
 
AGENDA - SRA 11J 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY  
Sunday, November 13, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, ON 

 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Call of the Roll, Adoption of Agenda, Playing of National Anthem, Adoption of Minutes 11I, 
Announcements from the Chair, Delegations from the Floor, Report Period, Information Period, 
Question Period, Business Arising from the Minutes, Business, Committee Business, Unfinished Business, 
New Business, Time of Next Meeting, Call of the Roll, Adjournment 
 
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Health Sciences Caucus Wiener 
2. Humanities Caucus Bifano 
3. Kinesiology Caucus Rathbone 
4. Bylaws and Procedures Commissioner Metrailler 
5. Services Commissioner Rathbone 
6. Executive Board Saeed 
 
BUSINESS 
 
1. Close Nominations for MSU Members to Standing Committees Ferguson 
2. Close Nominations for MSU Members to Other Committees Ferguson 
3. Close Nominations for SRA Members to Other Committees Ferguson 
4. Open Nominations for MSU Member to Other Committees Ferguson 
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MOTIONS 
 
1. Moved by ____, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members 

to the following Standing Committees: 
 Finance (1) 
 Operations (1) 

2. Moved by ___, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members 
to the following Awards Selection Committees: 

 Honour M (1) 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
 Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 Spirit Award (1) 

3. Moved by ___, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for SRA members to 
the following Awards Selection Committees: 

 Honour M (1) 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
 Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 Spirit Award (1) 

4. Moved by ___, seconded by ___ that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) MSU 
member on the Elections Committee.  
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        Student Representative Assembly Meeting 11J 
Sunday November 13, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
 

 
Call to Order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Abdelrahman, Ahmad, Al-Amad, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, 

Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Marlowe, Metrailler, 
A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, 
Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Zuchowski  

Absent Excused  
Absent A. Ali, Knezic, Saeed, Sahani 
Late  Kuzman, Wiener 
Others Present Naomi Pullen (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), James Dowdall (MSU Member, 

SWHAT), Matt Wright (Assistant Director Campus Events) A. Tutolo (Recording 
Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Recoskie, seconded by Thompson that the agenda be adopted as circulated. 
 
Amendments 
 
Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by Thompson to move the Health Sciences Caucus report to the end of Report 
Period. 

Passes by Unanimous Consent 
 
Moved by Recoskie, seconded by Thompson that the adoption of minutes from SRA 11I be stricken from the 
agenda. 
 
Discussion 

 The Speaker noted that the process of minute revisions is in a transition phase, and that he hasn’t had a 
chance to review the minutes.  

 

Passes by General Consent 
Vote on Adoption 
 

Motion Passes 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Speaker made note of Sahani's resignation from the Engineering Caucus. 
 The Speaker asked that if any SRA member is giving a presentation, to please provide an electronic 

copy to the administrative assistants to be appended to the minutes.  
 In addition to the Speakers job description, the Speaker will be reviewing minutes prior to them being 

posted to the website.  
 The Speaker asked the assembly to turn cell phones and laptops off. 
 Sparrow challenged the Chair. 

file:///C:\Documents and Settings\
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 Sparrow noted that the Assembly would like the use of laptops for proper and accurate 
documentation. 

 Granat noted his support to the Chair, however members can’t hand things to admin assistants and 
don’t have access to a printer.  It is more damaging to use electronics and members should pay 
attention to the meeting.  He mentioned that he would appreciate if everyone had respect and put 
them away willingly. 

 Sayani-Mulji noted his support to Sparrow, as research during the meeting is needed.  Laptop use 
should be handled by a case by case basis. 

 Somers suggested having a friendly understanding of laptop use, however elimination of cell phone 
communication, as it is not relevant to the meeting. 

 S. Ali asked the Speaker to consider that family members could potentially be terminally ill, and it 
would be upsetting to not have access to a cell phone in case of an emergency.  

 Erl suggested for the benefit of the new members to please clarify what challenging the chair entails. 
 The Speaker discussed the challenge of the chair procedures. 
 Golendukhin noted it was unnecessary to put electronics away, as we were elected to be mature 

respectable adults. 
 The Speaker noted that complaints were received from members of the Assembly, as well as non-

members, who said they were shocked by the uses of the computer during the meeting. The Speaker 
reminded the Assembly it is within the chairs discretion to allow electronics during a meeting. 

 The Speaker made a final note that members are able to keep cell phones and laptops, however he 
would prefer not to see them being used, as it is a distraction to other members.  
 

REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Humanities Sciences Caucus - Bifano presented 
 

 Bifano summarized her report.  
 
2. Kinesiology Caucus – Rathbone presented 
 

 Rathbone verbally updated the assembly (no report attached). 
 
3. Bylaws and Procedures Commissioner – Metrailler presented 
 

 Metrailler verbally updated the assembly (no report attached). 
 
Questions 

 Granat expressed a concern with the report, as the amendments should have had more notice than 24 
hours, and he is concerned that the constitutional amendments are potentially biased. 

 Metrailler noted that he has a draft copy available, however the changes do not need to be presented. All 
that is required at this stage is for 50% of the SRA to have signed a petition to initiate the process. 
Metrailler clarified that we are not discussing approving the amendments. 

 Sparrow noted he would like to have reviewed the changes, and would have appreciated a presentation 
in the case of any questions arising from the changes.  

 Metrailler noted that he is following procedures. Metrailler stated that he would be happy to meet with 
individual members for further discussions. 

 Al-Amad asked about holding a referendum.  
 Granat asked if Metrailler will commit to handing in reports on time. Metrailler responded that he will 

have it in by the deadline in the future. 
 Rathbone asked about last year’s timeline for constitutional changes and what happened. Metrailler 

responded he was unsure of the process of last year.  
 Ferguson asked the Speaker to re-iterate the procedure of constitutional amendments. The Speaker 

noted the procedures associated with changing the constitution. 
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 Kuzman mentioned that having been on the committee in the past, usually a delegation from the floor is 
done. Kuzman urged Metrailler to consider having a delegation from the floor to ensure changes are 
interpreted correctly or further clarification is provided. Metrailler responded that the only issue is timing 
as notice has to be published in The Silhouette in the November 24th issue.  

 Sayani-Mulji expressed shock that new SRA members were not included in the discussion. 
 Metrailler noted that Dillon-Leitch suggested the change of increasing number of seats on the assembly.  
 Granat asked where the idea to change the number of seats to 60 came from. Metrailler responded that 

admittedly it was chosen as an arbitrary number, however it will allow for more equal representation. 
 
4. Services Commissioner - Rathbone presented 
 

 Rathbone summarized his report.  
 
5. Executive Board - Ferguson presented 
 

 Ferguson verbally updated the Assembly on Executive Board’s progress (Saeed absent). 
 
6. Health Sciences Caucus - Wiener presented 
 

 Wiener verbally updated the assembly. Report to be sent out to the Assembly shortly. 
 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Thompson noted that McMaster won the football game against Western and in turn, the Western USC 
president has to wear a Mac shirt for a week. 

 Thompson noted that he is reviewing a proposed ATM contract for 1280 with McMaster Credit Union. 
This Wednesday McMaster Credit Union will be giving a run-down on a club bank structure and discussing 
potentially putting a branch on campus. 

 Thompson mentioned that the job description questionnaires for full time staff are on-going.  
 Kuzman updated the Assembly on the quality of education project. It is estimated that the project will be 

completed soon, and she will bring a first draft to the next meeting.  
 Kuzman reported on an open forum on teaching evaluations (posters around campus) and the quality of 

teaching on Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:30pm. Kuzman encouraged the Assembly  to drop in and share ideas 
in hopes of keeping a live Google document to record and develop a manifest on how to move forward.  

 Ferguson updated the Assembly on Pride Week, which is happening this week. There will be a parade 
happening on Wednesday at 3:30pm in front of Mills. Ferguson noted that the men’s basketball team will 
be in attendance for support. Wednesday evening starting at 7pm will be a night of remembrance at the 
Red Door Café, which will feature speakers and performances. Entrance is free; however there is a 
recommendation to bring a food or clothing donation. 

 Ferguson noted that the quality of education assessment has been submitted to all undergraduate 
students and asked members to urge student to fill out the form. 

 Ferguson reminded the Assembly of unfilled representative profiles on the website. Only 10 members 
have filled out profiles. 

 Wiener asked members to keep the SRA office clean.  
 Ali noted that the Remembrance Day ceremony was a success.  
 Granat updated the Assembly the Trick-Or-Eat event. 700 pounds of Halloween candy were donated and 

part of the funds went to Living Rock and Mac Bread Bin. 
 Sayani-Mulji extended congratulations to the SWAB event.  He expressed concern over some features of 

Canada Blood Services’ practices, such as the ban on men who have sex with men from donating blood. 
Sayani-Mulji noted that other universities have taken a stance and McMaster needs to take a stance now 
as well. 
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 Erl noted that the SRA office needs a new sign as the current one is old and used. Granat will be looking at 
new advertising strategies. It was encouraged to the Assembly to attend the next Executive Board 
meeting for input.  

 Sparrow noted there may be a potential strike called for Teaching Assistants.  A strike vote does not 
necessarily lead to a strike, however it forces administration to realize that the TAs are serious. Sparrow 
noted the parties are doing what they can to reach a consensus.  

 Sparrow met with Dr. Charlotte Yates, dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, to discuss and identify issues 
regarding tenure track professors. It was noted that Social Sciences has the worst student to faculty ratio 
and Sparrow is hoping to hold a campaign to have more tenure track professors.  

 Rathbone re-iterated Sayani-Mulji's statement on Canadian Blood Services. Rathbone noted he was in 
agreement that the policy needs to change, however it is hard to disagree when CBS is also doing good 
work for the community.  

 Al-Amad mentioned that Occupy McMaster had their first meeting last week, and additional meetings will 
be held each Wednesday at 7pm in the Atrium.  

 Kuzman noted she would require supplementary information about Canadian Blood Services and the Get 
Swabbed program. This project was presented by last year’s Vice President (Education) Joe Finkle after 
research by Kuzman, and he became the contact for the policy, which was reviewed in great detail. The 
good outweighed the negative aspects. There was a meeting held to discuss concerns, however Kuzman is 
not willing to disclose information as there are personal details about students.  

 Ferguson provided further commentary on the issue brought forward by Sayani-Mulji. Ferguson noted 
that the issue of males having sex with males is a contentious issue, and the reasons why they cannot 
donate is based on medical research and statistics, and is not considered homophobic by CBS.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Sayani-Mulji asked the Board about the status of Gmail. Ferguson responded that she can’t give a solid 
update, however she suggested that members meet with Dillon-Leitch for specific information. 

 Granat asked Thompson for 1280's financial statements. Thompson noted significant improvement, with a 
$12,000 profit at month end of September 2010. 

 Campbell asked Metrailler if it was possible to hold a session regarding the constitutional amendments to 
further clarify needs. Metrailler noted there will be available sessions. 

 Recoskie asked Al-Amad to outline the goals of Occupy McMaster. Al-Amad responded by saying that 
members should attend the upcoming meeting on Wednesday to discuss further goals. 

 Granat asked Thompson to provide an update on the graduates from 2006 and when they will be sent 
their yearbooks. Thompson noted that the estimated delivery date for the 2006 edition of the Marmor is 
the end of November.   

 Kuzman asked Bifano about details of Patrick Deane’s talk. Bifano responded the talk will happen on 
November 24

th
 from 1pm to 3pm in Council Chambers. 

BUSINESS 
 
1.  Close Nominations for MSU Members to Standing Committees 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Kuzman that the Assembly close nominations MSU members to the following 
Standing Committees: 

 Finance (1) 
 Operations (1) 

 
Nominations 
 
Finance 

 Granat nominated Matthew Bergen - accepted 
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Operations 
 Mohammad Shariq Wani – accepted 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Matthew Bergen won the seat on the Finance Committee by acclamation. 
 Mohammad Shariq Wani won the seat on the Operations Committee by acclamation. 

 
2.  Close Nominations for MSU Members to Other Committees 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Thompson that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members to the 
following Awards Selection Committees: 

 Honour M (1) 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
 Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 Spirit Award (1) 

 
Nominations 

 Shawn Fazel was nominated for all Award Selection Committees 
 
Discussion 

 Sparrow questioned whether Shawn Fazel would be able to do an adequate job being on all the 
committees. 

 Campbell asked when meetings start. The Speaker noted the first meetings will likely happen at the end of 
January. 

 Metrailler asked the Speaker if the nominations were open last meeting. The Speaker responded that the 
nominations were publicized in the minutes. 

 Thompson asked the Speaker if Shawn Fazel can handle being on all committees. Moore suggested 
posting an advertisement on the MSU website and The Silhouette to seek a larger pool of candidates, 
which will enable nominees to plan their schedules and allow for a workable time commitment.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 0 Opposed: 27 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Recoskie, Rathbone, Bifano, Napeloni, Erl, Al-Amad, Mohamed, Daniel, Khaja, Dhawan, Somers, 
Jamieson, Zuchowski, Golan, Abdelrahman, Wiener, Sayani-Mulji, Campbell, Mohamed, Sayed-Rahman, 

Metrailler, Ali, Sparrow, Granat, Ahmad, Bober-Inoue, Knezic 
Abstained: Ferguson, Thompson 

Motion Fails 
 
3.  Close Nominations for MSU Members to Other Committees 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Thompson that the Assembly close nominations for SRA members to the 
following Awards Selection Committees: 

 Honour M (1) 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
 Merit Scholarship (1) 
 J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 Spirit Award (1) 
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Nominations 
 Granat nominated Erl for Honour M – accepted 
 Somers nominated Dhawan for Rudy Heinzl – accepted 
 Somers was nominated for Spirit award – accepted 
 Granat nominated Amad for Merit Scholarship - accepted 
 Mohamed nominated Daniel J. Lynn Watson - accepted 

 
Vote on Motion 

In Favour: 25 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 5 
Abstained: Erl, Al-Amad, Dhawan, Somers, Ahmad 

Motion Passes 
 

 Erl won the seat on the Honour M Selection Committee by acclamation. 
 Dhawan won the seat on the Rudy Heinzl Selection Committee by acclamation. 
 Amad won the seat on the Merit Scholarship Selection Committee by acclamation. 
 Daniel won the seat on the J. Lynn Watson Selection Committee by acclamation. 
 Somers won the seat on the Spirit Award Selection Committee by acclamation. 

 
4. Open Nominations for MSU Members to Other Committees 
  
 Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Dhawan, that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) MSU member on the 
Elections Committee. 
 
Discussion 

 Erl asked who was nominated.  
 The Speaker noted there are currently no nominations. 
 Thompson suggested that the Assembly advertise open seats on Facebook. 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by Zuchowski to recess for 10 minutes. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 7 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Ferguson Thompson, Bifano, Khaja, Dhawan, Somers, Recoskie 

Motion Passes 
 
Recessed at 8:03 p.m. 
Called to order at 8:13 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Abdelrahman, Ahmad, Al-Amad, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, 

Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Kuzman, Marlowe, 
Metrailler, A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Sayani-Mulji, 
Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski  

Absent Excused  
Absent A. Ali, Knezic, Saeed, Sahani 
Late  Khaja 
Others Present Naomi Pullen (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), James Dowdall (MSU Member, 

SWHAT), Matt Wright (Assistant Director Campus Events) A. Tutolo (Recording 
Secretary) 
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Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the Assembly consider opening one (1) SRA seat to the 
Elections Committee in New Business.  
 
Discussion 

 Ferguson noted that a member had resigned.  
 Metrailler noted that he resigned from the Elections Committee due to a conflict of interest. 

 
Vote to Consider 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
1. Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Granat that the Assembly open nominations one (1) SRA seat to the Elections 
Committee. 
 
Vote on Motion 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
 
 
Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Somers that the Assembly consider approval of the changes to the PAC 
Operating Policy as circulated by email. 
 
Discussion 

 Rathbone noted that he had not included a motion in his email to the administrative assistant. 
 
Vote to Consider 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
2. Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Jamieson that the Assembly approve the changes to the PAC  Operating 
Policy as circulated by email. 
 
Discussion 

 Rathbone mentioned in his report, and also emailed the changes to the Assembly. Changes are minor.  
 Erl pointed out that we were speaking on BreadBin, not PAC. Rathbone made a friendly amendment to his 

motion to reflect new changes. 
 

  
Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Ferguson that the Assembly approve the changes to the BreadBin  Operating 
Policy as circulated by email. 
 
Discussion 

 Rathbone read directly on the policy and noted strikeout changes. 
 Ferguson noted there were minor changes. The Operating Policy has been circulated to appropriate 

individuals and has been reviewed by Granat, Rathbone, BreadBin Director, and the services committee.  
 Golendukhin asked about the BreadBin summer hours. 
 Rathbone responded that the change does not affect summer hours. Rathbone deferred to Ferguson for 

additional details.  
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 Ferguson noted BreadBin will be operating during the summer, however it will be challenging. Ferguson 
noted that there will be further discussions on the summer time operation.  

 Granat noted that he wants confirmation that the service will be open year-round.  
 Ferguson noted that the operating policy does state that there will be operations in the summer.  
 Sparrow noted a concern with the summer hours not being feasible and stated that it is not appropriate 

to remove an EB member from the hiring committee.  
 Granat noted that the service should be open all year round. 
 Ferguson expressed she was puzzled as to why there is a concern. This issue was brought up at Executive 

Board numerous times. Ferguson noted she understood concerns, and stated that it would not be a good 
organizational move to not approve the minor changes. 

 Campbell asked if there was another position within the MSU that doesn’t report to EB. Ferguson noted 
that the Diversity Services Coordinator sits under the director, and does not report to EB.  

 Granat noted that BreadBin is a service provided to students as a benefit. Granat inquired if BreadBin has 
done an organizational cost-benefit analysis, and if it fosters better student life. 

 Ferguson replied that currently, the organization has not done a cost benefit analysis, however there are 
plans to initiate it this year. Ferguson noted that Granat was present in the Executive Board meeting 
where discussions were held regarding BreadBin. She agreed that BreadBin is an essential service. 

 Ferguson discussed the importance of having the service open during the summer, as it would be a 
student and organizational benefit. There will be a survey conducted in January to assess the need of 
services.  

 Rathbone expressed his support for having outgoing employee on the hiring committee.  He said that 
most committees have the outgoing PTM on them, as it helps the committee to understand operations. 

 Sparrow noted that summer students are full MSU members and that more PTMs should be overseen by 
the Executive Board. 

 Granat asked if the Bylaws would violate the policies. The Speaker noted it would not violate any bylaws, 
it is a redundancy but serves as a useful reminder.  

 Sparrow asked if there have been more violations. 
 The Speaker couldn’t comment, but said that the Bylaws will be reviewed. 
 Campbell noted it may be worthwhile withdrawing the motion to clarify until the next meeting. 
 The Speaker reminded the Assembly that passing this motion would not violate any bylaws. 

 
Vote on Consider  
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 10 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Erl, Al-Amad, Mohamed, Abdelrahman, Wiener, Sayani-Mulji, Mohamed, Sayed-Rahman, S. Ali, 

Sparrow 
Motion Passes 

 
Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Ferguson that the Assembly approve the changes to the BreadBin  Operating 
Policy as circulated by email. 
 
Discussion 

 Ferguson move to amend the motion to remove proposed changes to section 3.2.3. 
 
Moved by Campbell, seconded by Sparrow to refer to committee. 
 
Discussion 

 Campbell noted the conversation is getting circular. 
 Granat asked the Assembly what the committee is referring to, as there is a problem with hiring board, 

and it would be better suited for the Bylaws and Procedures Committee to discuss. 
 Rathbone noted that there is an action plan for the policy.  

 
Moved by Sparrow, seconded by Recoskie to call to question. 
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Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 11 Opposed: 12 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed: Napeloni, Erl , Mohamed, Daniel, Dhawan, Sayani-Mulji, Golden, Wiener, Saeed, Ali, Granat, Ahmad, 

Bober-Inoue 
Abstain: Kuzman, Bifano, Khaja, Campbell 

Motion Fails 
 
 

 Granat noted that if the Assembly doesn't pass the portion of the Operating Policy that pertains to 
eliminating the maximum amount of donations a student is able to receive, then some students who may 
be in need might be left out.  

 Somers would like additional clarification. 
 Ferguson noted that BreadBin operates and fulfills needs more than twice a week.  The bylaw should be 

solidified to make it a practice. 
 

Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Granat, Ahmad, Sayed-Rahman,  

Abstained: Daniel, Khaja, Dhawan 
Motion Passes 

 
Moved by Sparrow, seconded by Sayed-Rahman that the MSU express solidarity with the students of Quebec who 
are standing up to a 75% increase in tuition.  
 

 Sparrow noted this is a paramount issue throughout Canada, where we want low cost tuition.  This seems 
to be unattainable, but this motion would be just a general statement in the minutes to support students 
in Quebec, not a plan of action that certain activities need to be done alongside it. 

 Metrailler noted that this type of political stance on the MSU should have been brought to the External 
Affairs committee. 

 Granat noted it is a political motion as everything we do is a political.  
 Sayani-Mulji noted it is something extremely relevant to a student union. 
 Wiener stated that we do not need to bring it forward through EA.  
 Kuzman commended the spirit of the mover on this motion, however it is important to utilize the 

channels at our disposal, as it is an external situation. Kuzman noted that the lobby organizations that we 
are a part of should be utilized.  Kuzman asked the mover or seconder if they have asked CASA or OUSA 
what their stance is and if there is relevance in Ontario. 

 Napeloni encouraged debate. 
 Erl noted there was a brief discussion before the meeting, and stressed it is important to debate. 
 Sparrow noted it is an issue that will affect all of us. CASA doesn’t exist in Quebec. Positions within OUSA’s 

lobbying material that states they want a 2:1 cost sharing ratio. Sparrow noted that if we want to fight for 
low tuition, the MSU should take a stance and not let it happen in other provinces as it makes the 
message strong across the nation. Sparrow noted it was not sent to External Affairs because the event 
happened within the last few days.  

 Kuzman noted that OUSA is the largest lobbying organization in Ontario, and a discussion with OUSA will 
actually benefit the students.   
 

Moved by Granat, seconded by Ahmad to call to question. 
 

Vote to Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 2 Abstentions:  
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Opposed: Erl, Sayed-Rahman 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote to Consider 
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 4 
Opposed: Ferguson, Thompson 

Abstained: Knezic, Bober-Inoue, Khaja, Dhawan 
Motion Passes 

 
3. Moved by Sparrow, seconded by Sayed-Rahman that the MSU express solidarity with the students of Quebec 
who are standing up to a 75% increase in tuition.  
 

 Sparrow asked why students should solve budget problems that exist. It is essential that the MSU be 
known and take a stance in agreement.  

 Napeloni mentioned it could be too political an issue for the MSU to take stance  
 Metrailler noted that the issue should be brought to the External Affairs committee.  
 Erl supported the motion, and said that it is important to take a lesson from the students of Quebec.  
 Kuzman noted that it would allow for a more refined discussion if it was brought to External Affairs. It will 

contribute to a more informed and fruitful debate.  
 Campbell asked what the proposed percentage increase is. Sparrow replied that The Globe and Mail has 

reported that the proposed increase is 75% over five years.  
 Sayani-Mulji noted that this is an example of direct democracy and direct student engagement. 

 
Moved by Jamieson, seconded by Zuchowski to postpone the motion to the next meeting.  
 
Discussion 

 Jamieson noted that the President and Vice President Education are absent, and it would be beneficial to 
have them present to make this decision.  

 Granat noted that most of the External Affairs committee is here. 
 Sparrow noted the situation is going on right now and there should be nothing stopping us from moving 

forward. If we want to move forward and make a bigger statement, we can. 
 Erl noted that refinement is when we have time and abundance. Erl stated that the MSU needs to bring 

this motion forward so we can show support. It is not in the Assembly’s best interest to let this matter 
slide.  

 Al-Amad noted this is a timely issue, as the students of Quebec need us. To be silent is to be compliant. 
 Jamieson clarified what the commissioner’s position is. If it sits in the minutes, we should do more than 

state in the minutes that we support them. 
 Mohamed noted the importance of making first steps to show early involvement. 
 Erl noted he can make up his mind without a commissioner. 

 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Zuchowski to call the question. 
 
Vote to Call of the Question 
 

In Favour: 21 Opposed: 9 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Napeloni, Erl, Al-Amad, Daniel, Abdelrahman, Sayani-Mulji, Saeed, Ali, Sparrow 

Motion Passes 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 0 Opposed: 23 Abstentions: 0 
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Opposed: Ferguson, Recoskie, Rathbone, Kuzman, Napeloni, Erl, Ahmad, Mohamed, Jamieson, Zuchowski, 
Golden, Abdelrahman, Wiener, Sayani-Mulji, Campbell, Mohamed, Sayed-Rahman, Metrailler, S. Ali, Sparrow, 

Granat, Bober, Knezic 
Motion Fails 

 
 Thompson suggested communicating the issue in other ways, as minutes will not be posted for at least 

two weeks.  
 Daniel noted her support. 

 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Ahmad to call the question. 
 
Vote to Call of the Question 

 
In Favour: 17 Opposed: 8 Abstentions: 3 

Opposed: Napeloni, Erl, Ahmad, Abdelrahman, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, S. Ali, Sparrow 
Abstain: Wiener, Daniel, Campbell 

Motion Passes 
 
Vote on Main Motion 
 

In Favour: 19 Opposed: 5 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Metrailler, Zuchowski, Jamieson, Ferguson, Ahmad 

Abstain: Thompson, Recoskie, Daniel 
Motion Passes 

 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Granat to enter into a discussion on the constitutional amendments which have 
been approved by the Bylaws and Procedures Committee, capped at 40 minutes.  
 

 Metrailler noted being indifferent to a discussion here, however wanted to have the option of bringing 
the motion forward.  

 Granat agreed to hear this motion. 
 Erl noted that to have an appropriate debate, all members should be in attendance. 
 Metrailler clarified that members will have an opportunity to have a discussion on an individual basis. 
 Sayani-Mulji noted he would appreciate hearing everyone else’s opinion. 

 
Vote to Consider 
 

In Favour: 14 Opposed: 8 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Ferguson, Thompson, Recoskie, Mohamed, Jamieson, Golendukhin, Abdelrahman, Bober-Inoue 

Abstain: Al-Amad, Khaja, Campbell 
Motion Fails 

TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2011 
6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Abdelrahman, Ahmad, Al-Amad, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, 

Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Kuzman, Marlowe, 
Metrailler, A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Sayani-Mulji, 
Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski  
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Absent Excused  
Absent A. Ali, Knezic, Saeed, Sahani 
Late   
Others Present Naomi Pullen (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), James Dowdall (MSU Member, 

SWHAT), Matt Wright (Assistant Director Campus Events) A. Tutolo (Recording 
Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Zuchowski, seconded by Wiener that the meeting adjourn. 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Sayed-Rahman 

Abstained: Erl, Abdelrahman 
Motion Passes 

 
Adjourned at 11:50 p.m. 
 
 
/at 
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Dear Members of the Student Representative Assembly, 
 
This year thus far has been an exciting one filled with new approaches and projects! Our caucus has 
established itself well by working closely with our administration and Faculty Society. Because of this 
relationship we have been able to network well our students too. 
 
One of my main priorities this year was to ensure a direct connection between the McMaster 
Humanities Society and the Humanities Caucus.   
 
Bridging this gap allows for these two groups be a stronger cohesive unit, working towards a similar 
goal. In September, I organized a “Let’s talk humanities” which was a first year open forum event. The 
Deans office, Academic advising office and Career Services Liaison, participated as panelist along with 
our SRA representatives and MHS exec. The motivation for this project was to allow first years the 
opportunity to ask questions, engage in discussion and learn what their faculty has to offer them over 
the next three or four years. 
 
During the month of October, our caucus paved the path for communicating digitally with students by 
using Vlogs. Ms. Kuzman and myself put together a video outlining the details of the provincial election 
and encouraging student to make informed decisions and vote! 
 
As a continuation from last year, Ms. Kuzman is diligently working on our “Humanities Holler,” which is a 
monthly newsletter. The Holler serves the purpose of promoting current events in our faculty, MHS, and 
faculty related clubs. This project is a great way establish a community within your respective faculties, I 
encourage (if you have not done so already) to examine the potential benefits of a formal means of 
communication with your constituents. 
 
Currently a major project that myself and Ms. Kuzman are tackling is “Experiential Education.” This 
project has been in the works for a while and we are happy that our efforts are proving fruitful. We have 
met with the Humanities Administration several times along with Mr. Erl, Mr. Napeloni and the MHS Vp 
Academic, Ms. Watson.  A lot of research has been conducted, and a strategic plan of implementation 
has been created by myself and Ms. Watson. An open forum/ General Assembly is scheduled in January 
to inform students of this new development and inform them of a potential fee increase, which they will 
vote for during our General Assembly. I am pleased to announce that Dr. Patrick Deane will be speaking 
at our open forum as this initiative reflects Dr. Deane’s vision for McMaster. 
 

. 

REPORT 
 

From the office of the… 

Humanities Caucus 

TO:  Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Lisa Bifano 

SUBJECT: Humanities Caucus Report 

DATE: November 13, 2011 
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Over the last few months, I have been working with our Bylaws and Procedures commissioner, Mr. 
Metrailler to revise the old bylaws of the MHS. I would like to personally thank him for meeting with me. 
His efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Ms. Lisa Bifano 
SRA Humanities, Caucus Leader (September/October) 
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Dear SRA 

 
It is my great pleasure to be reporting to you again and as always I will keep it brief. First a reminder to 
everyone that the Services meetings are always open for people to join. We are currently arranging 
a new meeting time due to some changes in members’ schedules. We will keep the SRA informed 
of the new time.  If you would like to actively work on committee projects please email me and I 
can add you to the committee’s Dropbox. I would also like to welcome our new member, 

 
Women’s Centre Project: 

This project has been put on hold. Mr. Sparrow has found a Women’s Studies class that is 

investigating this issue. As such this project is on hold until we hear their information as we wish to have 
the information to avoid duplicating efforts. We expect to start up again in January. 
 
Services Review Project: 
This project is progressing without much hindrance. We currently have lists of questions we feel would 
be beneficial to investigate with respect to the various services. We are in the process of dividing 
them up into specific questions for PTMs and questions to ask the student body in a survey. This 
should be done by next meeting and then we will be soliciting feedback from the PTMs. 

 
MacBreadbin Operating Policy: 
As many of you are aware there was controversy over whether MacBreadbin should be operating 
through the summer. Mr. Granat, the VP (Administration), the MacBreadbin director and I had a 
productive meeting discussing  this change. At this meeting we also discussed changes to the 
Operating Policy to change the hiring board for  the MacBreadbin coordinator, to include the 
outgoing MacBreadbin director instead of an Executive Board member. This is meant to provide more 
perspective and is based on the logic that the coordinator works under  the director as opposed  to  
directly  under  the  Executive  Board.  These  changes  are  coming  forward  at  this meeting. 

 
PAC Operating Policy: 

This policy went through the Operations Committee as it was classified under that committee last 
year. However, we believe this was in error and review it as well. Most of the changes are minor with 
the exception of the official change from the checklist to flowchart for Poster Approval. This will likely 
be brought forward at next meeting for approval. 
 

. 

REPORT 
 

From the office of the… 

Services Commissioner 

TO:  Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Alasdair Rathbone, SRA Services Commissioner 

DATE: November 13, 2011 
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Yours truly, 

Alasdair Rathbone 
SRA Services Commissioner ’11-12 

SRA Kinesiology 
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Operating Policy 1. 9.8 – MAC Bread Bin 

 
1. PURPOSE 

 
1.1 To coordinate the distribution of foodstuffs and other basic necessities to McMaster University 

students in need of assistance; 
 

1.2 To coordinate, in conjunction with the Fundraising Initiative Team (FIT)  fundraisers and food 
raisers which also raise awareness of issues regarding hunger within the greater McMaster 
community; 

 
1.3 To develop educational materials for students in conjunction with relevant campus offices. 

 

2. OPERATING PARAMETERS 
 

2.1 MAC Bread Bin shall operate year round as a charity service within the McMaster Students Union; 
2.2 MAC Bread Bin shall ensure that all of the items being distributed meet standards set by relevant 

legislation; 
2.3 MAC Bread Bin shall strive to protect the identity of all students that use the service; 
2.4 MAC Bread Bin shall distribute food and other basic necessities in a secure, accessible, and 

discrete manner on campus a minimum of twice per week; 
2.5 MAC Bread Bin shall work in conjunction with on-campus offices, departments, services, and 

clubs, and off-campus businesses and organizations that address the causes and consequences 
of hunger and/or other related issues within their mandates; 

2.6 MAC Bread Bin shall coordinate fundraisers, or assist in the coordination of fundraisers with other 
campus groups over the course of the academic year with the top priorities being to obtain food 
and other basic necessities for students in need, to educate students on the causes and 
consequences of student hunger and options available to students in need. 

 

3. PERSONNEL STRUCTURE 
 

3.1 The Director, who shall: 
 
3.1.1 Be responsible for managing all activities of MAC Bread Bin; 
3.1.2 Perform duties outlined in the MAC Bread Bin Director job description; 
3.1.3 Be hired by a hiring committee struck by the Executive Board that shall consist of: 

3.1.3.1 The outgoing Director; 
3.1.3.2 The Vice-President (Administration); 
3.1.3.3 One (1) Executive Board Member. 

 

3.2 The Program Coordinator, who shall: 
 
3.2.1 Be responsible for overseeing the Meal Exchange program; 
3.2.2 Perform duties outlined in the MAC Bread Bin Program Coordinator job description; 
3.2.3 Be hired by a hiring committee struck by the Executive Board that shall consist of: 

 
3.2.3.1 The incoming MAC Bread Bin Director; 
3.2.3.2 The Vice-President (Administration); 
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3.2.3.3 One (1) Executive Board Member. 
3.2.3.4 The outgoing MAC Bread Bin Director 
 

 

 


