
Executive Board Meeting 14-12 
Friday, October 10, 2014 @ 10:30am 
MSU Boardroom, MUSC room 201 
 
Call to order @ 10:35 am 
Present Brodka, D’Angela, Mallon, Narro Perez, Nolan, Osazuwa, Saull, Tambakis 
Late  
Absent Craig 
Others Present M. Wooder (SLDC), V. Scott (Recording Secretary), Kristina Weatherbee 

(Maroons Coordinator), Jimmy Long (Spark Coordinator), Josh Patel (SCSN 
Director), Jess Shoker (Advocacy Coordinator) 

 
1. Adopt Agenda 
 
Moved by Tambakis, seconded by Nolan that the Executive Board adopt the agenda, as circulated and amended.  
 
Amendment 

 Narro Perez  asked to Add “Commissioner Pay Discussion” to Closed Session 
 

 Mallon felt that right now wasn’t a good time to discuss this, as there should be more time to 
prepare. 

 Osazuwa understood the point of time, but didn’t mind having the conversation. 
 
Moved by Narro Perez, seconded by D’Angela to add “Commissioner Pay Discussion” to Closed Session 
 

In Favour: 5 Opposed: 3 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
Amendment 

 Brodka – Add “Open one seat on the Space Allocation Committee” 
 Wooder suggested re-ordering the Agenda to have Closed Session last.  

 
Passes by General Consent 

 
2. Adopt Minutes   
 
Moved by D’Angela, seconded by Tambakis that the Executive Board adopt the minutes from Executive Board 
meeting 14-11 – October 3, 2014, as circulated.  
 

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 (Saull) 
Motion Passes 

 
3. Advocacy Report – Jess Shoker presented  
 

 Shoker summarized the report.  
 
Questions 

 D’Angela asked if they had been receiving any concerns about the student housing campaign. Shoker 
responded that they are still in the initial stages of planning, and that she and Patel have been meeting to 
go over housing concerns. 

 Saull asked if they could blend in safety into the campaign. Shoker responded that they could.  
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4. Elections Report – no one reported, report attached 
 
Questions  

 Saull was wondering if there will be any changes to presidential elections.  Scott responded that the rules 
meeting will be happening next week and everything will be available in time for the nomination period to 
be open.  

 D’Angela stated that facilitating faculty elections consumes more time than ideal. He asked if they could 
get a breakdown of what it takes. Brodka responded that he had a one on one meeting with them 
yesterday and they have spoken about this. Wooder added that his understanding was that they are 
charging a fee to facilitate this; if it’s taking a long time then they should look into increasing prices and 
time allocations. Brodka responded after talking to elections they know that a better process needs to be 
set up to do the elections. Brodka added that a smart move on elections part is reaching out the faculty 
societies and looking into their timelines.  

 
5. Maroons Report – Kristina Weatherbee presented  
 

 Weatherbee summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Osazuwa commented that he liked the Maroons Monday hashtag.  
 Tambakis asked why Weatherbee felt that more reps have been coming out this year than in previous 

years. Weatherbee responded that their team dynamic is stronger, and that all of the reps want to come 
out and see each other.  

 D’Angela stated that the promo budget is 50% spent, he asked how they planning on doing promotions 
for Maroons Formal. Weatherbee responded that the budget was spent on rebranding. She added that 
they are very confident that they will be able to get the word out through social media and posters.  
Wooder added that most services spent 1/3 of their promo budget within the first month and that he 
would help out with any promo costs if Maroons run into trouble.  

 Saull noted that they will need help with Frost Week. 
 
6. SCSN Report – Josh Patel presented 
 

 Patel summarized the report. 
 
Questions  

 D’Angela asked how Homecoming was conduct-wise compared to previous years. Patel responded that it 
was around the same as last year, around noon his email was filling up.  

 Saull asked how the Homecoming Community Cleanup went. Patel responded that it went well and they 
had around 50-60 people show up.  Saull explained that he brought it up because someone on campus 
stated that there weren’t any complaints about mess.  

 Brodka asked how team morale was. Patel responded that it has been great.  
 Mallon asked Patel to put down the breakdown of the budget in the report for next time.  

 
7. Shinerama/Terry Fox Report – no one reported, report attached 
 
Questions  

 Tambakis asked why there was a low turn-out at the Terry Fox run. Mallon responded that it was pouring 
rain, and it was right after Welcome Week.  

 D’Angela asked if the concerns from Shine Day were addressed at the Welcome Week debrief. Saull 
responded that it was, and they are action planning for a few things for next year.  

 D’Angela asked what the final budget will look like with the HSR invoice added. Mallon responded that it 
will probably be an additional $1,000 added.  
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8. Spark Report – Jimmy Long presented  
 

 Long summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

 Wooder stated that they can book out tutorial rooms through Housing and Conference Services or 
Registrar’s office.  

 Saull stated that it’s really good to get feedback along the way. He added that he would like to see focus 
groups happen, but that they won’t see the impact on the first year students until you see it played out in 
four years.  

 
9. SRA/SWHAT Office Guidelines 
 
Moved by D’Angela, seconded by Brodka that the Executive Board adopt the SRA/SWHAT Office Guidelines as 
circulated.  
 

 Brodka talked to SWHAT who in turn spoke to their Exec. He explained that SWHAT will be using their wall 
with a display and the SRA will get the other complete wall, and everything after that will be evenly 
distributed. Brodka explained that if there are any additions that they would like to see the Board can do 
so. He explained that the major root of the problem was wall space and that has been resolved.  

 Saull stated that he read last week’s minutes and saw that they had a conversation on what the SRA office 
space was for. He felt that it should be a place for meeting constituents.  

 D’Angela explained that he felt that a lot of people use the office for group project space for those who 
aren’t SRA members. He said while it was nice interacting with constituents, when working on a project 
they should book a MUSC room. When this happens it means other SRA members don’t want to use the 
space.  

 Mallon added that sometimes there are SRA members in there with the door shut and it defeats the 
purpose of open office hours.  

 Saull stated that they should try and make it a new hot spot, and to forget the guidelines and just get 
students there.  

 D’Angela stated that if this was the case then they will need a completely open door policy.  
 Brodka stated that they are trying to post the guidelines for the space for now, but they can discuss the 

usage of the space and purpose of it later. Brodka added that this is a modified version of the past 
guidelines, and after talking to the SWHAT exec they felt it would be worth keeping it in the office. He 
explained that it was just a basic guideline to serve as a friendly reminder.  

 Wooder recommended encompassing the McMaster Student Code of Conduct, Anti-Sexual Harassment, 
and other policies and reference those. 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
10. Open Seat on Space Audit Committee 
 
Moved by Brodka, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board open one seat on the Space Allocation 
Committee. 
 

 Brodka explained that Narro Perez had to drop his seat on the Committee. He added that this will close at 
the next meeting.  

 
Vote on Meeting 
 

Passes by General Consent 
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11. Closed Session – Employment 
 
Moved by Brodka, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board move into Closed Session.  
 

Passes by General Consent 
 
12. Return to Open Session 
 
Information and Question Period  
 

 Brodka asked everyone to please advertise the jobs on the website. He reported that he has been working 
on the text-based peer support with Ms. Taggart and Factor[e], and that they found an interface to use. 
Brodka stated that the PSL Coordinator has been informed about this.  

 Nolan asked what fees students can opt-out of. Mallon responded that students can only opt-out of the 
Health and Dental plans, if they have coverage, and the OPIRG fee.  

 Nolan reported that he spoke to students about the OPIRG gee and no one knew what it was. D’Angela 
reported that OPIRG will be giving a presentation to the SRA on October 19 and Nolan can ask how they 
are advertising the opt-out.  

 Nolan asked if there was any way of telling them that they need to inform the students better about their 
options.  Mallon responded that it’s in the MSU fee summary but it’s up to OPIRG to promote the opt-out.  
Saull added that OPIRG stated that it was advertised on the McMaster website and on OPIRG’s website.  

 Wooder announced that the SLEF promo was launched this week. He explained that Saull and Mallon 
have taken an approach on how the money is doled out by talking to students about ideas. Wooder stated 
that there is no need for proposals or partnering with managers and students just need to go to the site 
where they can vote on a well-thought out idea. Wooder reported that MAC Votes is up and running and 
all of the hard copy materials are in print. Wooder pointed out that a SLEF project idea helped put a new 
audio system in at Bridges and it will dramatically decrease the rental costs to clubs and groups.  

 D’Angela asked for an update on 88 Forsyth and the SLEF money for that. Saull responded that they know 
that it will no longer be a student lounge so they are currently looking to find ways for where else they 
can direct the SLEF money in the spirit of student space.  

 Mallon updated the Board on the Rink and stated that they have a meeting set up next week to hopefully 
finalize the MOU. He added that he would like for it to be open for Frost Week, but who knows.  Mallon 
reported that TwelvEighty has a new rotating tap and the first one already sold out during Homecoming. 
He gave an update on food sales, which are up $40,000 from last year and alcohol sales are up $10,000 
from last year. Mallon stated that someone asked a question about budgets and costs in PTM reports, 
Mallon stated that the financial statements aren’t sent out until the third week of the month. He added 
that if the PTM’s budgets are low it’s because it was based on the month before. Mallon reported that he 
will be meeting with Deidre to discuss Paradise Catering. He thanked everyone for bringing forward 
information.   

 D’Angela pointed out to Mallon that the Paradise Catering’s new value menu only applies to MSU clubs 
and not Faculty Societies. Mallon responded that he will look into it.  

 Narro Perez reported that Kathleen Wynne announced $12 million has been allocated for the Mental 
Health Innovation Fund for the next two years. He reported that he has been talking to Rosanne Kent, 
from Student Wellness about making a project for this. Narro Perez announced that OUSA GA applications 
are out and due Wednesday at 5 pm.  

 Wooder pointed out that the mental health funding was a major ask from the PSAG, and is a major win.  
 Narro Perez reported that he and Saull met with SSC to discuss peer tutoring, and it was a positive 

meeting. He thinks it’s a good thing that SSC is launching this project with guidance from him and Saull. 
They are hoping to have something launched by term 2.  

 Saull reported that he has been working on a peace campaign. He received some feedback from PACBIC 
and said something from our office about peace could be political, so he will be gearing towards having 
courageous conversations and have people come forward and talking about anything. He added that 
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HRES and Diversity Services will be helping out, and that he and Patrick Dean will put out a letter soon. 
Saull reported that he has been meeting monthly with the police about off-campus safety. Saull stated 
that a memo has been sent out to the Assembly about a send-off, and that it has been discussed at the 
Finance Committee. Saull asked for feedback from representatives and is hoping for a broad range.  

 
13. Adjournment and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Time of Next Meeting:  
 

October 17, 2014 
10:30 am 

MUSC 201, MSU Boardroom 
 
Moved by  Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 1 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
Meeting adjourned @ 12:34 pm 
 
/vs 


