
 
AGENDA - SRA 11I 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY  
Sunday, October 30, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, ON 

 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Call of the Roll, Adoption of Agenda, Playing of National Anthem, Adoption of Minutes 11F and 11H, 
Announcements from the Chair, Delegations from the Floor, Report Period, Information Period, 
Question Period, Business Arising from the Minutes, Business, Committee Business, Unfinished Business, 
New Business, Time of Next Meeting, Call of the Roll, Adjournment 
 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
1. Discussion on ‘Forward with Integrity’, a letter written by  

Dr. Patrick Deane 
M. Dillon-Leitch & 
A. Ali 

   
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Commerce Caucus  
2. Engineering Caucus Brian Jamieson 
3. Executive Board David Campbell 
4. Vice-President (Education) Alicia Ali 
 
BUSINESS 
 
1. Close Nominations for MSU Member to Other Committees Ferguson 
2. Close Nominations for SRA Members to Standing Committees Ferguson 
3. Open Nominations for MSU Member to Standing Committees Sayani-Mulji 
4. Close Nominations for MSU Members to Standing Committees Metrailler 
5. MSU Policy Statement on Campus Transit Erl 
6.   
7.   
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
1. Bylaw 3/A – Assembly Procedures Metrailler 
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MOTIONS 
 
1. Moved by Ferguson, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) 

SRA member to the Elections Committee. 
2. 
 

Moved by Ferguson, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for SRA 
Members to the following Standing Committees: 

 Finance (1) 
 Services (1) 
 Operations (2) 

3. Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by ___that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) 
MSU member to the Operations Committee. 

4. Moved by____, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for MSU Members 
to the following Standing Committees: 

 Bylaws and Procedures (1) 
 University Affairs (1) 

5. Moved by Erl, seconded by ___ that the Assembly approve the changes to the MSU Policy 
Statement on Campus Transit 

6. 
 

Moved by Metrailler that the Assembly approve the amendments to Bylaw 3/A – 
Assembly Procedures as circulated and attached. 
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        Student Representative Assembly Meeting 11I 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
 

 
Call to Order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ahmad, Al-Amad, A. Ali, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, Dillon-

Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Knezic, Marlowe, 
Metrailler, A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed, Sayani-
Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski  

Absent Excused  
Absent Sahani 
Late  Abdelrahman, Kuzman 
Others Present Kelly Holling (MSU Member), Mike Cheung (MSU Member), Naomi Pullen (MSU 

Member), Stefanie Gisonni (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Nicole Archer (IRC 
President), Ashkan Javidam (MSU Member), Mohammed Shariqwami (MSU Member), 
Mrya Soheil (MSU Member), Alvand Mohtashami (MSU Member), Josh Kocavrek (MSU 
Member), Tennison Yu (MSU Member, SWHAT), James Dowdall (MSU Member, 
SWHAT), Graydon Simmons (BHSS Chair), Melissa Sharma (DRO), Emily Bot (MES 
President), Inem Etokudo (MSU Member), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Thompson, seconded by Granat that the agenda be adopted as amended. 
 
Amendments 

 Thompson – add to Delegation from the Floor – Canadian Alliance of Student Associations 
 

Passes by General Consent 
 
Vote on Adoption 

Motion Passes 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Jamieson, seconded by Sparrow that the minutes of SRA 11F and 11H be adopted as amended. 
 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Sparrow, seconded by Metrailler to split the motion. 
 
Discussion 

 Sparrow stated that there were a lot of errors in the minutes for SRA 11H and it would be beneficial for 
the Bylaws Committee to over the minutes in detail and to make clarifications. 

 Metrailler stated he agreed to the motion. 
 

Passes by General Consent 
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Moved by Jamieson, seconded by Sayed-Rahman that the minutes of SRA 11F be adopted as circulated and 
amended. 
 
Discussion 

 Dhawan stated that she was present at 11F and asked for it to be changed. 
 
Vote on Adoption 

Motion Passes 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Speaker welcomed the new members to the Assembly (Jeremy Bober-Inoue, Business; Salah 
Abdelrahman, Engineering; Ayaan Mohamed, Nursing; Nabil Khaja, Science; Sarah Ali, Social Sciences). 
The Speaker reminded the Assembly to please direct comments through the Chair and to rise when 
speaking.  

 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Moved by Ali, seconded by Thompson that the Delegation from the Floor – CASA presents first. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 31 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Sparrow, Wiener 

Abstained: Erl, Al-Amad, Sayed-Rahman 
Motion Passes 

 
Moved by Ali, seconded by Thompson to set parameters for Delegations to be 30 minutes for presentation and 15 
minutes for question period. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 6 
Abstained: Napeloni, Erl, Abdelrahman, S. Ali, Sayed-Rahman, Sparrow 

Motion Passes 
 
1. CASA – Zachary Dayler, CASA National Director, presented 
 

 Dayler introduced himself and went over his presentation with the Assembly. He presented the vision, 
mission and the workings of CASA. He went over what projects they are currently working on and their 
successes.  

 
Questions 

 Sparrow asked what CASA’s current position on tuition was. Dayler responded that they have recently 
switched over their website and it is on their advocacy priorities for the year. CASA has a standing policy 
on the federal policy on post-secondary education. Saying CASA doesn’t focus on tuition isn’t fair. The 
transfer payments impact federal money to provinces and hopefully it decreases, and that it’s not fair for 
any student. The opportunity to address this will be 2013-14 when the agreements are up for 
negotiations.  

 Metrailler stated that Canada as a nation was falling behind on other nations in the world and a large part 
was because there was no federal body dealing with education. He asked what was CASA’s stance on 
creating a federal body on education. Dayler responded that anything aimed to improve the situation 
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would be something that membership would find favourable. A national strategy on education, sharing 
data on students or ensuring “a mark is a mark” all comes down to the membership.  

 Erl noted that on the final page is free market for academic materials and going through the copyright act. 
Erl asked how free trade will help the domestic market. Dayler responded that there will be more 
competition to reduce prices on books and academic materials. There is little room for organizations to 
offer savings to students, as discounts are already at the maximum they can provide. 

 Granat asked Dayler what members of parliament in Hamilton they have contacted lately. Dayler stated 
that McMaster recently met with Chris Charlton, MP Hamilton Mountain, and met with David 
Christopherson, MP Hamilton Centre, since the last election. There are a number of meetings scheduled 
for November. When elections were finished there was a round of letters sent asking MPs to keep 
education at the front of their minds. 

 Kuzman asked about the goal to call for an annual 2% cap and if it was the major goal for 2011-12, and 
what the priorities were for indigenous students. Dayler responded that for their major asks they are 
looking to see an increase in the federal transfer and the removal of 2% is a major ask. They are making 
sure all of their spending and post-secondary education to help with the first nations. They are not just 
asking for the 2% cap. They are trying to organize a meeting with the Youth Council and regularly get 
conference calls across Canada about issues. 

 Sayed-Rahman asked why they weren’t advocating for an increase in the transfer payment agreement. 
Dayler stated that it wasn’t in their “asks” because each year they are given three major “asks” to put on 
the table. It has been on the table each and every year and hopefully by now they have heard it. They 
aren’t pursuing it this year but hopefully they will be advancing on it and putting it back later.  

 Al-Amad thanked Dayler for the presentation. He asked him about the structure of the votes and if it was 
fair that a school of 2,000 gets the same input as a school with 20,000 students. Dayler responded that 
until recently it was one school, one vote. The issue of voting was a challenge, but it’s fixed as one 
member, one vote on meetings and agendas.  On a number of special resolutions on full-time equivalence 
CASA provides schools with options of changing policy and hiring. Larger schools do have a weightier say.  

 Ahmad asked how the monetary policy will affect transfer. Dayler responded that they keep seeing cuts 
being done and groups being given a percentage that they have to cut. The student funding groups will try 
to say that the cuts won’t impact transfers. Since 2007-08 they have increased the amount of funding for 
social transfer.  

 Saeed asked how to explain to students of the justification of belonging to CASA. Dayler responded that 
the average per student fee is $2.75. He asked Saeed to keep in mind that members of CASA are part of 
the organization and that all the students are represented. One of the things that the students are paying 
for is to have staff in Ottawa and having staff advocating on their behalf.  They are setting the tone for 
Post Secondary Education and the student governments do a good job at organizing events but it’s all 
about being represented and as students your voices are heard on issues, in coordination with other 
students across the nation. Some of the fringe benefits are getting together with other members and 
discussing issues on the other campuses.  This is a member-driven organization.   

 
2.  Discussion on “Forward with Integrity”, a letter written by Dr. Patrick Deane – Alicia Ali and Matthew 

Dillon-Leitch presented 
 

 Dillon-Leitch stated that they recently sent out an email about Dr. Deane’s letter. He stated that it 
highlighted everything about the student experience and he couldn’t agree more.  

 Ali stated that she hoped that everyone had a chance to read it. She explained that every three or four 
years there is a student survey directed at first and fourth year students, asking about their experiences at 
McMaster. The 2010 National Survey of Student Engagement indicates that more than 80% of first year 
students in participating research intensive universities will undertake or have completed practicum, 
internship, field experience, coop experience, or clinical assignment and will do or have done community 
service or volunteer work. Among senior students the response is very similar, with more than 70% of 
senior students in the top 10% of NSSE institutions completing such assignments. As a category, 
experiential learning includes both those activities for which academic credit is or has been given (co-op, 
service learning, etc.), and volunteer work. For Self-Directed Learning, both experiential and group based 
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learning presuppose some capacity in the student for self direction, and indeed even more historically 
persistent forms of instruction, such as the lecture, must change in response to the altered place—the 
growing independence—of the student in the ecology of knowledge creation and transmission. As for 
Interdisciplinarity, if properly understood and assimilated it will compel significant change to education at 
both the undergraduate and graduate levels, and it will license and support bold, new directions in 
research and teaching. Interdisciplinarity is acquiring greater importance, especially with the Arts & 
Science Program housed at McMaster.  Ali stated that this is the direction they should be moving in. 

 Dillon-Leitch asked what they will do next. He stated that everyone should work together as a team. 
November 7 is the Quality of Education assessment. There are specific questions highlighted as a whole. 
The next thing will be on November 24 which will be an open forum with students to get their feedback. 
He stated that the MSU will be having a symposium on education. 

 Ali stated that the idea is preliminary and will require a lot of work from a lot of people. They explained 
that they want to do a multi-stage process. Having a symposium on innovations in education and what is 
lacking and what students like. Having industry professionals come and say what they would like to see 
out of students. This is an idea that will be taking shape next year in February or March. The Research and 
Policy Assistant has been putting together literature on how this works across the province and country.  

 Dillon-Leitch stated that he would like to take all of the ideas and develop them into an internal approach 
and an external approach. The internal will facilitate and take results from the services and feedback from 
open forums. The external will be community engagement, and going into the city to see what students 
have to say on that. They will gather all information and craft responses and then develop a policy. He 
stated that this project will only work if everyone works together and defines what they want. Dillon-
Leitch explained that there will further direction later. 

 
Questions 

 Sayani-Mulji thanked Dillon-Leitch and Ali for the presentation. He asked what would be considered a 
success for surveys. Ali responded that she didn’t know the numbers from the past as they don’t have 
access. She stated the Quality of Education survey will be sent out to every student and they will be 
running a promotions campaign. Saeed added that the Your City survey had 150 students respond, and 
the previous Quality of Education had 300 participants. He is hoping the rates will be above 1000 because 
it will be going out to everyone.  Ali stated that the survey was run on campus and the response rate was 
300 students because the University wouldn’t allow it to be sent out through their mailing list.  Dillon-
Leitch added that they are targeting quorum. 

 Erl stated that the letter was comprehensive and outlined forward thinking points. He asked how this will 
be maintained in a symposium. Ali responded that this was something that Sparrow had previously 
brought up. They are making sure the panel brought forward would have representatives from CUPE and 
MPs and MPPs, to make sure that it involves all stakeholders.  

 Daniel asked if there were any plans to use the faculty societies as points of contact. Dillon-Leitch 
responded that they have been meeting with the societies informally for the past while.  

 S. Ali stated that Alex Ramirez has created a program to help out Hamilton’s youth and put questions out 
to Hamilton High Schools. She stated that because of the alignment that maybe the MSU should look into 
the possibility of partnering with him.  Dillon-Leitch explained that there are other groups as well who are 
interested. HIVX is one of the groups and is helping out to see what they want the city to become. A. Ali 
added that there is a working group on this project and if Ramirez is interested he is welcome to come.  

 Rathbone stated that they mentioned holding open forums. Things being different for different faculties, 
he asked if they would be individualized groups or more general. Dillon-Leitch responded that they are 
going to be more generalized and then the next steps would be to create partnerships with the faculty 
societies and caucuses. 

 Campbell thanked Dillon-Leitch and Ali for coming to the SRA with the idea. He asked if the same focus 
will be the same as the three that Dr. Deane pointed out. Ali responded that it is in development. The 
problem with the MSU is continuity; she explained that this is not something that will happen in the next 
six months. This will be a direction for the next few years.  She explained with the regard of the 
symposium idea, it’s a work in progress. There are a lot of preliminary ideas that they want to expand and 
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narrow in on. She stated that nothing has been decided but they will be looking at one of the areas as all 
three would open a can of worms. 

 Khaja asked if they thought about offering incentives to getting students to come out.  
Dillon-Leitch responded that for the open forums something that might work is food. He stated a lot will 
come down on to who wants to give their opinion on education.  

 Somers was wondering if any excess funding from the MSU would help go towards repairing older 
buildings. Dillon-Leitch stated that they could look into it and lobby for support.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Commerce Caucus – Igor Knezic presented 
 

 Knezic reported that their caucus hasn’t done too much since their last report. They have been going to 
Commerce Society meetings. He reported that he will be emailing the constituents each week with 
updates.  

 
2. Engineering Caucus – Brian Jamieson presented 
 

 Jamieson summarized his report. He added that they are currently helping out with the Engineering 
Society and welcomed the new members of the SRA.  

 
3. Executive Board – David Campbell presented 
 

 Campbell summarized his report.  
 
Questions 

 Granat asked for a clarification on the changes to the policy of Mac Breadbin. Ferguson responded that 
she brought the policy forward to the Executive Board after it had been reviewed by the Mac Breadbin 
manager, Granat and Rathbone. This will then go through the Services Committee and once the changes 
are finalized they will come to the SRA.  

 
4. Vice-President (Education) - Alicia Ali presented 
 

 Ali summarized her report. She added that the Teaching Awards Committee currently has over 600 
nominations in and that they still have another week to promote the Awards.  

 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Zuchowski that the Assembly recess for 7 minutes.  
 

In Favour: 32 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Sayed-Rahman, Metrailler 

Motion Passes 
 
Recessed at 8:20 p.m. 
Called to Order at 8:27 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ahmad, Al-Amad, A. Ali, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dillon-Leitch, Erl, 

Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Knezic, Kuzman, Marlowe, Metrailler, 
A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed, Sayani-Mulji,  
Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused  
Absent Sahani 
Late  Abdelrahman, Dahwan 
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Others Present Kelly Holling (MSU Member), Mike Cheung (MSU Member), Naomi Pullen (MSU 
Member), Stefanie Gisonni (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Nicole Archer (IRC 
President), Ashkan Javidam (MSU Member), Mohammed Shariqwami (MSU Member), 
Mrya Soheil (MSU Member), Alvand Mohtashami (MSU Member), Josh Kocavrek (MSU 
Member), Tennison Yu (MSU Member, SWHAT), James Dowdall (MSU Member, 
SWHAT), Graydon Simmons (BHSS Chair), Melissa Sharma (DRO), Emily Bot (MES 
President), Inem Etokudo (MSU Member), Nicole Archer (IRC President), Victoria Scott 
(Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 
INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Granat reported that next month will be an important month. He explained that Movember is an annual 
month-long charity activity to raise awareness and money for prostate cancer.  This year’s Movember is 
particularly important as this summer we saw the passing of the Honourable Jack Layton. What’s more, 
one in seven Canadian men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in their lifetime, but the MSU can 
make a difference.  He asked for representatives around the table to help and take part in Movember and 
proposed that they sign up a MSU Movember team. 

 Sayani-Mulji reported that the Operations Committee have their term projects ready. He reported that 
MP David Sweet was quoted in the newspaper as saying that homosexuality is a sin, he encouraged the 
members to check out The Spectator and see what Ian Sloan had to say. 

 Saeed reported that the External Affairs Committee has been working on a tuition paper for the MSU. 
Each member worked on the project for two weeks and will sit down and look at each issue. Once this is 
done it will be coming forward to the SRA.  

 Ferguson reported that she was asked to give an update about a fair trade certification. There was a 
question about whether the changes in Union Market to be eligible for the certification were going effect 
the cost to students. She explained that there was a memo sent around by the Manager at Union Market 
and that she had been taking steps to have Union Market supply coffee, tea, and chocolate will not be an 
exorbitant cost to students. In discussions with Thompson and McGowan, they have decided it wasn’t 
worth increasing the prices as it would be a small increase. Ferguson reported that Pauline Taggart has 
been sending out emails to the SRA giving out access to the pages on the website. Ferguson stated that 
Melissa Sharma has been hired at the new DRO. Ferguson reported that there won’t be an Executive 
Board meeting on November 4 as A. Ali, Dillon-Leitch, and she will be attending conferences. 

 Wiener reported that on November 16 there will be a Trans Night of Remembrance. This will be held at St. 
Paul’s Church and is a not-for-profit awareness event about transphobia. 

 Bifano reported that she attended a User Focus Group for the proposed Wilson Building. The group 
wanted to find out what students wanted to see in the building and for them to tell the students what 
they have planned. Bifano explained that the building will have a learning commons, large lecture halls, 
and a concert hall seating 350 people. Students have been lobbying for Faculty office space for McMaster 
Humanities Society and McMaster Social Sciences Society. The projected completion date is 2015. Bifano 
reported that the MHS formal will be held on November 3. Bifano thanked Dillon-Leitch for the 
president’s council and stated that it’s an awesome group. 

 Dillon-Leitch reported that they are looking into study space on campus and looking into why the Health 
Sciences Library closes earlier than others. Dillon-Leitch clarified about the emails sent out stating that the 
concern is to ensure that they create an environment where everyone feels welcome and participate. He 
hoped that everyone understood why the email was sent out and in regards to language and the 
description of the meeting, he apologized to those who might have been offended. He explained that he 
wants everyone to do better.  

 Kuzman reported that the University Affairs Committee is continuing to work on the Quality of Education 
survey and are trying to come up with more questions. They are now asking which faculty students fall 
into as they can target what issues the faculties are facing. Other questions developed will help 
compliment and advance everything. Kuzman reported that they are currently trying to finalize the v-log 
policy and it is something she would like to bring to the Assembly as a whole. She stated she had 
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researched other schools on how they communicated with their students and they are moving away from 
text and moving towards visual. Kuzman believes that the MSU is ready to jump on board with this 
change.  The v-log policy is addressing the opportunity to embrace new methods of communication.  

 S. Ali reported that tomorrow is Halloween and Trick or Eat. Trick or Eat is a part of Meal Exchange and 
they ensure that people have access to food monthly. Students will be going around and taking donations 
of non-perishable food. 

 Sparrow reported on the Social Sciences Faculty and stated that they held an Open Forum on October 17. 
Some of the executives from MSSS were there to discuss issues. Sparrow welcomed Sarah Ali. Sparrow 
reported on an event coming to McMaster about a lecture on Imperialism Today and the 99%. This will be 
held on November 3 at 7p.m. in ITB.  

 Somers reported that November 16 will be the annual pride parade. Varsity athletes have committed to 
coming out to this and she would like if the SRA could all meet in one central area and show their support.  

 Wiener reported that there will be an event on November 2, and Eva Bartlett will be speaking and holding 
an information and question period.   

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Granat asked why the Executive Board agreed to hire a consultant for TwelvEighty, and if they will be 
giving students the chance to make it a better business. Dillon-Leitch responded that in the past when 
TwelvEighty was renovated they went with consultants and it came with the business itself. He stated that 
with a business this size the better approach would be to go through a professional.  

 Saeed asked A. Ali and Dillon-Leitch how they envision the SRA as student leaders participating in the 
group for moving forward. A. Ali responded that they will be utilizing the University Affairs and External 
Affairs Committees. They want to make sure there is a lot of structure in place to channel feedback. 

 Somers asked Saeed how students can enter the competition to rename MUSGI/SOLAR. Saeed responded 
that as of now they haven’t gotten into that process yet. They are still having a number of meetings and 
have to find a software vendor. In December there will be software demonstrations. 

 Rathbone asked the Operations Commissioner to clarify a his comment about MP David Sweet’s comment 
from five years earlier that homosexuality is a sin. Does he consider it to be against the anti-oppression 
policy and if so, what implications does this have for religious or political clubs who hold the same view? 
Sayani-Mulji responded that he brought it up because it was the Toronto Star. He explained that they are 
against oppressive language and conduct.  

 Granat asked the Dillon-Leitch to clarify his response about giving students the opportunity to succeed 
and the opportunity to consult on the TwelvEighty project. Dillon-Leitch stated that it is something they 
promote and they would love feedback on projects. Thompson added that the MSU usually collaborates 
with the DeGroote Marketing students. Dillon-Leitch stated that if they could take a look on how to better 
TwelvEighty and involve the students, he would be happy to and will work on it. The consultant will be 
looking at paint colours and other items in the restaurant. 

 Sayani-Mulji asked Dillon-Leitch to clarify if his apology was for the comments made in Union Market or to 
Sayed-Rahman in the email. Dillon-Leitch responded that it was for the Union Market comment.  

 Saeed asked Dillon-Leitch to elaborate on the motion to expend $2,500 and what role was envisioned. 
Thompson stated that it read specifically to support all stakeholders, and then it would be presented to 
the SRA and working groups.  

 Rathbone asked the Operations Commissioner to clarify his response and he felt as his previous question 
wasn’t answered. He asked if the view of homosexuality being a sin violates the anti-oppression policy 
and if so, what are the implications for clubs who hold those views. Sayani-Mulji responded that in the 
policy it states that the MSU isn’t telling people what to do, that they’re just against the behaviours. If a 
club on campus was distributing hate material then it would fall under the policy. This was made clear 
handing out the swag bags that it’s about respect on campus, not changing opinions.  

 Sayani-Mulji asked Dillon-Leitch if singling out a member and accusing their friends of something was 
conducive to providing a constructive environment. Dillon-Leitch stated that the intent was to highlight 
the actions. It’s important to let the students know and make an informed vote of who is running in an 
election, and it is important for the SRA to encourage students to make an informed vote.  
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 Wiener asked Dillon-Leitch why he didn’t address Sayed-Rahman privately and brought the entire issue to 
the Assembly. Dillon-Leitch responded that he chose to email the Assembly because he thought it was 
something the Assembly should be aware of.  While everyone may not agree on how it was done he still 
thought it was the right thing to do.  

 Granat asked Dillon-Leitch to clarify if he felt that $2,500 was a fair cost to pay someone to pick out paint. 
Dillon-Leitch clarified it wasn’t just paint colours, but he tried to simplify what the company was doing.  

BUSINESS 
 
1.  Close Nominations for SRA member to Other Committee 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Wiener that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) SRA member to the 
Elections Committee. 
 

 Steven Thompson, CRO, explained how the Elections Committee worked.  
 
Nominations 

 Daniel nominated Dhawan – accepted 
 
Vote on Motion 

In Favour: 31 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Dhawan 

Motion Passes 
 

 Dhawan won the seat on the Elections Committee by acclamation. 
 
2.  Close Nominations for SRA members to Standing Committees 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Thompson that the Assembly close nominations for SRA Members to the 
following Standing Committees: 

 Finance (1) 
 Services (1) 
 Operations (2) 

 
Nominations 
 
Finance 

 Knezic nominated Bober-Inoue – accepted 
 
Services 

 Ahmad nominated Knezic – declined 
 F. Mohamed nominated A. Mohamed – accepted 
 Rathbone nominated Ahmad – declined 
 Rathbone nominated S. Ali – accepted 
 Rathbone nominated Bober-Inoue – declined 
 Rathbone nominated Abdelrahman – accepted 
 Rathbone nominated Khaja – declined 
 Rathbone nominated Sparrow – declined 

 
Operations 

 Wiener nominated S. Ali – accepted 
 Sayed-Rahman nominated Abdelrahman – accepted 
 Daniel nominated Khaja – accepted  
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Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 25 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Wiener, Sayed-Rahman 

Abstained: Napeloni 
Motion Passes 

 
 Bober-Inoue won the seat on the Finance Committee by acclamation. 

 
Moved by Daniel, seconded by Erl to set parameters for the Election to be one minute for opening statements, 
and five minutes for questions per candidate pooled.  
 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Wiener, seconded by Sayed-Rahman to set parameters for the Election to be one minute for opening 
statements, and two minutes for questions per candidate pooled 
 
Discussion 

 Erl cautioned the Assembly about the amendment. He stated that they should give new members ample 
time to answer questions by members of the Assembly. 

 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 14 Opposed: 14 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Erl, Rathbone, Kuzman, Bifano, Al-Amad, Daniel, Dhawan, Somers, Golendukhin, Campbell, Metrailler, 

Saeed, Sparrow, Grant 
Abstained: Napeloni, Abdelrahman, Ahmad 

Motion Fails 
 
Vote on Parameters 
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 2 
Abstained: Sayed-Rahman, Abdelrahman 

Motion Passes 
 
Operations Committee Election 
 
Candidates 

 S. Ali 
 Abdelrahman 
 Khaja 

 
 Sayani-Mulji explained the committee to the candidates. 
 Candidates spoke within allotted time. 
 Assembly voted by secret ballot 

 

Candidate Votes No Confidence 

S. Ali 23 2 

Abdelrahman 16 2 

Khaja 22  

Spoiled 0  

Abstain 0  
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 S. Ali and Khaja won the seats on the Operations Committee.  
 
Moved by Zuchowski, seconded by Rathbone that the Assembly recess for five minutes.  
 

 Rathbone explained that Union Market closed in 10 minutes.  
 Napeloni stated that the MSU members have been waiting a long time for their elections.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 8 Opposed: 18 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Thompson, Napeloni, Dhawan, Jamieson, Golendukhin, Abdelrahman, Sayani-Mulji, Wiener, 

Campbell, Marlow, S. Ali, Sayed-Rahman, Metrailler, Saeed, Granat, Ahmad, Bober-Inoue, Knezic 
Motion Fails 

 
Services Committee Election 

 A. Mohamed 
 S. Ali declined her nomination 
 Abdelrahman declined his nomination 

 
 Mohamed won the seat on the Services Committee by acclamation. 

 
3.  Open Nominations for MSU Member to Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by Recoskie that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) MSU member to 
the Operations Committee. 
 

Motion Passes 
 
4.  Close Nominations for MSU Member to Standing Committees 
 
Moved by Thompson, seconded by Metrailler that the Assembly close nominations for MSU Members to the 
following Standing Committees: 

 Bylaws and Procedures (1) 
 University Affairs (1) 

 
Nominations 
 
Bylaws and Procedures 

 James Dowdall 
 Metrailler nominated Mike Cheung – accepted 
 Metrailler nominated Kelly Holling – accepted 

 
University Affairs 

 Thompson nominated Stefanie Gisonni - accepted 
 Ferguson nominated Mike Cheung – accepted 
 Napeloni nominated Tennison Yu – accepted 
 S. Ali nominated Dowdall – declined 
 Sparrow nominated Mohammed Shariqwami - declined 

 
Vote on Motion 

In Favour: 30 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 
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Bylaws and Procedures Committee Election 
 
Candidates 

 James Dowdall 
 Mike Cheung 
 Kelly Holling 

 
Moved by Wiener, seconded by Granat to set parameters for the Election to be one minute for opening 
statements, and five minutes for questions per candidate pooled.  
 
Vote on Parameters 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Candidates spoke within allotted time. 
 Assembly voted by secret ballot. 

 
 Holling won the seat on the Bylaws and Procedures Committee. 

 
University Affairs Committee Election 
 
Candidates 

 Mike Cheung 
 Stefanie Gissoni 
 Tennison Yu 

 
 Candidates spoke within allotted time 
 Assembly voted by secret ballot 

 
 Tennison Yu won the seat on the University Affairs Committee.  

 
Moved by Jamieson, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the Assembly recess for 10 minutes.  
 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Granat, seconded by Sparrow that the Assembly recess for 15 minutes 
 
Discussion 

 Napeloni stated that 10 minutes would be good enough.  
 Sayani-Mulji asked the Administrative Assistant how much time she would like for a break. The 

Administrative Assistant responded that 10 minutes would be fine.  
 
The amendment is withdrawn 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Sayed-Rahman, Metrailler, F. Mohamed 

Abstained: Erl, Zuchowski 
Motion Passes 

 
Recessed at 11:11 p.m. 
Called to order at 11:20 p.m. 
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CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Abdelrahman, Ahmad, A. Ali, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, 

Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Knezic, Kuzman, 
Metrailler, A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed,  
Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused Marlowe 
Absent Al-Amad, Sahani 
Late   
Others Present Kelly Holling (MSU Member), Mike Cheung (MSU Member), Naomi Pullen (MSU 

Member), Stefanie Gisonni (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Ashkan Javidam 
(MSU Member), Mohammed Shariqwami (MSU Member), Mrya Soheil (MSU Member), 
Alvand Mohtashami (MSU Member), Josh Kocavrek (MSU Member), Tennison Yu (MSU 
Member, SWHAT), James Dowdall (MSU Member, SWHAT), Graydon Simmons (BHSS 
Chair), Melissa Sharma (DRO), Emily Bot (MES President), Inem Etokudo (MSU 
Member), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 
5.  MSU Policy Statement on Campus Transit 
 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Napeloni that the Assembly approve the changes to the MSU Policy Statement on 
Campus Transit. 
 

 Erl explained that he had previously emailed this out to everyone on the Assembly. He stated he thought 
this policy was the embodiment of why he got involved as it is this spirit of the union. Alicia Ali brought 
this to his attention and he received help from the External Affairs Committee. Erl thanked Dhawan and 
Campbell who helped out with the grammar. He explained this was a collaborative effort and thanked 
everyone who helped out.  

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
1.  Bylaw 3/A – Assembly Procedures 
 
Moved by Metrailler that the Assembly approve the amendments to Bylaw 3/A – Assembly Procedures as 
circulated and attached. 
 

 Metrailler explained that he was reading through the attendance section of the bylaw and noticed some 
items needed changing. He went through the changes with the Assembly. 

 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Metrailler to amend section 6.4.9 from a max amount of demerit points from one to two.  
 

 Sparrow stated that he was in support of what was circulated and that the amendment hadn’t been 
discussed the Committee. The Committee was in support of up to ‘one’. The motion was to approve as 
circulated. 

 The Speaker stated that it just came to his attention that further amendments have been proposed. The 
Speaker ruled that the amendment was out of order as it requires ten days notice to significantly change a 
bylaw.  

 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Ferguson to withdraw the motion. 
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 Metrailler stated that the reason why he was withdrawing the motion itself was because of the extra 
amendments needing to be made. He explained he would like to withdraw the motion and bring this back 
to Committee.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 20 Opposed: 7 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Napeloni, Erl, Abdelrahman, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Sparrow, Granat 

Abstained: S. Ali, Saeed, Dhawan 
Motion Passes 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Open Nominations for SRA member to Valedictorian Selection Committee 
 
Moved by A. Ali, seconded by Kuzman that the following motion be considered for New Business: “Moved by A. 
Ali, seconded by ___ that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) SRA member to the fall Valedictorian 
Selection Committee.” 
 

 A. Ali explained that they need a member for Engineering, Sciences and Health Sciences. This is time 
sensitive as the meeting is this week.  

 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by A. Ali, seconded by F. Mohamed that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) SRA member to the 
fall Valedictorian Selection Committee. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

 A. Ali advised that members who want to serve on the valedictorian selection committee should send her 
an email and she will determine who will serve in the position. 

 
Passes Unanimously 

 
2. Open Nominations for MSU member to Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Granat, seconded by Wiener that the following motion be considered for New Business: “Moved by 
Granat, seconded by ____ that the Assembly open one (1) seat for a MSU member on the Finance Committee.”  
 

 Granat explained that he received a resignation letter after the deadline to submit agenda items. 
 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Granat, seconded by Ahmad that the Assembly open one (1) seat for a MSU member on the Finance 
Committee. 
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
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3. Ratify Deputy Returning Officer 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Granat that the following motion be considered for New Business: “Moved by 
Ferguson, seconded by ____ that the SRA ratify Melissa Sharma as the Deputy Returning Officer of the MSU, 
effective October 21, 2011.” 
 

 Ferguson explained that they have hired Melissa Sharma as the DRO for the remainder of the academic 
year, and the next step is to ratify the decision. 

 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Somers that the SRA ratify Melissa Sharma as the Deputy Returning Officer of 
the MSU, effective October 21, 2011. 
 
Vote on Motion 

In Favour: 26 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 5 
Abstained: Napeloni, Erl, S. Ali, Sayed-Rahman, Sparrow 

Motion Passes 
 
4. Open Nominations for Awards Selection Committees 
 
Moved by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by Jamieson that the following motion be considered for New Business: “Moved 
by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by ____ that the Assembly open Nominations on Awards Selections Committees as 
follows: 

 Honour M: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 Merit Scholarship Award: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 J. Lynn Watson Award: 1 SRA, 1 non-SRA 
 Spirit Award: 1 SRA, 1 MSU” 

 
 Dillon-Leitch explained that these committees need to be open in time for the November meeting to 

meet bylaw requirements. 
 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by Granat that the Assembly open Nominations on Awards Selections 
Committees as follows: 

 Honour M: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 Merit Scholarship Award: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 
 J. Lynn Watson Award: 1 SRA, 1 non-SRA 
 Spirit Award: 1 SRA, 1 MSU 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 

TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 
6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
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CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Abdelrahman, Ahmad, A. Ali, S. Ali, Bifano, Bober-Inoue, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, 

Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, Golendukhin, Granat, Jamieson, Khaja, Knezic, Kuzman, 
Metrailler, A. Mohamed, F. Mohamed, Napeloni, Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed,  
Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Wiener, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused Marlowe 
Absent Al-Amad, Sahani 
Late   
Others Present Kelly Holling (MSU Member), Mike Cheung (MSU Member), Naomi Pullen (MSU 

Member), Stefanie Gisonni (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Ashkan Javidam 
(MSU Member), Mohammed Shariqwami (MSU Member), Mrya Soheil (MSU Member), 
Alvand Mohtashami (MSU Member), Josh Kocavrek (MSU Member), Tennison Yu (MSU 
Member, SWHAT), James Dowdall (MSU Member, SWHAT), Graydon Simmons (BHSS 
Chair), Melissa Sharma (DRO), Emily Bot (MES President), Inem Etokudo (MSU 
Member), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Zuchowski, seconded by Wiener that the meeting adjourn. 
 

In Favour: 29 Opposed: 1 Abstention: 2 
Opposed: Sayed-Rahman 

Abstained: Erl, Abdelrahman 
Motion Passes 

 
Adjourned at 11:50 p.m. 
 
 
/vs 
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Dear Assembly, 
 

To put it bluntly the Engineering Caucus has had its ups-and-downs throughout the past few months. 
The following will elaborate on the events and activities of the Caucus in the past, present, and future. 
 

The first major accomplishment of the Caucus was the modification of MSU bylaws to give equal 
opportunity to engineering students on a co-op term to become involved in leadership positions of the 
MSU; refer to Bylaw 10 for more details. We would like to thank Vivek Govardhanam for spearheading 
this idea and to Mr. Metrailler and his committee for brainstorming the issue and coming up with the 
best solution. . Shortly after this we were faced with Mr. Govardhanam’s unfortunate resignation. While 
it was certainly unexpected, we wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 
 

Presently, we have many ideas and projects in various stages of development. We have established 
contact with the McMaster Engineering Society (MES) and the relationship is looking very promising. 
The MES President Emily Bot is very enthusiastic about working with us in order to provide the best 
support network for engineering students. We have been attending as many MES meetings as possible, 
and will continue to do so. An example of an idea we wish to pursue with the MES includes the 
questionnaire for engineering students regarding teaching quality. The semi-annual engineering event 
SAGM (the GA of engineering) is occurring October 31st where we hope to gain more ideas of what 
engineers want to see from both the MES and us. Around this time another member resigned his seat 
on the SRA; we wish Mradul Sahani all the best in his other responsibilities. At this time we would like to 
congratulate Salah Abdelrahman for winning the October by-election, welcome to the team! 
 

Looking forward, there is still a lot to accomplish before the end of the year. We have been looking into 
turning currently unused rooms in the Engineering Technology Building (ETB) into study space for 
engineering students as well as working with the faculty to garner better feedback on the first year 
program. There will be another by-election in November to fill our fifth seat; which we intend on 
promoting through our own channels as well as through the MES in order to continue the pattern of no 
Engineering acclamations we have seen the last two elections. . If anyone has any other questions 
regarding the Engineering Caucus, do not hesitate to contact sraeng@msu.mcmaster.ca. 

 
 
 
 
 

. 

REPORT 
 

From the office of the… 

Engineering Caucus 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Brian Jamieson 

SUBJECT: Engineering Caucus Report 

DATE: October 30th, 2011 
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Dear Members of the SRA, 
 
Since our last report, the Executive Board conducted the following business: 
 
EB Meeting 11-12: Friday, October 14 
The board heard reports from Advocacy Services, Mac Bread Bin, MACycle, and PAC.  These reports are 
available online for your perusal. 
 
The executive board also approved the first expenditure from the SRA Special Projects budget line, 
allocating funding for use at the Social Science Open Forum.  A short, informal discussion was held 
regarding future potential for the 1280 lounge space. 
 
EB Meeting 11-13: Friday, October 21 
In this meeting, the board heard reports from Shinerama/Terry Fox, SHEC, SWHAT, and TAC.  Once 
again, these reports are available online. 
 
The board looked at potential changes to OP 1.9.8 – MAC Bread Bin, and allocated and expended funds 
to replace a computer in the Silhouette office. 
 
 
I am pleased to report the Executive Board has been receiving many reports from services in person by 
the service coordinator or a delegate.  This is a promising precedent I hope continues.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact any of your Executive Board members with any questions, concerns or 
comments you may have.  Our next meeting is Friday, November 4th at 12:30pm in the MSU Boardroom 
if you are interested in attending. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

REPORT 
 

From the office of the  

Executive Board 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: David Campbell 

SUBJECT: Executive Board Report 

DATE: Sunday, October 30, 2011 
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Dear Members of the Assembly, 
 
I am pleased to say that the past couple months have been going incredibly well on the advocacy front. 
Below is an overview of the projects I have been working on as well as a few upcoming ideas. 
 
Provincial Election Wrap-Up 
I have been running focus groups on the strategies used during the election in an effort to put together 
a transition report on best practices for how to run an elections campaign in the future. 
 
LRT 
Alongside the campus transit policy, we are rolling out the social media campaign #weneedlrt. I have 
also put together a letter to the City of Hamilton calling for support of light rail transit on behalf of all 
undergraduate students, and Mr. Erl has worked on updating our campus transit policy to include recent 
developments on LRT. We are also thinking of putting together a survey on the MSU website to highlight 
what exactly the service level issues are with HSR, 
 
Guide to Hamilton 
This past summer, the MSU put together a Guide to Hamilton for delegates attending the CASA 
Conference. I am in the process of making the Guide to Hamilton more comprehensive and getting 
feedback from the External Affairs Committee and SCSN in order to make it relatable to the average 
student.  
 
OUSA 
I just completed the OUSA policy paper on tuition which will be submitted to the OUSA General 
Assembly from November 4-6 in Windsor. The paper requires a number of additional revisions before it 
passes and becomes official policy. If you are interested in seeing the tuition, accountability or system 
growth papers, let me know and I can forward them on to you. Furthermore, we are holding focus 
groups on Aboriginal, Low Income and Northern & Rural students in an effort to enhance our research at 
the OUSA level. 
 
CASA 
November 13-20 is CASA LobbyCon. The conference will take place in Ottawa and I will provide you with 
a comprehensive update upon my return. On that front, CASA put together a pre-budget submission to 
the government earlier in October with three recommendations. 

. 

REPORT 
 

From the office of the… 

Vice-President Education 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Alicia Ali 

SUBJECT: Vice-President (Education) Report # 2 

DATE: October 30, 2011 
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1. That the government allow the exemption of a single vehicle from the CSLP assessment of 

borrower assets. 

2. The government lift the 2% funding cap on spending increases to AANDC (Aboriginal Affairs and 

Northern Development Canada) post secondary student support program in the 2012 budget 

3. The government amend the copyright act to strike section 27.1 which prohibits the parallel 

importation of books from foreign distributors 

Quality of Education 
In partnership with the President and Policy & Research Assistant, we are pursuing the idea of a 
symposium on Innovations in Education for the second semester. This conference will likely be a 
complement to Patrick Deane’s letter to the community entitled “Forward with Integrity” with a heavy 
emphasis on experiential education, and various types of learning that occur within the classroom, 
including ways to make it better. We are currently in the brainstorming phase of this project, so if you 
are interested in contributing, please let me know.  
 
Teaching Awards  
The Teaching Awards nomination process has commenced once again! Nominations opened on October 
23 and will remain open until November 7. You can nominate your professors online at 
http://www.msumcmaster.ca/TeachingAwards/Execs.htm.  
 
Academic Affairs Council 
As a replacement to the Student Academic Council, I have invited the VP Academics of each faculty 
society (including SOCS) to participate in roundtable discussions on the issues affecting students, share 
best practices, and work on innovative ways of solving them. These will begin next Wednesday. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report. As always, I welcome any questions, comments or 
concerns. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Alicia Ali 
Vice President (Education) 
McMaster Students Union 
vped@msu.mcmaster.ca 
905-525-9140 X24017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.msumcmaster.ca/TeachingAwards/Execs.htm
mailto:vped@msu.mcmaster.ca
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MSU Policy Statement on  

Campus Transit  

 
Background 
In the spring of 2008 the MSU was informed that the Hamilton Street Railway (HSR) and the University intended to 
implement a plan by which city buses were to be gradually rerouted out of the core of campus. In the summer of 
2011, Hamilton’s municipal government nearly abandoned its 2008 unanimous decision to support Light Rail Transit, 
a new method of transportation that would have eased congestion on the routes frequented by McMaster students. 
City Council subsequently approved a motion to reaffirm its position in favour of LRT, though with considerable 
opposition from the Mayor. These events have concerned many students, staff and faculty who rely on the HSR for 
transit to and from campus every day. To this end, this policy is intended to set guidelines for lobbying efforts for the 
McMaster Students Union concerning future contract negotiations with the HSR and the municipal government. 
Furthermore, this policy statement will set out a plan to return buses to an acceptable location on campus to meet the 
needs of the MSU membership and to ensure Light Rail Transit remains a tangible reality in Hamilton’s future.  
 
All MSU members (Full Time Undergraduates) currently pay $126.15 for their eight month universal pass as per MSU 
Bylaw 5, Section 1.4. With the rising costs of transit for students, it would be unacceptable to incur a loss of service 
on and around campus. Furthermore, as major stakeholders in Hamilton’s transit system, any plan to abandon the 
Light Rail Transit would detrimentally affect students, in that increased enrollment necessitates increased transit 
capacity. 
 
The MSU shall be guided by the following principles with relation to campus transit issues:  
 

Principle 1: Transit must continue to be cost-effective for all members of the McMaster Students Union.  

Principle 2: The MSU shall strive to strike a balance between our desired transit initiatives and the need for 
student safety on campus.  

Principle 3: The MSU shall endeavour to lobby for greater accessibility to transit for all students.  

Principle 4: The MSU shall continue to support and lobby for the implementation of Light Rail Transit in 
Hamilton. 

 

Definitions  
 
U-Pass – The bus pass paid for annually by undergraduate members of the McMaster Students Union as part of 
their fee structure.  
Main Street Corridor – The HSR bus route that proceeds to McMaster University via Main and King Streets from 
Eastgate Square.  
LRT – Light Rail Transit, a system of inner-city trains that function as a supplement to a pre-existing transit system. 
 

Transit Plan  
 

Route 10 – B-line Express  
The B-line route currently is separated into two lines with the 10A B-line proceeding down Main Street and with its 
final stop at the McMaster University Medical Centre, while the 10B continues down Main Street. The B-line services 
the Main Street Corridor as an express route and a good deal of students who travel to McMaster University from 
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beyond the downtown core use this route. It is therefore a priority that the B-line route be changed to accommodate 
the high volume of long distance student travelers  
 
Recommendation 1: The MSU recommends re-routing the 10/A line to continue down the old route at King Street 
onto Sterling Street and onto campus, utilizing the drop off area in front of the McMaster University Student Centre 
(MUSC).  
 
Recommendation 2: The 10/B would continue along its path to University Plaza in order to service students in the 
Dundas area.  
 

Route 51 – University  
As one of the primary routes servicing the residents south of Main Street W the 51 – University must continue to 
bring students close to the central areas of campus.  
 

Recommendation 3: The 51 – University should be rerouted down Forsyth and onto the campus through the 
main Sterling Street entrance in order to drop students off in front of the McMaster University Student Centre.  

Recommendation 4: The volume of 51 – University busses should be increased in order to deal with the high 
amount of short distance travel within the McMaster Community. 

Route 1/A - King  
The 1/A – King services the Main Street Corridor to McMaster University in conjunction with the 10 – B-line route, it 
is however not an express line and is therefore not used by students who live beyond the downtown core with as high 
a volume as the 10 – B-line.  
 

Recommendation 5: The 1/A – King should be rerouted down Main Street to the University Medical Centre, 
keeping its final destination as is due to its minimal ridership by students.  

Route 5/C - Delaware  
The 5/C Delaware is another primary route for students living south of Main Street or in the downtown core. It is 
therefore important for this route to continue to bring students directly onto campus.  
 

Recommendation 6: The 5/C – Delaware should be rerouted down Forsyth and onto campus through the main 
Sterling Street entrance in order to drop students off in front of the McMaster University Student Centre.  

Recommendation 7: Service to Ancaster should be expanded to the weekends.  

Light Rail Transit  
The opportunities for students presented by the proposed Light Rail Transit expansion include faster access to the 
City of Hamilton, 24-hour transit service to the downtown core and an environmentally sound transit solution. Light 
Rail Transit will decrease travelling times, ease congestion on heavily used routes and directly impact the lives of 
McMaster’s off-campus student population.  
 

Recommendation 8: The MSU shall continue to recommend the implementation of the proposed LRT 
expansion. 

Recommendation 9: The MSU call on Hamilton City Council to uphold its 2008 unanimous decision to move 
forward with a Light Rail Transit plan in Hamilton  

Campus Bus Shelters and Terminals  
Bus shelters with sufficient capacity are necessary if students are to be kept safe and comfortable during poor 
weather conditions while waiting for busses. Furthermore there is a lack of high capacity shelters on campus which 
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allow for a significant number of students in which to take refuge during inclement weather. Furthermore shelters lack 
the ability to shelter a significant number of students with physical disabilities in addition to non-disabled students.  
 

Recommendation10: The MSU recommends the construction of higher capacity bus shelters on campus.  

Recommendation11: The University should consider the construction of a permanent bus terminal in a 
convenient location for students, so long as the construction of such a shelter does not result in a levy on 
student fees.  

Recommendation12: Before the construction of a permanent transit terminal, the HSR and McMaster 
University should route all busses according to the afore mentioned, route specific, plan.  

Accessibility  
In recognition of the diverse needs of the student population at McMaster University the transit system must begin to 
meet the needs of students with issues of accessibility.  

 

Recommendation 13: All future transit projects, such as a transit terminal on campus, should be placed in a 
centralized area on campus in recognition that not all students have ease of mobility.  

Recommendation 14: All bus shelters assembled for future campus use should be designed to accommodate 
students with disabilities.  

Implementation  
In order to implement this plan, the MSU shall approach the following organizations in no particular priority to lobby 
on behalf of students.  
 

1. McMaster University Administration  
2. The Hamilton Street Railway (HSR)  
3. Local Business Interests  
4. The City of Hamilton  
5. Other parties as interested or necessary.  

 

Resolutions  
Whereas the preceding issues are of great concern to the students of McMaster: 
 
Be it resolved that the MSU declares the current transit plan of moving all busses off campus unacceptable for the 
needs of the undergraduate population;  
Be it resolved that the MSU recognizes that a balance must be struck between student safety and effective service 
delivery;  
Be it resolved that the SRA directs the Board of Directors to lobby the University Administration for better transit 
options for students;  
Be it resolved that the MSU continue to support the U-Pass so long as the HSR and the University return to a level 
of acceptable transit service;  
Be it resolved that the SRA directs the President of the MSU to meet with the local city councillor and present this 
plan as our recommendation to return transit service to acceptable levels;  
Be it resolved that the MSU shall lobby the HSR for increased bus service at peak hours to accommodate the 
needs of students.  
Be it resolved that the MSU declares any attempt to abandon Light Rail Transit in Hamilton an abrogation of the 
municipality’s responsibility to ensure ease of usage on its mass transit system 
Be it resolved that Light Rail Transit will directly benefit the student population of McMaster and the community as a 
whole by developing another method by which students can interact with the community. 


