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The President’s Page is a space 
sponsored and used by the McMaster 
Students Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to communicate with 
the student body. It functions to 
highlight the Board’s projects, goals, 
and agenda for the year, as well as the 
general happenings of the MSU. 
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From November 6 - 9, represen-
tatives from the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) visited Wilfred Laurier 
University for the Fall 2014 Ontario 
Undergraduate Student Alliance 
(OUSA) General Assembly. OUSA 
is an organization comprised of seven 
member associations, including the 
MSU. The organization lobbies the 
provincial government on important 

student and post-secondary education 
issues by preparing research-based 
policy solutions to improve the acces-
sibility, affordability, accountability, 
and quality of undergraduate educa-
tion in Ontario. OUSA prides itself on 
being a student-driven organization, 
and it is through OUSA’s General As-
sembly that we stay true to that state-
ment. OUSA’s General Assembly is the 
highest governing body of delegates 
from student associations. It meets 
twice a year to discuss upcoming 
policy papers and the organization’s 
current and future endeavours

At this General Assembly, three 
important policy papers were dis-
cussed: Student Health & Wellness, 
Student Mobility & Credit Transfer 
Pathways, and Accountability. Hav-
ing attended many past General 
Assemblies, this one was personally 
important as I was one of the authors 
of the Student Health and Wellness 
policy paper. As 20% of Canadians will 
personally experience mental illness in 
their lifetime, student mental health is 
something for which I am a strong and 
vocal advocate at McMaster University. 
Thus, I was thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to collaborate and write a policy 
paper that could impact all 
undergraduate students 

in Ontario. The paper discussed the 
increasing prevalence of student 
mental health concerns, and the need 
to address these issues in a holistic way 
by providing both medical and peer 
support services to students. 

Also discussed was the issue of 
student mobility between universities. 
The credit transfer paper outlines a 
pathway that would create more co-
hesion across Ontario post-secondary 
institutions. OUSA has determined 
that 12% of students at member insti-
tutions are transfer students. However, 
only 66.4% of these transfer students’ 
credits were recognized by the receiv-
ing institution. The Student Mobility & 
Credit Transfer paper discusses various 
mechanisms that would ensure infor-
mation regarding student transfers 
between postsecondary institutions 
is transparent, accessible, and works 
in the favour of the students. Finally, 
the Accountability paper discussed the 
mutual expectations between univer-
sities and the government - and most 
importantly students themselves - to 
ensure the highest quality education 
possible. 

The work that OUSA does is in-
credibly important for students. It is 

                           

a respected lobby organization, which 
the provincial government constantly 
looks to for consultation regarding 
post-secondary issues. In addition, the 
organization has a proven track record 
of success. OUSA was integral in es-
tablishing the Ontario Tuition Grant. 
More recently, OUSA played a large 
role in creating the Mental Health In-
novation Fund, which allocates money 
to innovative projects that promote 
and serve student mental health on 
post-secondary campuses. 

The work that OUSA has done 
thus far has derived from recommen-
dations in its various policy papers 
and the delegates of its General 
Assemblies. Each member institution 
is unique, as is the corresponding 
student association. I am proud to say 
that the McMaster delegation phe-
nomenally represented the interests 
of McMaster students, as well as 
Ontario post-secondary students as a 
whole. The work that the MSU does 
to represent and advocate on behalf of 
McMaster students is greatly support 
by OUSA as an organization. I look 
forward to keeping you updated on 
the many other activities supported by 
OUSA in the coming months. 

Only 66.4% of transfer stu-
dents’ credits were recog-
nized by the receving insti-
tution. 
 - Student Mobility & Credit Transfer 
                Pathways Report

20% of Canadians will per-
sonally experience mental 
illness in their lifetime. 
 - Student Health & Wellness Report

OUSA Fall General Assembly Report On

STUDENT MOBILITY 

& CREDIT TRANSFER PATHWAYS

OUSA Fall General Assembly Report On

STUDENT HEALTH & WELLNESS


