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MOTIONS:

1. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation allocate $215,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.

2. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation allocate $170,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.

3. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation allocate $95,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.

4. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation expend $215,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.

5. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation expend $170,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.

6. Moved by Saull, seconded by _______ that the Full Members of the
Corporation expend $95,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events 
for a year-end celebration.



MSU
McMaster Students Union 

Notice of Motion
DATE: October 9, 2014
TO: Student Representative Assem bly
FROM: Jess Bauman, Adm inistrative Assistant
RE: NOTICE OF M O TIO N -M SU  Inc

The following motions will be discussed at the MSU Inc. meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 19, 
2014 (SRA 14H):

1. Moved by Saull, seconded b y _______ that the Full Members of the Corporation approve the
allocation of $10,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events to increase the capacity of the 
2015 Frost W eek concert.

2. Moved by Saull, seconded b y _______ that the Full Members of the Corporation approve the
expenditure of $10,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events to increase the capacity of 
the 2015 Frost W eek concert.



McMaster Students Union Incorporated Meeting 
Sunday, October 19, 2014 -  SRA 14H 

Council Chambers, GH 111

Called to Order at 8:28pm

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present

Chair

BUSINESS

Moved by Saull, seconded by Gillis to strike Business Items #1 and #4 from the agenda.

■ Saull stated he would like to remove the allocation and expenditure of the $215,000 options. When Saull 
brought the idea forward to the Finance Committee and the Presidents' Council, these groups were very 
excited about the idea of a large year-end celebration. Saull felt it was his role to push the organization to 
think about how it can reach as many students as possible. Saull stated it was no secret that there had been a 
lot of dispute about the $215,000 allocation option. Saull noted his disappointment in removing this option, as 
it takes from the work the Finance Committee and Presidents' Council did in obtaining support for the idea. 
Saull added that it was his responsibility to listen to students, and it was clear that a number of students are 
not comfortable with the idea of a $215,000 allocation. Saull hoped that those who supported the idea did not 
see the removal of this option as a failure. Saull stated that so many students were excited about the idea, and
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Saull remains excited about the possibility. Saull stated the success of the motion was present in the room, 
with the number of students who have come to the meeting, were watching from the livestream, or who had 
engaged in the conversation on social media. Saull stated this was not about a concert; it was about what we 
think as an organization our purpose is. Saull noted that most of the concerns he heard was surrounding the 
magnitude of the event. Saull stated that he wanted the conversation to be about what the MSU can do for 
students, and he was here to listen to those ideas. Saull added that if it was the will of the Assembly not to 
fund any of the options, he was still there to listen.

■ Gillis stated that removing the $215,000 allocation was the dignified thing to do.
■ Guarna ceded to Hall. Hall stated that the excitement and engagement with the issue was great, and he hoped 

that could continue and set a pace for the future of the SRA and what the MSU can do for the student body. 
Hall hoped the conversation about a year-end celebration in some form continued.

Vote to Strike Business Items #1 & #4

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstentions: Dufault 

Motion Passes

1. To Allocate $170,000 for a Year End Celebration

Moved by Saull, seconded by Osazuwa that the Full Members of the Corporation allocate $170,000 from the
Operating Fund to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

■ Saull stated he was open to listening to the concerns. If students are excited about the idea, speak out about 
your excitement. Saull stated he ran a campaign to reach out to students who did not know or care what the 
MSU is or does. Saull began his term with a letter called "Community Matters," which outlined where he 
thought the organization should go in the following 12 months. Saull noted his focus was the "on the ground" 
students who do not necessarily know or care about what the MSU is doing. Saull asked how he could 
represent students, not just the organization. Saull wanted to recognize success, build teams, and bring people 
together. Saull explained that one of the questions he has been hearing is "why a concert"? Concerts are one 
of the things the MSU does extremely well, and can bring together thousands of students. Saull stated his 
vision was just that: to bring as many students together as possible. There has been interest from other 
campus partners, including Alumni. Alumni invests in the student experience because they believe that you 
are a student for a few years, but Alumni forever. Saull stated his original goal was for the MSU to provide a 
headlining event, like a concert, and campus partners would supplement the programming with an expo 
similar to homecoming or with a fireworks show. Saull was confident that if the MSU held a large event, other 
offices on campus would come together to hold other events, and there would be a mix of events to attract 
students from all areas of the campus. Saull noted that throughout the entire process, he was consulting with 
full time staff. The Campus Events Director stated an event of this size could have the capacity to reach 4000
5000 students, and tickets would cost around $25. Saull noted he had heard concerns from students about not 
having a venue or an artist booked for the year-end celebration. Saull explained that the Campus Events team 
is unable to book a venue or an artist without a budget. To do so before knowing the scope and direction set 
by the Assembly, the Campus Events team would risk losing tens of thousands of dollars in deposits, as well as 
ruining relationships with booking agencies.

■ Osazuwa commended Saull for reaching for his dreams. Osazuwa stated he was against the motion, as the 
students he spoke with were uncomfortable with the amount of money being allocated for a year-end 
celebration. Osazuwa did not believe that the smaller allocations would do the idea justice. Osazuwa added 
that a year-end celebration in late March would make it difficult for students to attend due to academic 
commitments. A fee for the event is also a big deal for students, as they have already paid for the event 
through student fees. Osazuwa felt such an event should be inclusive. Osazuwa suggested using the funds to 
increase support for clubs, to keep the prices at Union Market affordable, or to be used for advocacy, like 
increasing accessibility on campus. Osazuwa stated it was important to be informed and to get other 
perspectives on the issues.
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■ Oliveros stated he personally supported these ideas, but it was difficult to vote in favour because of the 
number of his constituents who were against the celebration. Oliveros stated the Assembly existed to 
represent student concerns. Oliveros noted that anyone can apply for funding from SLEF, and he hoped to see 
some of the ideas that were posted on the petition be funded by SLEF. Oliveros stated it was important for 
students to tell the MSU how to spend the surplus, and the conversation should be ongoing.

■ Kousoulas liked the idea of a concert and bringing students together. However, students do not want another 
concert. Kousoulas did not understand why there would be a cost for students to attend. Additionally, a 
concert can only attract a specific demographic of students and would not be inclusive. Kousoulas noted that 
for homecoming at Queen's, they shut down a block of the city and had a huge street festival. Kousoulas 
suggested talking about ways to spend the money and bring more students together, such as stress relieving 
sessions. Kousoulas thought the reason so many students were against this motion was because they have 
other ideas on how to spend the surplus, but are not sure how they can make those ideas a reality. Kousoulas 
stated the MSU needed to give students more venues to ask questions about their money, and make the 
finances more transparent.

■ Osazuwa ceded to Katherine Phan. Phan thanked the members who met with her to hear her concerns. Phan 
thought it was difficult for the Assembly to make an informed decision because they did not have any details. 
Phan stated that entertainment could be budgeted for, and the big issue is that Saull was asking for money 
without a plan. There needs to be more due diligence for consultation with students. Phan wanted the Board 
to tell students what could or could not be done with the surplus. SRA members are full time students and 
should not be responsible for soliciting feedback for Saull's year-end celebration.

■ Narro Perez stated he was against this idea from the beginning. Narro Perez questioned the idea and 
questioned the motion, but never questioned Saull's character or his person. Narro Perez stated the Board 
was not unanimous in making this decision. Narro Perez stated that something he saw almost instantly was 
the level of student engagement. However, along the way, while the discussion should have been about the 
idea, respect was lost. Narro Perez stated it was not about insulting or questioning anyone, but about 
assuming intentions, and it was disappointing to see. Narro Perez noted this was not an issue about 
transparency or information dissemination, but about how students act towards one another. Narro Perez did 
not thing the discussions were done appropriately, and encouraged the debate to remain about the idea and 
not about the person bringing the motion forward.

■ D'Angela ceded to Ashleigh Patterson. Patterson explained that before attending McMaster, she ran an 
entertainment company and was responsible for booking major acts, and wanted to speak from her 
experience why the year-end celebration was not a good plan. Patterson noted there was no evidence that an 
event of this size would be successful. The motion asks members to consider an outdoor event in March, when 
it is a very busy time for students with midterms, assignments, and exam preparation. Additionally, the 
average temperature in March is around three degrees. Patterson stated she had seen many concerns 
surrounding accessibility and inclusivity. An outdoor event in March would exclude students who are unable 
to get out to the field and stand in the snow, those who could not attend based on cost and stress about 
exams, and the event would encourage binge drinking and the party culture. Patterson did not see any market 
research that would show the event could be successful. Patterson was glad she and her husband started the 
petition, and continued to update it as more information became available. Patterson was disappointed that 
they had to do the market research for the MSU, but she was happy with the conversations that came from it.

■ D'Angela ceded to Miranda Clayton. Clayton did not think a year-end celebration counted as a community- 
building event. The MSU is a giant community that every full-time undergraduate student is a member of, and 
these students need to know they have the support of the MSU. A one-off celebration does not provide 
support. Clayton stated she was not against having fun, and suggested that instead of having one large party, 
to split it up and do more small events over the year, such as free hot chocolate or stress busters. Clayton did 
not think a year-end celebration would enhance student life. Clayton stated that the MSU needed to support 
its community members to be successful.

■ Nestico-Semianiw stated that some Assembly members were very condescending on the way they have 
treated MSU members. Nestico-Semianiw stated it was not the responsibility of MSU members to know the 
details of the MSU's finances; it is the SRA's responsibility to inform students. Nestico-Semianiw stated that a 
number of his constituents were initially upset with the proposal because they were misinformed. After 
speaking with them and explaining the situation, Nestico-Semianiw stated the students were much more
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amenable to having a year-end celebration. Nestico-Semianiw stated he was in favour of the motion, but he 
wanted to stand behind his constituents who were not involved or informed. Nestico-Semianiw suggested that 
the surplus be added to the SLEF.

■ D'Angela asked if students do not want a concert or if they just do not want an outdoor show. D'Angela noted 
that the allocation for $95,000 would be for an indoor venue.

■ Tweedie ceded to Jonathon Patterson. Patterson stated the question was which concert option was 
supported. Patterson explained the reason the petition was created was to highlight the process. Patterson 
stated the idea of bringing people together has merit, but was not sure a concert was the best option. 
Patterson thought the process should be to go to students and ask how they would like the surplus to be 
spent. Patterson stated that without the op-ed in The Silhouette, the conversation would be much different. 
Patterson suggested holding a public meeting to have the conversation about what students want. Students 
have strong opinions to give, and they need to have the information and opportunity provided.

■ Rios was in favour of the motion. Rios stated that as the MACgreen Coordinator, he would never be able to 
reach as many students as this one event could. Rios believes the point of the MSU is to reach students. There 
are students running a number of the amazing ideas that have been brought forward, such as stress busters, 
which is run by SHEC during each exam period. Rios encouraged members to look at the existing services for 
what they think the MSU should be doing.

■ Saull noted that many of the questions that have come up have answers, and the issue might be the process
by which the MSU gets the answers out to the students. Saull stated he could have given more information in 
his memo, but he did not think students would read a longer memo. Saull agreed that other things should be 
done with the money, and it would still be possible, as the current motion would be roughly half of the 
projected surplus. Saull hoped that the conversation would inspire action on what to do with the remaining 
funds. Saull stated that the MSU has posted a surplus for three years, and no one has started the conversation 
about how to spend that money. Saull stated that there was something to be said about trying to do 
something to get back to the disengaged students. With a concert of $170,000, the entertainment value would 
be around $100,000, and the MSU could get three well-known acts for that amount. Saull stated the whole 
idea has been about establishing a budget, and then work out the acts. Saull stated that if none of the motions 
pass, which he senses might happen, his ability to solicit support from other campus partners will be 
diminished. If the MSU is unable to contribute to an event, campus partners will not want to fund it. Saull 
stated that if the motions fail, it would not impede his ability to think about a year-end celebration on a 
smaller scale that did not involve a concert. Saull stated that he works on many projects, and if students did 
not want a year-end event, he would like to know so he could focus on something else. Saull stated the reason 
he wanted to hold the event during March was because he wanted to remind students that McMaster is more 
than being stressed and tired. Saull noted there was no mention of alcohol, or a need to sell alcohol. Saull 
stated that it would be a one-off event, and if they try it and get 6,000-10,000 students out, it would drive the 
MSU to figure out how it could be continued. Saull understood the accessibility concerns, and wanted to 
ensure that as many students could attend the event as possible. Saull stated that for marketing trends, he 
trusts the Campus Events Director and his team. Saull stated the department would not have suggested a 
$215,000 allocation if they were unable to pull the event off. In addition, an allocation of $215,000 could have 
been made, and the department could run the smallest show. Saull agreed that there needed to be more 
stress busters and small events through other avenues. Saull stated that regarding student consultation, he 
looks to the Assembly as the body of students who would be making this decision. Saull took the idea through 
committees for the work, and all of the students at these initial meetings were supportive of the idea. Saull 
stated that if those first students told him that it was a bad idea, he would not have continued pursuing it.

■ Narro Perez stated the Board had talked at length on how to move forward after this. Narro Perez noted the 
plan was to create a strategic plan for the organization.

■ Jama liked the idea of something that brings together people on campus. Jama spoke with Saull at length 
about the idea, and her biggest concern was that sometimes events are focused on the same group of people 
who would attend Welcome Week and Frost Week. Jama suggested running alternative programming, as the 
larger types of parties do not appeal or apply to many students. Jama would like to see the MSU do something 
different instead of doing the same thing.

■ Khanano stated that he came in with an idea based on the conversations he had with constituents and faculty 
members, and felt that there were two sides to the issue. Khanano stated he had been gauging the audience,
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and it seemed like there was a tone. Khanano stated that in future circumstances when critical issues come 
up, the options are not mutually exclusive. Khanano stated that by talking to people around you, you could 
move on the spectrum from side to side.

■ Gillis stated that if anything good came of this, it was the fact that 1500 students who might not have cared 
about this took the time to fill out a petition. Gillis stated that a lot of attention had been drawn to the fact the 
MSU has a surplus, which was a good thing. Gillis stated that there are many other things that could be done 
with the money. Gillis did not think that deciding how to spend the surplus today was a good thing.

■ Mallon stated he would also be voting against the motion. It has been a very stressful week for everyone. 
Mallon noted that many students would like to see the money invested into space on campus or improving 
buildings. Mallon explained that unfortunately, those funds could not be used for capital upgrades. Once the 
money is in the MSU's reserves, it could be used for capital improvements, but only within the MSU. Mallon 
stated the Finance Committee has been looking at the possibility of creating bursaries for students in financial 
need with some of the funds. Mallon noted that the student centre has proposed upgrades through the MUSC 
fund. In terms of services, Mallon stated they are well funded. Some PTMs have met with Mallon to ask for 
increased funding to run different events throughout the year, and they will be meeting to talk about those 
specifics. Mallon stated that the MSU could run a year-end celebration and fund the other ideas -  it was never 
a mutually exclusive motion. Mallon noted one of the issues raised was why students did not know about this 
motion before it was published in The Silhouette. Mallon stated that Assembly members had a responsibility 
to actively promote the activities of the MSU. The Board does their best to put the message out to the 
Assembly. Mallon stated this was a call to action for the SRA. Even if the issues are not as contentious as this 
one, members need to reach out and solicit feedback in the same way they did this week. Mallon stated that 
this motion has created a lot of discussion among people who never knew about the MSU, and Mallon 
thought it brought people together.

■ Guarna stated that the SRA received the information at the same time, and she tried to engage with students 
as soon as possible. The science caucus added additional office hours to communicate the idea. Guarna 
thought the original intent and idea would have brought together many students, and did not think that the 
smaller allocations would have the same effect. Guarna stated she would vote against the motion.

■ Osazuwa ceded to Adam Moniz. Moniz told the Assembly it was important to note they were all student
leaders, and no single solution would please everyone. Moniz stated that the conversation should become a
debate of whether the MSU should do something well and reach a few students, or do something new, risky, 
that won't make everyone happy, but could reach more students. Moniz thought it would be worthwhile to 
talk to the students and get a clear sense of what they believe would be the best use of the surplus, and 
budget properly for a year-end event next year.

■ D'Mello ceded to Jyssika Russell. Russell stated she was a PTM for two years, and was not currently a student, 
but was asked by other students to attend and speak out. Russell stated that the students she spoke with felt 
isolated and shut down when they went to the SRA office. Russell stated there were students who could not 
be present at the meeting due to work, religious, mental health, or safety reasons. Russell stated those were 
all barriers for people to get involved. Russell stated she was asked by current SRA members to attend, which 
was telling. Russell argued that a year-end celebration would only cater to those students already represented 
by other campus-wide parties. The groups that are underrepresented are the ones who use MSU services. 
Russell stated that in the past, there have been other large concert celebrations. Russell agreed that it was 
important to talk about spending the surplus. Russell stated that WGEN had to prove for over two years that a 
centre was needed, even though there were students saying that they needed a safe space. Not everyone has 
the same access. Russell was curious why no one else had brought up ideas to spend the surplus. Russell 
stated that she tried to get more money for the Pride Parade last year and was told to solicit sponsorship. 
Russell stated the MSU has created a culture amount PTMs where they feel unable to ask for money.

Moved by D'Angela, seconded by Nolan to call to question.

In Favour: 19 Opposed: 10 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Saull, Wilson, Lehwald, Kousoulas, Osazuwa, D'Mello,

Chennabathni, Modi, Gillis, Tambakis 
Motion Fails
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Discussion on Motion

■ Khanano ceded to Hall. Hall stated there was so much untapped potential at McMaster. Hall suggested that if 
the goal was to create a community, to host an open mic and celebrate how great McMaster's talent is. Hall 
stated it takes him six weeks to get an appointment with a counselor, and when he would pass the counselor 
in the hall, they would not recognize him. Hall stated that students needed to be able to build a relationship 
with their counselor. Hall stated that while McMaster is not the worst for mental health services, but the 
University needed to be better. The students who use SWELL outnumber those who would attend a concert. 
Hall stated this should be the highest priority, and would like to see the surplus go towards student health and 
wellness. Hall added that many MSU services could use extra money, and would function better if they were 
given more funding.

■ Tambakis stated that the purpose of the MSU is to draw into a true society, all students at McMaster with 
events that enhance the student experience. University is a place where students can bond and grow as a 
community. Tambakis stated that there was value to holding a year-end celebration.

■ Lehwald stated she did not want to see the Assembly leave the room and not see value in these kinds of 
events. Lehwald also did not want the Assembly to stop caring about the ideas presented tonight. Lehwald felt 
that the positive effects of these kinds of events were being undervalued. Lehwald stated that she would not 
be on the Assembly if it were not for the friendships she made from attending MSU events. Lehwald stated 
when she asked her constituents what they thought about the year-end celebration, they were very excited 
about the possibility. Lehwald stated there was value to these kinds of events.

■ Mordhorst worried people were focused on a concert instead of the concept of a year-end celebration. 
Mordhorst stated that many great ideas had been proposed, but it was not the right time or place to be 
brainstorming new ideas.

■ Nestico-Semianiw did not think that talking to the Finance Committee counted as student consultation. The 
members on that committee are also Assembly members, and biased towards the motion. Student 
consultation means talking to students who are not involved in the MSU.

■ Guarna ceded to Jonathon Patterson. Patterson stated it was important to note that many students were at 
their first SRA meeting. The point is that students need a voice. Calling to question means that you have taken 
away the voice of others. Patterson stated the sole purpose of the Assembly was to give students a voice.

■ Osazuwa ceded to Cullum Brownbridge. Brownbridge stated he was an MSU member on the Finance 
Committee, and when this idea came forward, he thought it was a great idea. Seeing the amount of attention 
is has received from MSU members and elsewhere, Brownbridge stressed about the decision he made while 
on the Finance Committee. Brownbridge stated there was a huge disconnect between what is happening at 
the SRA meeting and what the student population wants. Brownbridge stated that posting on social media 
was fine, but that did not mean that students were paying attention. Brownbridge stated that the issue is 
connecting the larger student body to the SRA and Board.

■ Tweedie stated that as an SRA member and a student leader, this had been an enlightening experience. 
Tweedie thanked everyone who had provided feedback, as it was uncommon to receive so much. Tweedie 
stated it was great to see students take an interest in these issues, and it was a great opportunity for students 
to connect with their elected representatives. Tweedie stated that if students are asking non-students to 
speak on their behalf, the Assembly has failed at their job. Tweedie noted if there were ways the Assembly 
could improve the student experience, to let someone know, so they can begin to fix the issue.

■ Tweedie ceded to Mary Boulos. Boulos felt that the MSU made this decision behind student's backs. Students 
were not given any options. Boulos suggested that instead of creating one big event that smaller events 
throughout the year be created. Boulos was concerned that the MSU was throwing out $215,000 as if it was a 
small price tag. Boulos stated it was alienating that the MSU has a huge sum of money that could make a huge 
sum of money that could make a big difference. A year-end concert would only bring together the students 
who are always brought together. Boulos noted that some Assembly members made it seem like there is a cap 
on the kind of services the surplus could fund. Boulos stated that it was meaningful to bring people together, 
but there are better ideas to bring students together. In the future, more and better information was needed.

■ Narro Perez stated that mental health improvements were coming. Narro Perez stated that the Student 
Wellness Centre is a department of Student Affairs, and the MSU was not able to fund that department.
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■ Osazuwa ceded to Adam Moniz. Moniz stated the attitude he was been receiving from community members 
was an "us versus them" mentality. Moniz stated that just because one student might not attend concerts, 
does not mean that you have to hate everything the MSU does. Moniz stated he had been very involved in 
Welcome Weeks, had never been to an MSU concert, yet saw value in hosting a year-end concert. Moniz 
stated he is a heavy user of MSU services, and agreed there should be additional funding allocated. Moniz 
stated that students have very different backgrounds, and the decision should be about why student do or do 
not want a year-end celebration, and not what groups with which they identify.

■ Helie-Masters thanked Saull for bringing the idea forward. Helie-Masters stated he had been excited about the 
year-end celebration since he first heard about it at the Presidents' Council, and he does not usually enjoy 
concerts. Helie-Masters took the idea to the Kinesiology Society Council and asked for a recommendation. The 
society read the entire proposal, followed with a long discussion about the pros and cons of the allocation for 
the event. At the end of the discussion, 12 of 13 executives supported the ideas present. Helie-Masters added 
that the Kin Council spent a lot of time discussing those students at the back of the lecture who might not 
want this. Overwhelmingly, the Kinesiology Society stated that Kin students supported a year-end celebration.

■ Guarna ceded to Jordan. Jordan stated that a community event of this magnitude required everyone to be on 
the same page. Jordan suggested speaking to students on how they want to show their McMaster pride.

Vote on Motion

Moved by Saull, seconded by Osazuwa that the Full Members of the Corporation allocate $170,000 from the
Operating Fund to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

In Favour: 0 Opposed: 24 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed: Saull, Mallon, Narro Perez, Khanano, Wilson, King, Oliveros, Gill, 

Kousoulas, Guarna, Abbas, Tweedie, Osazuwa, D'Mello, 
Chennabathni, Modi, Seevaratnam, Nestico-Semianiw,

Gillis, Jama, Paul, Craig, Tambakis, Nolan 
Abstentions: Lehwald, Dufault, Mordhorst, Zacharewicz 

Motion Fails

Moved by Mallon, seconded by Khanano to recess for ten minutes.

Passes by General Consent

Recessed at 10:32pm 
Called to order at 10:46pm

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Brodka, Chennabathni, D'Angela, D'Mello, Dufault, Gillis, Guarna, Jama, King, 

Kousoulas, Lehwald, Mallon, Modi, Mordhorst, Narro Perez, Nolan, Oliveros, Osazuwa, 
Paul, Saull, Seevaratnam, Tambakis, Tweedie, Wilson, Zacharewicz 
Mazza, Mohamed, SoubasAbsent Excused

Absent
Late
Others Present

Abbas, Craig, Gill, Khanano, Nestico-Semianiw
Matthew Clarke (MSU Member), Kornelia Palczewski (SOCS President), Dylan 
DePodesta (MSU Member, MES), Sandy Kuarsingh (BTA Rep), Saad Syed (CRO), Adam 
Moniz (MSU Member), Nishan Zewge-Abubaker (Diversity Services Assistant Director), 
Inna Berditchevskaia (MSU Member), Cullum Brownbridge (MSU Member), Jennifer 
Wang (MSU Member), Omajc Akal (MSU Member), Shaarujaa Nadarajh (MSU Member), 
Ameema Saeed (PSL Coordinator), Sarah Quayyum (Diversity Services Director), Alex 
Medley (Observer), Jaydene Lauallie (Observer), Kathleen Quinn (MSU Member), Corey 
Helie-Masters (Kin Society President), Madison Giffen (MSU Member), Kevan 
McDougall (MSU Member), Mina Karabit (TAC Coordinator), Kaitlyn Gonsalves (MSS
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Exec), Megan Hsu (MSS Exec), Christine Yachouh (MSS Exec), Mary Boulos (MSU 
Member), Eamon Colvin (SASS Observer), Daniel McGuire (QSCC Coordinator),
Shanthiya Baheerathan (WGEN Pilot Coordinator), Carly Hunter (MSU Member), Jeremy 
Cochrane (MSU Member), Miranda Clayton (Marching Band President), Chelsi McNeill 
(MSU Member), Ashleigh Patterson (CUPE 3906), Jonathon Patterson (MSU Member), 
Anisa Morava (MSU Member), Aquino Inigo (MSU Member), Gail Jamieson (MISCA),
Evan Jamieson-Eckel (MISCA), Jimmy Long (Spark Coordinator), Natasha Sandhu 
(Services Coordinator), Alan Rheaume (University Affairs Commissioner), Lucia Jara 
(Farmstand Director), Lindsay D'Souza (First Year Council), Karis Graham (MSU 
Member), Boey Chak (MUNSS Observer), Laura Hidvary (MUNSS Exec), Matt Lozinksi 
(MSU Member), Kojo Damptey (OPIRG McMaster), Esmonde Jamieson (OPIRG 
McMaster), Diana Elborno (OPIRG McMaster), M. Cheung (MSU Speaker), J. Bauman 
(Recording Secretary)

Chair Jacob Brodka

2. To Allocate $95,000 for a Year End Celebration

Moved by Saull, seconded by Modi that the Full Members of the Corporation allocate $95,000 from the Operating
Fund to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 15 Abstentions: 5 
Opposed: Saull, Mallon, Narro Perez, King, Oliveros, Gill,

Kousoulas, Guarna, Tweedie, Osazuwa,
Chennabathni, Jama, Gillis, Paul, Craig 

Abstentions: Khanano, Wilson, Seevaratnam, Mordhorst, Zacharewicz
Motion Fails

■ The Chair ruled the expenditure motions out of order.

3. To Allocate $10,000 for Frost Week

Moved by Saull, seconded by D'Angela that the Full Members of the Corporation approve the allocation of
$10,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events to increase the capacity of the 2015 Frost Week concert.

■ Saull stated this would be the cost to move the concert from TwelvEighty to Sport Hall, which would allow 
more students to attend. Saull stated that there will be a coordinated Frost Week effort with a schedule and 
mobile app. Saull asked the members if the MSU was interested in extending their reach during that week. 
Saull added this was one of his platform points. Saull stated that Sport Hall was more expensive due to 
security and production costs.

■ D'Angela felt it made sense on invest in Frost Week programming. The Finance Committee unanimously 
recommended this motion. D'Angela stated it was a good investment, and it would improve upon what the 
MSU is already doing.

■ King stated that in speaking with her constituents, there were too many unknown variables surrounding the 
year-end concert. With Frost Week, students know what to expect, and the plan is more concrete.

Vote on Allocation

Passes Unanimously

4. To Expend $10,000 for Frost Week

Moved by Saull, seconded by Osazuwa that the Full Members of the Corporation approve the expenditure of
$10,000 from the Operating Fund to Campus Events to increase the capacity of the 2015 Frost Week Concert.
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Passes Unanimously

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Zacharewicz, seconded by Tambakis that the meeting be adjourned.

Passes by General Consent

Adjourned at 11:00pm

/jb



MEMO
From  the o ffice  o f  the...

President

TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT
DATE:

Dear Assembly,

As part of my Frost W eek platform point, I have been working with a variety of campus partners and 
MSU staff to look at how we can improve programming during the first week of the winter term. One 
enhancem ent that was identified was the potential of moving our Cam pus Events concert from 1280 to 
a larger venue (such as Sport Hall) to increase our student reach from about 750 students to 2000. This 
venue change will cost $10,000 to cover the larger venue, security and production costs of a bigger 
show. I have vetted this idea through the Finance Comm ittee who unanimously recommended that 
MSU Inc. approve this allocation.

It is moved by Saull and seconded b y _______ that MSU Inc. approve the allocation of $10,000 to Campus
Events to increase the capacity of the 2015 Frost W eek concert.

Let me know if you have any questions,

Teddy Saull
President & CEO, McM aster Students Union

MSU Inc.
President & CEO, McMaster Students Union 
Frost Week Enhancement 
October 19, 2014

McMaster Students UnionMSU



MEMO
From  the o ffice  o f  the...

President

TO: MSU Inc.
FROM: President & CEO, McMaster Students Union
SUBJECT: Year-End Celebration
DATE: October 19, 2014

“A dream you dream alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together is reality. ”

Dear Assembly,

Dreams take flight in the MSU. I have been with the organization for almost 6 months now and I 
have come to admire that thoughtful, exciting and idealistic ideas find life here because we all 
relentlessly believe in meeting student needs. Sometimes doing so effectively demands that we 
exercise forward thinking by imagining solutions to challenges students might not even 
recognize that they face. Take EFRT, for example, an integral part of the McMaster community 
that simply wouldn’t exist if somebody hadn’t gone out on a whim in 1982, some ten years 
before we were even gametes, and said, “We need emergency responders.” More recently 
there have been things like the Homecoming Expo, The Peer Support Line and Spark. These 
facets of our organization exist because the elected student leaders of our generation dare to 
dream of new ways to meet the needs of our student body. While the branches of our 
organization—services, events and political requests alike—are as diverse as the student body 
they seek to serve, they are fundamentally singular in their effort to make McMaster a better 
place to live and learn.

I’m bringing this motion forward because it’s time for the next big thing. Let’s bring thousands of 
students together in a way we’ve never been able to before, realizing our mandate and having a 
blast as we do so. Folks, it’s time for a year-end celebration.

Allow me to make my case. I promise to keep things relatively brief but sufficiently thorough.

The Spark

While writing Community Matters (my year plan) in May, I realized that in an organization as 
complex as ours we could easily get lost if not grounded by a core set of values. I wrote at 
painful length about our need to draw students together at every opportunity and to defend the 
purpose of the university. In writing this piece, I felt like we needed to do more to reach the 
everyday student. Not to show them that the MSU exists with brighter signs or a more 
sophisticated branding exercise, but to actually reach them by changing some part of their lives 
for the better.

The Means



Around the same time that I wrote Community Matters, I began to investigate the financial 
health of our organization. I met every few weeks with our Comptroller to try to understand how 
we fair. I wanted to know how much money we had in reserves, how feasible our frozen fee 
was over time and where we might be a few years from now. In those conversations I learned 
that it is incumbent upon us to develop a capital reserves policy, something that the Finance 
Committee is working on this year with the Vice President (Finance). I also learned that we 
have to figure something out in the short-term as well.

Over the past few years we have run substantial profits:

• 2012: $937,102
• 2013: $369,707
• 2014: $286,024

For fiscal 2015, we have budgeted for a profit of $131,389. As a non-profit organization our 
goal should be to hover around a non-profit bottom line; that is, at the end of this year we should 
not be hundreds of thousands of dollars ahead of where we started (unless there are 
extenuating circumstances). We collect student fees and under the current arrangement are on 
target to make money from them. We should be spending that money back on students to 
preserve our relevance and to uphold our mandate of an enhanced student experience.

The Niche
Picture Homecoming but bigger, without a football game and held at the end of second 
semester. The year-end celebration will be a McMaster spirit event—maybe an evening, maybe 
an entire weekend—designed to bring students together for a final hurrah. The details of this 
celebration are, at this stage, just dreams that have lived in my heart since early on in my term. 
Talking with various people on campus, from assembly members to administrators, I’ve realized 
that my dreams exist in others as well. We have an untapped and unprecedented opportunity to 
reach more students with a single event than we ever have before. This allocation will be 
designated for the concert component of the program—the meat and potatoes, if you will—and 
from there we build up with campus partners. Think expos, carnivals, academic and stress- 
busting events and any other dream you’ve ever had (please share these dreams with me). 
The possibilities are tru ly endless. This could be the biggest thing our campus has ever 
been able to pull off. It’ ll change the game.

How We Do This

I am asking that MSU Incorporated approve a substantial amount of money to provide seed 
funding to a year-end celebration through Campus Events. Below are the allocations and their 
descriptions:

Note: these options are ordered in such a way that if the first motion passes we can vote down 
the following, smaller versions that are superseded by the options before.
Note: Bottom line losses refer to how much closer we get to non-profit from our current 
projection of a $130,000 surplus. The reason the bottom line is less than the allocation is 
because we will sell tickets to the concert, likely for about $25 which is, for the entertainment we 
would be getting, at least half the market cost of these tickets if you were to see the same 
performance somewhere off campus (like at the Molson Amphitheatre).



• Option 1: Moved by Saull, seconded b y_______ that the Full Members of the Corporation
allocate $215,000 to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

Projected bottom line loss: $90,000

Details: concert with a venue and act scaled to an audience of 5000 or more students. 
Picture a music festival (multiple acts) on 10-acre field or in the stadium.

• Option 2: Moved by Saull, seconded b y_______ that the Full Members of the Corporation
allocate $170,000 to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

Projected bottom line loss: $70,000

Details: concert with a venue and act scaled to an audience of 4000 students. Picture a 
huge concert at Faculty Hollow.

• Option 3: Moved by Saull, seconded b y_______ that the Full Members of the Corporation
allocate $95,000 to Campus Events for a year-end celebration.

Projected bottom line loss: $45,000

Details: concert with a venue and act scaled to an audience of 2000. Picture a concert 
like Lil Jon (but bigger) at Sport Hall.

Who have I consulted before bringing th is idea to MSU Incorporated?

Maggie Gallagher, Comptroller: Maggie has helped me draft this allocation request and 
advised the numbers within which it would be safe to dream for a single event. Maggie, Scott 
and I knew before drafting ideas with Campus Events that $100,000 was a good number to 
shoot for -  this would give us some freedom to explore other new ideas as well this year (if and 
when they come up) and to keep a buffer in profits, which itself is a conservative (safe) financial 
move. According to Maggie: “The success of the past 3 years has put the organization in a very 
healthy financial position. The year-end celebration is a financial risk that we are ready to 
handle.”

A l Legault, Campus Events Director. Al and I have been dreaming about the potential of this 
event since May. Later in August and spilling in to September we began to consider costing 
options following Maggie’s direction and came up with these options. This new money will allow 
Al, a national leader in the music industry, to pull on his resources developed over the past 5 
years as our director to deliver a concert of magnitudes greater than what he has already done 
for the MSU, most recently with Lil Jon and twice during Welcome Week drawing crowds of over 
5000 students.

Finance Committee: I am a firm believer that ideas coming to the assembly should be vetted 
through the committee level. I brought the year-end celebration to the Finance Committee for 
discussion over the course of four meetings at the beginning of the term, talking through each 
option and what details they would like to hear before feeling comfortable making a



recommendation to the SRA for any or none of the options. We used these meetings to ask 
detailed questions of Maggie, specifically relating to the sustainability of this allocation in years 
to come and its alignment with the Freeze the Fee platform point I ran on, and to align this 
decision with the goals of our organization. Following this consultative process, it was agreed 
that this idea represents an opportunity to reach every student while simultaneously bringing us 
closer to our not-for-profit objective. Accordingly, the Finance Committee unanimously 
recommended that the Full Members of the Corporation allocate $215,000 to Campus 
Events fo r a year-end celebration.

McMaster Alumni: I mention Alumni because they are a key partner for student life 
enhancement on campus. For example, the Homecoming Expo is enabled by their financial 
support totalling more than $10,000. Alumni has expressed interest in a year-end celebration 
and I hope to leverage any financial commitments approved by the MSU to encourage their 
participation as well. In the ideal world, we would pay for a concert and Alumni would take the 
lead on an expo-esque event (similar to Homecoming) or something of that nature. My point 
here is that we will not be alone in planning a yearend celebration -  this will excite and 
invigorate other offices on campus to follow our lead and join together to do an ultimate and 
unwavering good for students.

Thank you for your consideration. Please reach out to me before the meeting on October 19th 
to talk through any concerns or exciting ideas you might have (though, for the latter, we will 
have a few months to capture and tap your excitement). For specific financial questions, please 
connect with Maggie (comptroller@msu.mcmaster.ca). To gain a better understanding of what 
these options might look and feel like, please connect with Al (events@ msu. m cm aster, ca).

Yours with a relentless belief in community,

Teddy Saull
President & CEO, McMaster Students Union

mailto:comptroller@msu.mcmaster.ca
mailto:events@msu.mcmaster.ca

