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OFFICE OF THE SRA SCIENCE CAUCUS LEADER 
INTRODUCTION 

Dear friends, 
 
We are incredibly grateful to all of you for believing in our ideas and us as 
individuals - thank you infinitely for electing us to represent you. Amongst the 
seven of us, we hope to bring a variety of experience, perspective and ideas 
to the Student Representative Assembly this year. 
 
This year, we hope to focus on a few overall themes including effective 
transparency, increased social media presence and building lasting 
connections between the Student Representative Assembly to the McMaster 
Science Society. Through efforts like an advocacy campaign for the test ban 
policy and an expenditure notice in the Silhouette, we hope we can make MSU  
information as transparent and painless to understand. We also hope to 
improve our social media presence this year by fully utilizing the different 
avenues available for community outreach such as videos and newsletters. 
Finally, the seven of us are incredibly excited to partner with the McMaster 
Science Society (MSS) on some flagship projects this year to bring science 
students an incredible academic year! 
 
Below follows a detailed discussion regarding what we hope to accomplish 
this year. However, this is just a snapshot of our vision. If you have any 
questions, ideas, or contributions, we are here to listen - shoot us a quick 
email! 
 
Matthew Brodka - mbrocontact@gmail.com 
Miranda Clayton - claytomv@mcmaster.ca 
Megan Hsu (Caucus Leader) - srasci@msu.mcmaster.ca 
Kevan McDougall - mcdougkj@mcmaster.ca 
Shaarujaa Nadarajah - shaarujaa@hotmail.com 
Naz Pakkal - nazpakkal95@gmail.com 
Katie Pita - pitakn@mcmaster.ca 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Megan 

 
 

mailto:srasci@msu.mcmaster.ca
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GOALS 
 

Objective 1 Eureka! the Newsletter 
Description Periodically release a newsletter that would provide updates 

from SRA Science and the MSS, featured stories and a 
calendar view of upcoming events relevant to science. 

Benefits This will create a one-stop shop for information for science 
students as well as facilitate a strong connection between SRA 
Science and the MSS. Also, this will provide students the 
opportunity to explore a creative aspect through writing 
articles or taking photographs for the newsletter - experiences 
that are not always available to science students. 

Difficulties Since this is a pilot project, it is difficult to predict the 
frequency of issue releases and the demand for a newsletter. It 
is also challenging to determine the platform for Eureka! to 
utilize such as physical or electronic copies. 

Long-term 
implications  

This project will help to continue fostering stronger 
relationships between SRA Science and the MSS as well as 
with the general undergraduate science population. An 
increase in science student participation in science events may 
also be expected with the additional source of information that 
Eureka! provides.  

How? Collaboration with the VP Communications (Shara 
Chowdhury) and reach a variety of student groups for 
contributions 

Partners MSS 
SRA Eng (Engineering has a student-run newsletter already) 
Other science societies across the province who have 
successful student newsletters 

 
 

Objective 2 Evaluate Use of the Nucleus 
Description Release a survey to ask students how they would like the 

nucleus to be used, whether it be used as silent study or a 
more relaxed group study atmosphere. In addition, we will 
also engage in active discussions with our constituents 
during office hours and time spent in the Nucleus. Guided 
discussion would be organized in a short interview format to 
obtain constructive feedback as well as things that are going 
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well in the Nucleus. 
Benefits Student input on the use of their student lounge will allow us 

to better evaluate how we can be using the space most 
effectively. This will also attract more students to use our 
science lounge if they feel the environment better suits their 
needs. The information we gain from this survey will also 
benefit SRA Science and the MSS in the pursuit of a 
permanent student lounge for science students. 

Difficulties We will aim to make the survey short and sweet in hopes of 
getting as much input as possible. It will also be challenging 
to target science students specifically. 

Long-term 
implications  

This will increase the demand for the Nucleus, a push that will 
help in the lobbying for permanent space for science 
students. 

How? We will release an online survey through the MSU website to 
be shared on social media. Also, we will have a theme week in 
September to ask students who visit the Nucleus to quickly 
fill out the survey. 

Partners MSS 
Michael Wooder 
Pauline Taggart 

 
 

Objective 3 Restructure Office Hours 
Description Accommodate office hours to better suit the needs of our 

students by hosting them in a broader range of accessible 
locations.  

Benefits This will increase awareness of students to the SRA and allow 
students to easily contact us.  

Difficulties Finding space on campus; providing office hours at different 
times during the day and at different locations will make 
access potentially difficult to science students. In addition to 
finding space, different locations on campus may make it 
difficult for students to drop in and defer students from 
attending office hours. 

Long-term 
implications  

This will allow students to easily access accurate information 
about the MSU and the SRA 

How? We will aim to target different locations on campus that are 
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popular amongst science students and spread amongst a 
variety of timeslots 

Partners MSU 
MSS (the Nucleus) 

 
 

Objective 4 Inter-program programming 
Description Provide more opportunities for programs within science to 

connect and create community within science. Example of 
programming that could take place is grouped program 
mixers, where all Bio programs could get together or all Math 
programs. These mixers could take the form of a competition 
such as "Battle of the Programs" night where students are 
given the opportunity to work with peers in their program to 
compete in a variety of games.  

Benefits Create a sense of community in science since our faculty is so 
large by providing more opportunities for students in 
different programs to meet outside of the classroom. 

Difficulties Developing unique programming that will prove attractive to 
students 

Long-term 
implications  

Create lasting relationships between programs and a greater 
sense of community 

How? Collaborate with the MSS to enhance inter-program 
intramurals and explore improvements to Frost Week 

Partners MSS - Patricia, Iman, Karisa, Cullum 
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Long-term planning 
 

Overarching 
Vision (what 
is the 
ultimate 
goal?) 

Permanent space for science 

Description Expand the Nucleus to find a permanent space for science students 
on campus 

Benefits Science students can connect to find a sense of community in a 
home on campus any time of the day to study, have group 
meetings, catch up with friends or relax during breaks in their 
schedule 

Year 1  Explore different ways of using the Nucleus and the benefits it 
holds. Work closely with the Faculty of Science administration 
to explore the different locations in BSB where space is 
available. Analyze the information from the Space Audit 
completed this year and remain active in discussions with the 
VP (Education) and the VP (Finance). 

Year 2  Re-locate the Nucleus to a larger location on campus to cater to a 
larger number of students. Extend hours of the Nucleus to weekends 
as well based on demand. We will use feedback from the survey 
conducted this year to determine our direction for the future of the 
student lounge. This will help guide us for the type of space we 
should be looking for. 

Year 3  Find a permanent home for science students on campus that will run 
from 9 am to 5 pm every day of the week. This will be done through 
extensive collaborations with the MSS and the Faculty of Science 
Administration by continuously advocating for the student need for 
science space. 

Partners Patricia Kousoulas - MSS President 
Robert Baker - Dean of Science 
Mic Farquharson - Associate Dean (Academic) of Science 
Blake Oliver - University Affairs Commissioner  
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GOALS to strive for 
 

List 5 things that you would like to have prepared for the beginning of 
September 

● Reach 500 likes on SRA Science Facebook page 
● Release the first issue of Eureka 
● Prepare a strategy to release survey 
● Plan out office hours locations and time 
● Collaborate with the MSS to prepare a plan for more inter-program 

programming 
 
List 5 things you would like to have completed during the fall term (1st) 

● Release Nucleus survey for science students 
● Develop a timeline for Eureka, release a copy of Eureka 
● actively participate in discussions revolving around permanent space 

for science 
● Evaluate the effective use of office hours  
● Promote inter-program intramural opportunities and explore other 

possible inter-program events 
● Re-visit results from SRA Science 14-15’s survey and determine steps 

moving forward 
 
List 5 things you would like to have completed during the winter term 
(2nd) 

● Adjust use of the Nucleus based on results from survey 
● Release a feedback survey towards the end of the winter term to 

determine student response to the changes above 
● Release a copy of Eureka 
● Receive feedback on Eureka towards the end of the winter term to 

determine future plans 
● Reach 750 likes on Facebook 
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Master Summary 
 

May ● Increase social media presence 
● Determine caucus leader and overall goals we hope to 

accomplish 

June ● Reach 400 likes on Facebook 
● Begin conversations on Eureka with MSS VP Communications, 

Shara 

July ● Prepare a rough draft of survey questions 
● Plan different locations on campus for office hours 

August ● Finalize office hour location and time 
● Finalize first issue of Eureka 

September ● Discuss plans for permanent student space with Patricia and 
Blake 

● Release first copy of Eureka 

October ● Finalize Nucleus survey questions . 
● Collaborate with MSS for inter-program programming 

November ● Release Nucleus survey 
● Develop a timeline for Eureka 

December ● Reach 600 likes on Facebook 
● Analyze all results from the Nucleus survey 

January ● Develop a plan for changes to the Nucleus 
● Release another issue of Eureka 

February ● Be an active part of the discussions for student space 
● Re-visit results from SRA Science 2014-2015 survey 

March ● Release survey for Eureka feedback 
● Develop transition reports 

April ● Reach 750 likes on Facebook 
● Release survey for feedback on the changes to the Nucleus 
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