supports. Thirdly, I have identified and compiled financial aid 
resources specific to vulnerable groups (Indigenous students, students with disabilities, Crown 
Wards) and these are now located on McMaster's Mac Money Centre website, which is an 
excellent comprehensive financial resource for students. Moving forward, I have also reached 
out to Student Accounts to better design their website and processes for students, and the 
MSU will be creating infographics on financial assistance for students in the coming months as 
well.  
 
4) Tuition 101  
 This one of two campaigns the MSU will be looking to run at the beginning of 2016. This 
campaign will be information based, and will ideally be a partnership between the MSU and 
McMaster to provide information and context to students about how tuition works in the 
province. Over the next two months I will be working on the planning of this campaign.  
 
5) Letter-Writing Campaign  
 The second MSU campaign will look at galvanizing student support for a tuition freeze in 
the next tuition framework. We will aim to have students write letters to the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges, and Universities on why they find tuition unaffordable and why it is 
necessary to curb the continuous rises. This campaign will be done in tandem with OUSA's 
'Tipping the Scales' campaign, which I have created with OUSA to ask the government to invest 
more in post-secondary education in conjunction with a tuition freeze.  
 
6) Needs-based Scholarships  
 Thanks to Ryan MacDonald, the MSU now has excellent research on the merit-based vs. 
needs-based scholarship environment at McMaster. With this research completed, we have 
brought up both at Board of Governors and at AdminCon that the MSU would like to see an 
increase in needs-based scholarships at zero cost to the university. We will be meeting with 
McMaster's CFO in the coming weeks to begin this process.  
 
7) Board of Governors Advocacy  
 Several weeks ago Ehima and I presented at the Board of Governors on tuition. The 
presentation had three parts to it. First, we discussed the context of tuition in Ontario, with 
particular attention to the ever-increasing burden on students and ever-decreasing 
contribution from the government. Second, we discussed what the MSU has done around 
tuition this year, especially with our upcoming tuition campaigns, tuition task force work, and 
student financial assistance supports. Lastly, and most important, we provided four key steps 
for the university to take. First, we wanted to see renewed collaboration between the MSU 
(through the VP Education) and McMaster (through Patrick Deane) on advocating for a fully 
funded freeze in the next tuition framework. This is because Patrick Deane and I are the Chair 
and President of COU and OUSA respectively, and can make significant headway if our 
organizations collaborate. Second, we asked for McMaster to implement an activity-based 
funding model which makes how tuition is used by the university more transparent to students. 



Third, we asked for McMaster to eliminate interest on deferral tuition payments, as it provides 
an additional barrier to students who are already finding it difficult to amass the necessary 
funds to pay for their education. Lastly, we asked for the university to transition a portion of its 
funding for merit-based scholarships into needs-based scholarships to provide financial aid on 
the basis of need and not merit, which is inequitable in its distribution. Overall our presentation 
was extremely well received, with many Board members commenting on the 
comprehensiveness of the presentation. Our next steps will now be to meet with the CFO to 
discuss implementing these changes.  
 
8) Tuition Research  
 This project will be completed in second semester, and will involve the MSU University 
Affairs Research Assistant creating a report on tuition at McMaster to present to the 
undergraduate population. We also hope that if an activity-based funding model is introduced 
at McMaster, tuition breakdowns and fees will also be much more accountable and 
transparent.  
 
     If you have questions around any of these priorities or other aspects of tuition you would like 
to see the MSU advocate for, please feel free to reach out before, during, or after the meeting.  
 
     Best,  
 
     Spencer Nestico-Semianiw 
     Vice-President (Education) 
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