
Executive Board Meeting 14-19 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 @ 9:30am 
MSU Boardroom, MUSC room 201 
 
Call to order @ 9:32 am 
Present Brodka, Craig, Guarna, Mallon, Narro Perez, Osazuwa, Saull, Tambakis 
Late D’Angela 
Absent  
Others Present J. McGowan (General Manager), V. Scott (Recording Secretary), Lindsay D’Souza 

(FYC), Chris Adams-McGavin (EFRT Director), Rachel Sullivan (MAC Bread Bin 
Director), Ameema Saeed (PSL Coordinator), Mike Porritt (Director of Housing 
and Conference Services)  

 
1. Adopt Agenda 
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Craig that the Executive Board adopt the agenda, as presented. 
 
2. Adopt Minutes  
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board adopt the minutes of Executive Board meeting 
14-18 – November 28, 2014 as presented.  
 

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 (Guarna)  
Motion Passes 

 
3. EFRT Report 
 

 Adams-McGavin summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Narro Perez stated that they will be receiving the mental health first aid training for free from the 
University 

 
D’Angela arrived at 9:38 am 
 

 Brodka stated that he has been talking to the Clubs Administrator about the Red Cross club offering the 
courses. He explained that the club is supposed to be limited to offering courses once per term because of 
rules and regulations.  

 
4. MAC Bread Bin Report – Rachel Sullivan presented 
 

 Sullivan summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Guarna stated that in the report Sullivan stated that they wanted the Good Food Box program to increase. 
Guarna asked if Bread Bin had a way to do that. Sullivan responded that she spoke with the Good Food 
Box Coordinator, and that they will be tabling and increasing promotion.  Guarna added they could add 
more scheduled facebook and twitter posts. Sullivan explained that they do post when students can order 
and when to pick up. She stated it’s harder to reach people who don’t get notifications.  

 
5. PSL Report – Ameema Saeed presented  
 

 Saeed summarized the report.  
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Questions  

 Craig asked if there were any ideas on making the online chat more ‘trackable’ for a crisis. Saeed 
responded that they uphold the anonymity policy, but they stress that they will break it if someone is in 
danger of harming themselves. She explained that when they notice that someone starts indicating signs 
of suicide they ask more questions and get more info. Saeed added that security can track IP addresses on 
campus but that’s about it.  

 Guarna asked if the online volunteers have different shifts. Saeed responded that the shifts are 9-12, and 
there is one volunteer at a time. She explained that they have the shift in the middle of the call shift so 
that it can overlap, and once chat is over they could persuade them to call in. 

 
6. Residence Budget Presentation  
 

 Porritt explained that this year they are doing a different process for student consultation since the IRC is 
currently on hold. He stated that the Budget went through FYC and the VP Finance of the IRC. He 
explained that the budget requirement for programming to work next year is based on increases. He 
explained that Quads are going up 1.03 percent, doubles are increasing by 4.5 percent, doubles with 
washrooms and all singles are increasing by five percent. He added that Bates apartments and Mary Keyes 
are proposed to increase by three percent. Porritt stated that feedback from other institutions puts the 
increases in-line with them. This will allow them to keep the buildings up. 

 Mallon stated that they met three or four times, and had a lot of correspondence over email. He 
explained that a lot of work has been put into this, and since the IRC isn’t functioning they brought the 
presentation here to get positive endorsement.  

 Narro Perez asked if there was anything in place for those who are in financial need to get experience in 
residence.  

 Porritt responded that for a handful of students they do offer reduced rates, and that WUSC students 
don’t pay at all.  He stated that he could look into the possibility of scholarships related to residence.  

 D’Angela asked what the main cost drivers were to make the average increase to be 4.2 percent.  
 Porritt responded that building maintenance and utility costs, and salaries for staff positions make up 70 

percent of the budget. He explained that they pay back to the University 4.5 percent that goes into 
services that students can take advantage of.  
Saull asked why the amounts were going up more than CPI.  

 Porritt responded that costs of maintaining buildings go up more than CPI. He explained that the older the 
building, the more it costs to fix things.  

 Brodka asked what Porritt was hoping to achieve today. Was he looking for a positive recommendation or 
a chance to hear from the students.  

 Porritt responded that in a typical year there would be a vote at the IRC that would endorse this budget. 
He explained that it doesn’t require an endorsement to go through but his practice is to go over the 
budget with students and if it doesn’t get an endorsement he will continue to work on it. He stated that 
while it’s not a typical year, and it wasn’t the typical group to endorse the budget he wanted to let 
students know that students were still being consulted.  

 D’Angela asked how much would be transferred to the University from Residence.  
 Porritt responded that it would be 4.5 percent on a 30 million dollar gross.  
 Brodka stated that he didn’t feel comfortable endorsing something that he hasn’t had a chance to look 

over, so he would be abstaining.  
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board endorse the Residence Budget.  
 

 Mallon stated that he went through this with Porrit, FYC, and the VP Finance of IRC and they have come 
to a point where they think it’s fair and balances out increases from previous year.  

 Narro Perez stated that he will be abstaining as he would like to bring costs down for students and raising 
the prices would impact students’ experience.  
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 McGowan asked if the Board was worried about endorsing because of no supporting documentation or 
because of philosophical reasons.  

 Brodka stated that it doesn’t make sense for the Board to endorse something they haven’t looked over. 
 Porritt stated that he thought this meeting was at 9:30 pm and that he was going to bring more 

documentation with him.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 5 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 4 
Motion Passes 

 
7. QSCC Report – no one presented 
 

 Brodka went over the report with the Board.  
 
Questions 

 Guarna asked if Brodka knew what was planned in terms of Community Outreach. Brodka stated that a 
large part of it was Mac Pride in first term, and the rest will be smaller programming like movie night and 
such.  

 
8. WGEN Logo 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Guarna that the Executive Board approve the logo for WGEN as circulated and 
attached.  
 

 Brodka went over the memo with the board. Wooder and the Coordinator of WGEN recommend this. He 
explained that they need a positive recommendation and if the logo is approved it will appear on the pres 
page this week.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
9. Sponsorship and Donations Committee Recommendations  
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by D’Angela that the Executive Board approved the following recommendations from 
the Sponsorship & Donations Committee: 

o Donate $250 to Sean Mercer for Volunteer Eco Students Abroad 
o Donate $250 to McMaster Women’s Hockey Team 
o Donate $250 to Joey Bacauanu for the Kinesiology Games 2015 
o Donate $75 each to the following for Engineers without Borders Conference: Souzan Mirza, 

Nikita Arora, Rashmi Rajendran, Zhuo Jing (Jean) Wang, Raj Gujare, Mohammad Haque, Clement 
Wong, Jonathan Lee, Russul Al-Rawu, and Nicholas Sully 

 
 Mallon apologized for the lack of a memo. He explained that the Committee met last week to discuss the 

requests, and that these are the ones that are being brought forward so far. Mallon stated that the 
Engineers without Borders Conference had ten people attend so they gave $75 each, as the Committee is 
allowed to give up to $750 per organization.  Mallon explained that they wouldn’t be sponsoring the Kin 
Games this year as it was being held off campus, but they chose to donate to those who will apply.  

 Guarna asked if Clubs were allowed to apply for this.  
 Mallon responded that Clubs are allowed to request sponsorships, but not donations because of the 

current set up they have with Special Clubs Funding.  
 Saull asked how much has been spent this year, and how much was remaining in the budget.  
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 Mallon responded that once all the purchase orders have been done he will bring forward that 
information.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
10. Open one EB Seat on the Sponsorship and Donations Committee   
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open one (1) EB seat on the Sponsorship & 
Donations Committee.   
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Nominations 

 Mallon nominated Brodka – accepted 
 Osazuwa nominated Saull – declined 
 Brodka nominated Craig - declined 

 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board close one (1) EB seat on the Sponsorship & 
Donations Committee.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
11. Committee of the Whole - Advocacy Updates 
 
Moved by Saull, seconded by Narro Perez that the Executive Board move into Committee of the Whole to discuss 
Advocacy Updates.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by D’Angela that the Executive Board move out Committee of the Whole and to Rise 
and Report.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report  

 Narro Perez reported that the Executive Board discussed mental health awareness week, and that they 
talked about moving towards branding that has a positive outcome, but also being aware of not singling 
people out. He reported that the Board discussed the government budget submission and they 
mentioned to include the capital expansion plan of the downtown campus. Narro Perez reported that the 
Board was updated about the hiring freeze in the Faculty of Science and that lots of student voices are 
surrounding this. He stated that the plan is to meet with the student groups who have vested interests 
and that he will be meeting with the Provost and Deans about this. Narro Perez reported that the Board 
also discussed when MSU engages with students while engaging with politicians and the suggestion was 
that maybe some forum could be created when someone of a high profile comes to campus.  

 
12. Information and Question Period 
 

 McGowan reported that since they are going through a lot of hiring, that this may be students first and 
last interaction with the MSU. He asked everyone to act professional even though this is a student union, 
he explained that he wants to create a welcoming experience and make this a positive one.  

 Mallon reported that SLEF voting is now open, and asked that the Board spread the word.  
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 Osazuwa asked how they came down to the final seven ideas on SLEF. Mallon responded that the seven 
ideas came from incorporating around 30 submissions. He stated that it was originally supposed to be ten 
but they couldn’t finalize the ideas with the contributors in time so it’s only seven being presented to 
students.  

 Narro Perez asked for everyone to mark down February 25 as it will be the launch for mental health 
awareness. He reported that a week before reading week will be ‘discover your city’ week. 

 Brodka reported that hiring has started.  
 
13. Adjournment and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Time of Next Meeting:  
 

Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
9:30 am 

MUSC 201, MSU Boardroom 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Tambakis that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 11:19 pm 
 
/vs 


