
 
“It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit” – Harry S. 

Truman 
 
Dear Members of the Assembly, 
  
 Welcome back to campus. I hope you had a stellar summer and are excited for what is 
going to be an amazing year? As we begin the start of our journey throughout the school year, I 
encourage you to be open to new ideas, collaboration and partnership with various 
stakeholders. I cannot stress how valuable you all are as assembly members, and how 
important it is that we all respectfully work together to enhance the student experience here at 
McMaster.  
 
 As I write this, I am officially done with the first third of my term as MSU president and it 
has been a great experience. Over the past four months, I have had myself reflecting how 
fortunate, privileged and proud I am to have this role.  
 
 To always remain grounded, accountable and to keep in touch with students, I started a 
blog over the summer. As the only board of director member who is elected by the students at 
large, it is my responsibility to update students on what I have been doing in my job as 
president.  
 
UPDATES ON PLATFORMS/PROJECTS 

1) Clubs Upgrade: When I ran for president one of the things I wanted to focus on was the 
support the MSU provided for the 300 plus clubs we have. Fortunately over the summer 
with the help of our student life development coordinator and Clubs Administrator we 
have to been able to provide massive upgrades to clubs. A new logo, two clubs 
assistants, club email upgrades, a new projector and a button maker are just some of 
the few improvements the clubs department would be getting this year.  

2) Food on Campus: 
• Late Night Food: Centro will be closing at 11pm this school year, compared to 

midnight in previous years. On the other hand, three of the individual food stations in 
Centro will be open past 10pm. In previous years, all the food stations in centro bar 
one were closed at 10pm. This is a good compromise as it allows students who have 
night classes to get food after class. The VP Finance and I are currently exploring 
options for alternative late night food on campus. We are currently in the works of 
performing a cost benefit analysis to see if it is worth it to have Union Market opened 
longer. There will also be a new vending machine installed in Mills Library later this 
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month. This vending machine will be able to dispense hot drinks, soups and 
sandwiches.  

• Community Kitchen: A community kitchen was a long term dream I envisioned for the 
MSU, but with the drive of the Mac Bread Bin coordinator and his team, we shall see 
some fruition on that project this year. Chris Roberts, the Director of hospitality 
services, has allowed us to use Bridges kitchen four times a semester after hours. A 
professional chef shall be running sessions on workshops on how to cook various 
dishes.  

3) Gender Neutral Washroom (GNW): A request has been placed to facility services to 
change the signage of the washrooms in the MSU office to that of an All-Gender 
Washroom. Once this occurs, I will look into having the signage of washrooms in the 
student centre changed. An educative and informative campaign on the importance of 
GNW is scheduled to happen from the 3rd – 5th of November.  

4) (IN)Visible Accessibility: The VP Education and I have been fortunate enough to work 
with a McMaster Alumni who has been designing a McMaster accessibility app. 
Cartographr, the name of the app, is a community based campus map app that allows 
users to be informed with real time accessibility notifications. For more information on 
the app please check http://www.cartographr.ca/.  

5) BDS: Late last school year, a motion was passed at the General Assembly that impelled 
the MSU to divest from companies that support from Israeli war crimes, occupation and 
oppression of Palestine. Over the summer the MSU has been working on staying true to 
that motion. The list of companies the MSU purchases and invests in has been compiled 
and giving to the McMaster BDS committee. The committee is in the process of 
reviewing the list and shall provide a recommendation as to what companies the MSU 
should divest from.   

 
OPPORTUNITIES/EVENTS 

1) Leadership Summit for Women (LSW): If women in governance is a topic you are 
interested in, please get involved in the LSW that is happening on the 24th of October. 
You can get involved by attending the event, being a volunteer at the event or presenting 
at it. (http://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Click-here-for-more-
information-and-to-submit-an-application.pdf).  

2) On the 23rd of September, McMaster’s Perspective on Peace is offering a free peace 
building workshop. This event is open to any MSU member, if you have any question 
please contact Vilma Rossi at rossiv@mcmaster.ca 

3) On the 16th of September, there would be a federal election discussion roundtable 
hosted by members of Engineering without Borders. At this event, I would be hosting a 
roundtable discussion in which different organizations in the Hamilton area can attend to 
ask political candidates questions relating to poverty.  

4) If you are interested in running for MSU president please feel free to approach me if you 
have questions. Also if you are interested in figuring out what I do on a daily basis, I 
invite you to job shadow me for (half) a day.  

 
MISCELLANOUS  

• Bus Pas: As you all know, there has been significant changes to how the bus pass will 
be administered for the school year. Unfortunately due to external factors, the transition 
to the new system did not go smoothly but with the help of various full time staff and 
campus partners we were able to get the cards in before students moved in. The biggest 
issue with the new system is the cost of a replacement fee. The MSU board of directors 
is opposed to the high fee and is currently in negotiations with the HSR on a fair and 
reasonable fee for students.   

http://www.cartographr.ca/
http://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Click-here-for-more-information-and-to-submit-an-application.pdf
http://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Click-here-for-more-information-and-to-submit-an-application.pdf
mailto:rossiv@mcmaster.ca


• Ryerson Visit: Earlier in the summer, Daniel, Spencer, John McGowan and I along with 
campus partners Karen McQuigge, Director of Alumni, and Glen Grunwald, Director of 
Athletics and recreation here at McMaster visited Ryerson University’s new student 
learning centre. There have been a lot of talks in the past couple of years about un-
programmed student space and this was a building that provided that to its students. 
The building itself is accessible, innovative, and pretty stunning.  

• POP: Last year, the MSU in partnership with the University started an initiative called 
Perspective on Peace. This initiative was aimed at providing people an opportunity to 
participate in an ongoing conversation about the complexities of peace building and 
conflict-resolution from a wide array of perspectives. http://peace.mcmaster.ca/events-
calendar. This initiative will continue to happen this year as both parties look to take 
proactive approaches on how to strive for peace. Various MSU services such as Mac 
Green, Diversity Services and WGEN will be running programs and events to support 
POP.  

• CASA: At the beginning of August, the VP Ed, Spencer, and I travelled to Ottawa for 
CASA’s get out the vote campaign (GOTV). GOTV is a campaigned run by CASA to get 
PSE students more involved during the upcoming federal elections. The trip also gave 
us an opportunity to explore CASA as well as the MSU’s future on federal advocacy. 
Overall, I was lukewarm about the conference. There were part of the conference that 
were beneficial and other parts that were unhelpful. 
Please see Spencer’s report for more details.  

• LUTN: The date for light up the night has been chosen, it would be occurring on Friday 
April 8th 2016. There would be a committee struck in the next few weeks, and I will 
ensure that there is significant student representation on it.  

 
 
 
Best, 
 
Ehima Osazuwa 
MSU President 
McMaster Students Union 
president@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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