
AGENDA - SRA 10H
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Sunday, October 31, 2010, 1:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, ON 

PROCEDURE

Call o f the Roll, Adoption o f Agenda, Playing o f National Anthem, Announcements from  the Chair, 
Delegation from  the Floor, Approval o f M inutes 10F, Report Period, Information Period, Question 
Period, Business Arising from  the Minutes, Business, Committee Business, Unfinished Business, New 
Business, Time of Next Meeting, Call of the Roll, Adjournment

DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR

1. Closed Session Shorten

REPORT PERIOD

1. Arts and Science
2. Commerce
3. Engineering
4. Executive Board
5. Vice President (Education)

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. Close Nominations fo r SRA seats on Standing Committees Bauman

BUSINESS

1. Open Nominations fo r MSU seats on Other Committees Bauman
2. Open Nominations fo r SRA seats on Other Committees Bauman

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Campbell
Wadood
W right
W right
Finkle

1. Operating Policy 3.6 -  Key Access Smyth



MOTIONS

1. Moved by Shorten, seconded b y ____ tha t the Assembly move into Closed Session.
2. Moved by Bauman, seconded b y  tha t the Assembly close seats fo r SRA members

on Standing Committees as follows:
•  Bylaws and Procedures (2)
•  External Affairs (1)
•  Finance (2)
•  Operations (1)
•  Services (1)

3. Moved by Bauman, seconded b y ____tha t the Assembly open seats fo r MSU members on
Other Committees as follows:

•  Clubs Executive Council (1)
•  Teaching Awards (1)

4. Moved by Bauman, seconded b y _____ tha t the Assembly open seats fo r SRA members on
Other Committees as follows:

•  EFRT Advisory (1)
•  Child Care Centre Advisory (2 SRA/MSU)

5. Moved by Smyth tha t the Assembly approve the changes to  Operating Policy 3.6 -  Key 
Access as circulated and attached.



Student Representative Assembly Meeting 10H 
Sunday, October 31, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, Ontario

Call to order at 1:05 p.m.

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present

Absent Excused 
Absent 
Late
Others Present 

Chair

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Wood to approve the Agenda as amended.

Amendments

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Fisher to move Delegation from the Floor to after Report Period 

Vote on Amendment

Motion Passes

Vote to Adopt Agenda

Carried by General Consent

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR

■ The Speaker welcomed Siobhan Stewart to the SRA.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 10F

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Kuzman to approve the Minutes of SRA 10F as amended.

■ Bauman stated she circulated the amendments on Saturday.

Vote on Motion

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 5 (Wood, Rathbone, Marlowe, Huang, Kim)

Adkins, Bauman, Behdad, Campbell, Carrier, Chong, Cioci, Dillon-Leitch, DuBois, Fink, 
Finkle, Fisher, Huang, Kim, Koziol, Kuzman, Manos, Marlowe, McIntyre, Popescu, 
Ramirez, Rathbone, Sharma, Smyth, Stewart, Wadood, Wood, Wright

Ojo, Terzian
Farjou, Saeed, Shorten, Tang
Dave Moore (MSUAA), Jeff Wyngaarden (SASS Observer), Hilary Chase (FYC Advocacy 
Director), Greg Lagerquist (Observer), Maya Kanani (FIT Coordinator), Victoria Scott 
(Administrative Assistant)
Naheed Yaqubian (MSU Speaker)

Motion Passes
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REPORT PERIOD

1. Arts and Science Caucus -  David Campbell presented

■ Campbell summarized his report.

2. Commerce Caucus -  Ali Wadood presented

■ Wadood summarized his report.

3. Engineering Caucus -  Matt Wright presented

■ Wright summarized his report.

4. Executive Board report -  Matt Wright presented

■ Wright summarized his report.

5. Vice President (Education) -  Joe Finkle presented

■ Finkle summarized his report.

Questions

■ Fisher asked when the SRA will be able to get information on Voter turnout. Finkle responded 
that 25 people were walked over to the polling stations, but that he doesn't have the actual 
numbers yet.

DELEGATIONS FROM THE FLOOR

1. Closed Session -  Audit Review

Moved by Shorten, seconded by McIntyre that the Assembly move into Closed Session.

■ Shorten stated that the SRA will be discussing the audit, which will be released publicly once 
approved.

Carried by General Consent

INFORMATION PERIOD

■ Koziol reported that the new MSU website won't be launched until January. She stated that 
things with UTS are taking longer than expected.

■ McIntyre reported that the MSU and McMaster University are no longer sanctioning events at 
Club 77 and Dirty Dogs. He reported that the Network Administrator is working on a solution for 
the Blackberry problem for emails.

■ Saeed reported that he sent out an email updating everyone. He stated he would like everyone 
to be posting their minutes from their Committees.

■ Bauman reported that the Bylaws and Procedures Committee is working on Constitutional 
changes, and they will be brought up at the next meeting.
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Moved by Ramirez, seconded by Wood to move into Committee of the Whole

■ Ramirez stated that he would like to talk in regards of the municipal election. Keep within 
assembly

Vote on Motion

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 (Cioci)
Motion Passes

■ The Assembly moved into Committee of the Whole.

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Koziol to move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and Report

Motion Passes

Rise and Report

■ Bauman reported that the SRA had a good discussion about the municipal elections. Things that 
were discussed were what could have been done better, what went well and if there should be
incentives to voters. She reported that there was a lot of talk about the work that Finkle did
compared to the Assembly members, and came to the agreement that a focus group would be 
good.

■ Shorten reported that the MUSC task force had a meeting and went through the principles of the
MUSC agreement. The next meeting will be on November 10.

■ Koziol reported that there have been concerns about College Pro recruiting on campus. She 
stated that she brought this issue up with Dr. Wood and Dr. Smith, and that Dr. Smith will be 
bringing this to the next Associate Deans meeting.

■ Finkle updated the Assembly about the status of the possibility of there being a liberal arts 
building on campus. He stated that he has been told that the University met with Queen's Park to 
make the request, and that they are hopeful of getting funding this year.

QUESTION PERIOD

■ Fisher asked Koziol how long will the Vision Conference Survey responses be accepted? Koziol
responded that she can keep it open for a week, but it hoping to get people responding within a
reasonable time frame.

■ Kuzman asked Finkle about the letter writing campaign for the liberal arts building, if they are in 
the MSU office and if students have to be in the liberal arts to sign. Finkle responded that 
students don't have to be in the liberal arts to complete the letter. He stated that students are 
welcome to write their own letters, but thought it might be easier for students just to sign their 
name to previously drafted letters.

■ Wadood asked Koziol if the website delay impact the budget. Koziol responded that the delays
aren't costing the MSU extra.

■ Saeed asked Shorten when the estimated opening day for the chip wagon. Shorten responded
that it should be the upcoming Thursday.

■ Manos asked Shorten why 1280 wasn't open during the football game. Shorten responded that 
he will be following up on that on Monday.

■ Smyth ceded to Hilary Chase. Chase asked McIntyre when First Year Council will have to report to
the SRA. McIntyre responded that he will let her know.
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■ Fink asked Koziol if there will a promotional campaign for the website in January. Koziol 
responded that there is a comprehensive plan in place, and it is being re-evaluated to fit in Frost 
Week.

■ Ramirez asked if the SRA had the capacity to revoke a position within FYC if acclaimed. McIntyre 
responded that it would have to go through proper recall procedures. The SRA can't remove FYC 
members as the SRA didn't elect them.

■ Fisher asked McIntyre if he could give an update on the HSR negotiations. McIntyre responded 
that it is looking as though there will be a five percent increase static for three years. This will be 
coming to the SRA on November 28.

■ Saeed asked Finkle how the SRA can recommend the new Liberal Arts building to the rest of the 
community, as there are people on macinsiders saying to just fix up the arts quad. Finkle 
responded that he had checked out the article and that the students commenting are not in 
liberal arts but students who already have high tech classrooms. Increased growth is the only 
way to get money from the government, and some of the money will be going to revitalize the 
quad. Koziol stated that they can use this opportunity to follow up on macinsiders and advertise 
for it.

■ Dillon-Leitch asked Finkle to describe the student involvement with the layout of the new 
building. Finkle responded that this will be something that will be followed up with 
Administration if the University gets the funds.

■ Fisher asked Koziol about the functionality of the current website. Koziol responded that
everyone should keep using the website now and the website is still functional.

■ Saeed asked McIntyre to update everyone on the Blackberries not working with the MSU email,
and that if they are currently not being used for professional uses should the SRA change the
operating policy. McIntyre responded that he is going to get the Network Administrator to look 
at the options of what can be done. The Board uses their Blackberries for professional uses 
regardless that email is currently not working on it. It isn't worth changing the policy yet until all 
options are exhausted. McIntyre stated he will keep everyone updated.

Moved by Wright, seconded by Shorten to recess for 20 minutes.

Motion Passes

Recessed @ 3:40 p.m.
Called to Order @ 4:11 p.m.

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Adkins, Bauman, Behdad, Campbell, Carrier, Chong, Cioci, Dillon-Leitch, DuBois, Farjou, 

Fink, Finkle, Fisher, Huang, Kim, Koziol, Kuzman, Manos, Marlowe, McIntyre, Popescu, 
Ramirez, Rathbone, Saeed, Sharma, Shorten, Smyth, Stewart, Tang, Wadood, Wood, 
Wright

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present Dave Moore (MSUAA), Jeff Wyngaarden (SASS Observer), Hilary Chase (FYC Advocacy 

Director), Steven Thompson (Deputy Returning Officer), Maya Kanani (FIT Coordinator), 
Victoria Scott (Administrative Assistant)
Naheed Yaqubian (MSU Speaker)

Ojo, Terzian

Chair

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. Close Nominations for SRA members to Standing Committees
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Moved by Bauman, seconded by McIntyre that the Assembly close seats for SRA members on Standing 
Committees as follows:

■ Bylaws and Procedures (2)
■ External Affairs (1)
■ Finance (2)
■ Operations (1)
■ Services (1)

Nominations

Bylaws and Procedures
■ Chong
■ Rathbone
■ Wood
■ Bauman nominated Marlowe -  accepted
■ Wood rescinded his nomination

External Affairs
Saeed nominated all new Members to External Affairs:
■ Stewart -  accepted
■ Wood -  accepted
■ Rathbone -  declined
■ Marlowe -  declined
■ Kim -  declined
■ Huang - declined

■ Smyth nominated Stewart to Operations Committee -  accepted
■ Wadood nominated Behdad to Finance Committee- accepted
■ Wright nominated Fink to Services Committee -  accepted
■ Saeed nominated Behdad to Services Committee -  accepted
■ Saeed nominated Behdad to Operations Committee - accepted

Vote on Motion

Carried by General Consent 

Bylaws and Procedures Committee Election

Nominees
■ Chong
■ Marlowe
■ Rathbone

Moved by Finkle, seconded by Fisher to set parameters at 30 seconds for opening statements, five 
minutes for question period, and one minute for closing statements.

Amendment

Moved by Fisher, seconded by Koziol to amend parameters to be one minute for opening statements, five 
minutes per candidate pooled for questions, and one minute for closing statements.

Vote on Amendment
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In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 2 (Rathbone, Chong) 
Motion Passes

Vote on Parameters

Motion Passes

■ Candidates spoke within allotted time.
■ Assembly voted by secret ballot.
■ Chong and Rathbone win the seats on the Bylaws and Procedures Committee.

Candidate Vote
Chong 23
Marlowe 14
Rathbone 25
Spoiled 0
Abstain 0

External Affairs Committee Election

Nominees
■ Stewart
■ Wood

Moved by Fisher, seconded by Smyth to set parameters at one minute for opening statements, five 
minutes per candidate pooled for questions, and one minute for closing statements.

In Favour: 21 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 3 (Wood, Farjou, Stewart)
Motion Passes

■ Candidates spoke within allotted time.
■ Assembly voted by secret ballot.
■ Stewart won the seat on the External Affairs Committee.

Candidate Vote
Stewart 18
Wood 13
Spoiled 1
Abstain 0

Finance Committee Election

Nominees
■ Rathbone withdraws his candidacy
■ Behdad
■ Huang
■ Kim

Moved by Finkle, seconded by Fisher to set parameters at one minute for opening statements, five 
minutes per candidate pooled for questions, and one minute for closing statements.
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Carried by General Consent

■ Candidates spoke within allotted time.
■ Assembly voted by secret ballot.
■ Huang and Kim won the seats on the Finance Committee.

Candidate Vote
Behdad 11
Huang 26
Kim 21
Spoiled 0
Abstain 0

Operations Committee Elections

Nominees
■ Behdad

■ Behdad won the seat on the Operations Committee by acclamation.

Services Committee Election

Nominees
■ Behdad withdrew his candidacy
■ Fink

■ Fink won the seat on the Services Committee Election by acclamation.

BUSINESS

1. Open Nominations for MSU seats on Other Committees

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Shorten that the Assembly open seats for MSU members on Other 
Committees as follows:

■ Clubs Executive Council (1)
■ Teaching Awards (1)

■ Bauman stated that Stewart was on these committees as a MSU member, they now need to be 
filled.

Vote on Motion

Passes Unanimously

2. Open Nominations for SRA seats on Other Committees

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Cioci that the Assembly open seats for SRA members on Other 
Committees as follows:

■ EFRT Advisory (1)
■ Child Care Centre Advisory (2 SRA/MSU)
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Motion Passes

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

1. OPERATING POLICY 3.6 -  KEY ACCESS

Moved by Smyth that the Assembly approve the changes to OPERATING POLICY 3.6 -  KEY ACCESS as 
circulated and attached.

■ Smyth stated that this policy came forward to the Operations Committee for review and 
reasoning for the changes were sent around.

Amendment

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Wright to amend OPERATING POLICY 3.6 -  KEY ACCESS section 5.1 to 
read "Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Board of Directors on an individual basis."

■ McIntyre explained to the Assembly why the amendment should go through. The Executive 
Board is only in the office two hours a week and won't be able to deal with the day to day micro 
of operation. Wright stated that he has a problem with the amendment as it undermines the 
work of a committee.

Discussion

■ McIntyre argued that it doesn't undermine the committee as the decision to pass a policy rests 
with the SRA. Saeed asked if the Board of Directors will be voting on giving out the keys, or will it 
be one member who makes the decision. McIntyre responded that it would have to go to the 
Board as a whole. The Assembly discussed the amendment and couldn't come to an agreement.

Moved by Ramirez, seconded by Rathbone to postpone the motion until SRA 10I.

■ Ramirez stated that there should be a clause put in to understand both points. He suggested that 
as this is part of the operating policy and if the SRA is still on the fence it should go to SRA 10I. 
Rathbone stated that there are valid concerns on both sides and wording could be tricky.

Discussion

■ McIntyre stated that the decision should be made tonight. Smyth stated that there should be a 
motion to commit.

Ramirez withdrew the motion

■ Smyth stated that she does support the amendment as it is difficult to get everyone on the 
Executive Board together. She is comfortable with the suggestion of the Board of Directors 
reporting to the Executive Board so that the decision is in the minutes.

Amendment to the Amendment

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Shorten to amend the amendment to read "Exceptions to this policy 
may be made by the Board of Directors on an individual basis to be ratified at the following Executive 
Board meeting."
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■ McIntyre stated that he thinks that this amendment would be an appropriate compromise.

Discussion

■ Popescu asked if in an event that the Executive Board found something wrong with the Board of 
Directors' decision, would the EB have the power to change that decision. Bauman stated that it 
doesn't seem appropriate for the BOD to make the decision and then the EB take the decision 
away. She mentioned that everyone should have faith in the Board to do what's right. The 
Assembly discussed the merits of the amendment to the amendment. The majority agreed to 
bring it back to the next meeting.

Moved by Koziol, seconded by McIntyre that the SRA commit the Operating Policy to the Operations
Committee.

Vote on Motion to Commit

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 1 (Kuzman)
Motion Passes

NEW BUSINESS

■ The Speaker announced a resignation from Farjou from the Bylaws and Procedures Committee.

1. Open Nominations for SRA seat on a Standing Committee

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Fisher that the SRA consider the following motion for New Business:
Moved by Bauman, seconded by that that SRA open one (1) seat on the Bylaws and Procedures
Committee.

Carried by General Consent

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Fisher that that SRA open one (1) seat on the Bylaws and Procedures 
Committee.

■ Bauman stated that Farjou resigned so a new seat needs to be opened.

Vote on Motion

Carried by General Consent

2. Open Nominations for SRA Seats on Awards Committees

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Shorten that the SRA consider the following motion for New Business:
Moved by McIntyre, seconded by that the Assembly open nominations for SRA seats on Awards
Committees as follows:

■ Honour M Award (1)
■ MSU Merit Scholarship Award (1)
■ J. Lynn Watson Award for Community Service (1)
■ MSU Spirit Award (1)
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■ McIntyre stated that the nominations need to be opened so that the awards process can be 
started

Vote to Consider

Carried by General Consent

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Shorten that the Assembly open nominations for SRA seats on Awards 
Committees as follows:

■ Honour M Award (1)
■ MSU Merit Scholarship Award (1)
■ J. Lynn Watson Award for Community Service (1)
■ MSU Spirit Award (1)

Carried by General Consent

3. Open Nominations for MSU seats on Awards Committees

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Stewart that the SRA consider the following motion for New Business:
Moved by McIntyre, seconded by that the Assembly open nominations for MSU seats on Awards
Committees as follows:

■ Honour M Award (1)
■ Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1)
■ MSU Merit Scholarship Award (1)
■ J. Lynn Watson Award for Community Service (1)
■ MSU Spirit Award (1)

Motion Passes

Moved by McIntyre, seconded by Shorten that the Assembly open nominations for MSU seats on Awards 
Committees as follows:

■ Honour M Award (1)
■ Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1)
■ MSU Merit Scholarship Award (1)
■ J. Lynn Watson Award for Community Service (1)
■ MSU Spirit Award (1)

Carried by General Consent

4. Discussion on SRA meeting time

Moved by Kuzman, seconded by McIntyre that the SRA consider the following motion for New Business:
Moved by Kuzman, seconded by that the SRA debate a potential change in meeting time for Student
Representative Meetings limited to 20 minutes.

■ Kuzman stated that she wants to make sure everyone is in agreement for this. Fink added that 
there would be a lot of benefit to the discussion for new members.

Vote to Consider

Carried by General Consent
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Moved by Kuzman, seconded by McIntyre that the SRA debate a potential change in meeting time for 
Student Representative Meetings limited to 20 minutes.

Carried by General Consent

Discussion

■ Kuzman started off the discussion by stating she would like to keep it at the same time as it was 
set for the year, and everyone already has the expectation of being at the meeting. McIntyre 
stated that he doesn't agree with a change but felt as though he should bring it to the Assembly 
to decide. Saeed agreed to keep it at the same time as he and others have commitments in the 
mornings before meetings. Wood disagreed and stated that he would like the meetings to be 
earlier. Sharma explained that she brought this up to McIntyre with the chance of the meetings 
being at 4 p.m. Fisher argued that the regular meeting time would be more efficient and if it was 
at one in the afternoon a large part of productivity during the day would be lost. Fisher asked 
McIntyre about the possibility of providing taxi chits. McIntyre responded that it is not currently 
in the budgets for SRA meetings, but that it could be looked into. The Assembly continued to 
discuss the possibility of a meeting time change. The majority leaned towards keeping it at the 
same time.

5. Close Nominations for SRA seat on a Standing Committee

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Smyth that the SRA consider the following motion for New Business:
Moved by Bauman, seconded by that that SRA close one (1) seat on the Bylaws and Procedures
Committee.

■ Bauman nominated Marlowe to Bylaws and Procedures - accepted 

Vote to Consider

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes

Moved by Bauman, seconded by Fisher that that SRA close one (1) seat on the Bylaws and Procedures 
Committee.

Vote on Motion

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes

■ Marlow won the seat on the Bylaws and Procedures Committee by acclamation.

TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Sunday, November 14, 2010 
6:30 p.m.

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, ON
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CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present

Chair

Adkins, Bauman, Behdad, Campbell, Carrier, Chong, Cioci, Dillon-Leitch, DuBois, Farjou, 
Fink, Finkle, Fisher, Huang, Kim, Koziol, Kuzman, Manos, Marlowe, McIntyre, Popescu, 
Ramirez, Rathbone, Saeed, Sharma, Shorten, Smyth, Stewart, Wadood, Wood, Wright 
Tang
Ojo, Terzian

Dave Moore (MSUAA), Jeff Wyngaarden (SASS Observer), Victoria Scott (Administrative 
Assistant)
Naheed Yaqubian (MSU Speaker)

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Cioci, seconded by Popescu to adjourn.

Carried by General Consent

Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.

/vs



REPORT
From the office o f the Arts & Science Caucus

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly
FROM: David Campbell, Arts & Science Caucus Leader
SUBJECT: Caucus Update -  SRA 10H
DATE: October 31, 2010

Dear Members of the SRA,

The Arts & Science caucus has been working on the following projects in the last
month:

M unicipal elections: In conjunction with the Arts & Science executive, the 
municipal election was heavily promoted throughout the program. Although results of 
these efforts are hard to measure, they seemed to garner generally positive feedback.

Liberal A rts Building: Along with members of the Humanities and Social 
Sciences caucus, we will be collaborating with VP Ed. Mr. Finkle on a letter outlining 
McMaster students’ support for a new liberal arts building on campus in order to 
complement lobbying efforts for federal funding.

W ebsite Survey Prom otion: This week I will be conducting class visits within 
Artsci to promote the website survey with President Ms. Koziol.

Office Hours: Myself and Mr. Wyngaarden have continued to hold weekly office 
hours for Arts & Science students, with moderate success. MSU-related dialogue is 
finding a place in the conversations of students during these office hours, and this trend 
should continue to expand awareness of MSU issues and efforts in the program.

As always, if  there are any questions about these or other projects, feel free to 
contact myself or Mr. Wyngaarden.

Sincerely,

David Campbell
SRA Arts & Science Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
sraartsci@msu.mcmaster.ca

mailto:sraartsci@msu.mcmaster.ca


MSU
McMaster Studen REPORT

From the office o f the Arts & Science Caucus

TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
Ali Wadood, Commerce Caucus Leader 
Caucus Update -  SRA 10G 
October 31, 2010

Dear Members of the SRA,

I have started attending DCS executive meetings where I am discussing SRA issues as 
they arise and inputting my feedback on how to improve the commerce faculty.

In addition Mathew Dillon-Leitch will be attending the AGM for DCS to discuss the 
email issue. This will allow the commerce students to have a vote on which service 
provider they believe will be best.

I will soon be putting relevant MSU information in the Commerce Lounge with special 
emphasis on job opportunities. This will create more exposure for the MSU and create an 
opportunity to engage students.

On November 30 and December 2, Mary and I will have a 10 minute presentation for 
1PA0 which is a mandatory first year course. This will be an opportunity to introduce the 
commerce representative and help explain what the SRA and MSU do for the students. 
Handouts will be given to layout many of the important services and business the MSU 
provides.

Sincerely,

Ali Wadood
SRA Commerce Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
sracom@msu.mcmaster.ca

mailto:sracom@msu.mcmaster.ca


MSU
McMaster Studen

Report
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

The Student Representative Assembly 
Joe Finkle, Vice President (Education) 
Report to the SRA 
October 31st, 2010

October has been a very busy month, consumed by Municipal Elections, CASA, OUSA 
and SAC. This will be short report, as I will be sending out a more comprehensive 
breakdown of my activities in my monthly update.

Municipal Elections

This year the MSU ran an unprecedented outreach and information campaign. This 
consisted of numerous mediums for getting out the message and the activation of dozens 
of volunteers. We held a very successful all candidates’ debate, attended by 10 of the 
candidates and approximately 200 students. In speaking with past VP Education’s, this is 
a tremendous turnout for any debate (federal, provincial, MSU) in the past few years. I 
will be assembling a brief on the successes on this campaign and making 
recommendations for my successor, who will have to run the much larger outreach 
program for the 2011 Provincial election.

You were all able to witness CASA’s presentation during the last meeting and I have 
been following up with them. Work will now begin, in earnest, on my CASA review and 
recommendation to the assembly. It will be presented at the first meeting in January. 
Also, I have been preparing for the CASA Lobby Conference occurring in November in 
Ottawa.

I have been busy reading the new OUSA Policy Papers to be presented at General 
Assembly next weekend. This is the highest body of OUSA and is attended by delegates 
from all member schools. It will also be attended by four observers who are interested in 
possible membership.
I have also begun work on the policy paper I have to update. It is the OUSA policy on 
ancillary fees, to be presented to the Spring General Assembly in March.

CASA

OUSA



SAC

The Student Academic Council has been very successful this year with record turnout 
and fantastic discussion. Various groups have begun working together and with the MSU 
in a more comprehensive way. Numerous groups have brought up issues to me that I will 
be addressing with university administration. Meetings are open to all and the next one 
will be in November.

Ancillary Fees

I am still collecting information on Aplia to discuss with Dr. Smith. He is currently on 
vacation, but a meeting has been set up for when he returns. Hopefully this issue will be 
resolved shortly and positively.

Differentiation

The issue of Differentiation has become a hot topic in the PSE sector with the release of 
the HEQCO report supporting the idea. The MSU Board, External Affairs and University 
Affairs will be reviewing the issue and the possibility of staking a position. 
Differentiation is a term used for the specialization of universities in certain areas. This 
could include some only focusing on undergraduate teaching, others in graduate science 
research or the social sciences, and others in medical research, etc.

Again, this is an expedited report and by no means encompasses everything that I have 
been doing. More information is to follow, and of course if  you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me.

Best,

Joe Finkle
Vice President (Education)



MEMO
From the office o f the...

Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner

TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT

DATE:

Dear Assembly,

As an SRA member, you must actively participate in at least one Standing Committee or the Executive 
Board. Here is a summary of the committees which have open seats. These seats will close at our October 
31 meeting. If you have any questions, please contact the appropriate commissioner.

Bylaws & Procedures (2)
The Bylaws & Procedures Committee is tasked with updating, changing, and making recommendations on 
the governing documents of the MSU. Our projects this year include the creation of a Style Guide for MSU 
documents, recommending changes to the MSU Constitution, as well as monitoring the changes that were 
made to a number of bylaws over the past year.
What kind of people would be well suited:

-Attention to detail, consistence, style, nuances of meaning
-People who can see the big picture while maintaining attention to detail
-People who enjoy abstract discussions on governance, legislative principles, etc.

Please contact Jessie at srabylaws@msu.mcmaster.ca if you have any other questions.

Meeting time: Mondays at 2:30pm in the small board room

External Affairs (1)
The External Affairs Committee oversees MSU relations with any bodies that are not located on 
McMaster’s campus. Our major work comes through our partnerships with OUSA (Ontario Undergraduate 
Student Alliance) and CASA (Canadian Alliance of Student Associations). The External Affairs committee 
reviews their policy statements/lobbying agenda and makes recommendations to the VP-Education. 
Advocacy is handled by two committees (External and University Affairs) and both work towards the 
betterment of quality of education at McMaster.
Projects for this year include: A comprehensive CASA Review, Community Outreach, Policy work for 
OUSA and CASA by the "Think Tank".

Please contact Huzaifa at sraexternal@msu.mcmaster.ca if you have any questions.

Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
Jessie Bauman, SRA Bylaws & Procedures Commissioner 

Information on SRA Standing Committees 

October 22, 2010

Meeting time: Thursdays at 1:30pm in the SRA Office

mailto:srabylaws@msu.mcmaster.ca
mailto:sraexternal@msu.mcmaster.ca


Finance (2)

The finance committee will assist and advice the VP of Finance and MSU official with the MSU Inc.’s 
financial operations and any financial matter
The finance committee shall review, analyze and recommend motions to the SRA 
The finance committee shall undertake budget and wage reviews 
The finance committee shall actively raise awareness on financial matters and certify that 
information has been passed to the appropriate parties

Regardless if you are running for this position or not, it is important to get familiar with MSU inc.’s 
financial statements and corporate bylaws as it will give you a stronger understanding on where the 
organization stands.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to email Ali Wadood at srafinance@msu.admin.mcmaster.ca 

Meeting time: TBD

Operations (1)
The SRA Standing Committee on Operations deals with the long term infrastructural concerns of the MSU. 
We also handle policy statements, which outline the MSU’s position on a wide variety of matters 
including Transit, Social Purchasing and Boycotts, Registration Technology and many other things. Also, 
the Operations Committee does the initial research into new technologies for the MSU (such as e-voting). 
This committee is very, very important to the MSU and the greater student population because we look 
after the long term considerations of the MSU. Without long term planning now, tomorrow won’t be nearly 
so organized! Our handling of policy statements is also critical in that these statements become the voice of 
the MSU and indirectly that of the student body.
Projects for this year include a review of our Operating Policies, Online Voting, and collaborating with the 
B&P and Services Committees on the MSU Style Guide

For more information, please contact Fionn at sraops@msu.mcmaster.ca

Meeting time: Fridays at 5:30pm in the SRA Office

Services (1)

The Services committee is responsible for MSU services on a macro scale. The committee reviews the 
long-term goals and efficacy of services in order to make recommendations to the SRA. This year, the 
committee has been finishing an Operating Policy review which was begun last year. Potential projects 
coming up include: the creation of a survey to assess student response to services, a review of services' 
job descriptions, consultation on MSU branding, the creation of a new policy for the Undercovers space.

Additional information can be found in Bylaw 3/B or by contacting the commissioner, David Campbell, at 
sraservices@msu.mcmaster.ca

Meeting time: Tuesdays at 4:30pm in the small board room
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Operating Policy 3.6 -  Key AocessAccess to MSU Space
1. PURPOSE

1.1 To ensure access to MSU space and facilities is conducted in a secure and effective manner.

2. DEPOSITS
2.1 A deposit of $50 per key and $20 per swipe card, up to a maximum of $100, will be required from all

individuals issued keys to MSU controlled space (Full Time staff, excluding Board of Directors 
and Intern Staff, shall be exempt from the deposit requirement);

2.2 Deposits shall automatically be deducted from that individual's payroll during the first pay period of
October; non-paid employees (i.e. volunteers) must leave a deposit in the form of cash or 
cheque;

2.23 Upon return of keys, the deposit shall be reimbursed in full: through payroll with accrued interest of 
no less that 4% for the duration of the deposit;

2.4 Each employee being issued a key (s) will be required to give written consent authorizing a payroll 
deduction for the key deposit;

2.35 Costs associated with lost keys and any re-keying costs, if applicable, shall be the responsibility of 
the individual that was issued that key;

2.46 Keys issued for multi-person use by non-paid employees (i.e. volunteers) or employees who are 
not mManagers shall be the responsibility of the respective department manager. 

that individual.
3. DISTRIBUTION

3.1 Part-time Managers (including Commissioners, and department heads), Full-Time staff, and the
Board of Directors shall be issued keys to their individual offices;

3.2 Access to Main Office (MUSC 201) keys shall be limited to:
3.2.1 Board of Directors;
3.2.2 General Manager;
3.2.3 Full Time Sstaff with offices in the MUSC 201;
3.2.4 Other Full-Time staff upon request.

 3.3 Access to Committee Room (MUSC 201F) shall be limited to:
_______________3.3.1 Part-Time Managers;
_______________3.3.2 Committee Commissioners;
_______________3.3.3 Caucus Leaders;
_______________3.3.4 Others listed in Section 3.2

3.3.1 Board of Directors;
3.3.2 General Manager;
3.3.3 Network Administrator;
3.3.4 Administrative Assistant.
3.3 Master keys shall only be used under direct supervision of the individual authorized to have

that master key. Access to master keys shall be limited to:
3.4 There shall be a limit of five (5) keys issued per department, with the exception of keys for

the MSU Main Office;
3.55 Part-Time Managers may sign out a second set of keys to each of their access areas that is to be 

left at the MSU Main Office Reception desk in MUSC 201. These keys are to be left for 
members of Executives, committees, or volunteers who require access to that space. A 
student card must be left at the Reception desk before the key(s) can be signed out. The Part
Time Manager shall provide a list of names of the people that are authorized to sign out the 
key(s). The Part-Time Managerindividual signing out the key shall resume full responsibility for 
the second set of keys when they are signed out.

4. MAIN OFFICE ACCESSAFTER HOURS ACCESS
4.1 Access to the MSU Main Office and AccountingSpace Office outside regular business hours, shall 

be limited to those individuals officially issueds keys to those offices as listed in Section 3^ ..



Any other individuals may have access under direct supervision of an authorized key holder as 
listed in Section 3.

4.2 Access and use of MSU Space outside regular business hours shall be limited to work related to 
that service and/or committee.

5. EXCEPTIONS ADMINISTRATION
5.1 A limit of five (5) keys be issued per department, unless an Eexceptions to this policy may be-is

made by the Executive Board of Directors on an individual basis.
5.2 All keys, swipe cards and punch code locks are controlled and administered through the

administrative assistant.


