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The President’s Page is a space 
sponsored and used by the McMaster 
Students Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to communicate with 
the student body. It functions to 
highlight the Board’s projects, goals, 
and agenda for the year, as well as the 
general happenings of the MSU. 
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Our perception of money chang-
es as we grow up. When we were chil-
dren, money bought us candy. As 
adults, money still buys us candy ... 
but it also buys us other things, like 
our education.

For many, university is the first 
time we have to start managing our own 
money.  But aside from purchasing the 
essentials like rent and food, we now 
have the opportunity to buy what we 
want, when we want it. For some, the 
freedom to purchase anything at any-
time can cause their finances to spiral 
out of control. Alternatively, others will 
stretch their money as thin as possible 
in an attempt to meet payment dead-
lines. Neither of these scenarios present 
an ideal financial situation, and both 
can have the same, discomforting effect 
- financial stress. 

Financial stress is all too prevalent 
among post-secondary students, which 
leads many to beg the question: “what 
can we do to end this stress?” My an-
swer? Education. 

During our time at McMaster, we 
will become experts in our fields of 
study. However, it is uncommon for 
a student to become financially liter-
ate. In fact, a recent study showed that 
84% of post-secondary students wished 
they were better educated in financial 

management after graduation. In an 
effort to deliver this type of education, 
the McMaster Students Union (MSU) 
has partnered with the Student Success 
Centre to bring you Dollar Daze Week, 
running from October 6 - October 10, 
2014. During this week, students will 
have the opportunity to attend free 
workshops on a variety of topics rang-
ing from credit card use, to financial 
planning, and more. On October 7, we 
are excited to welcome former Dragon’s 
Den star Bruce Croxon, along with Kev-
in Conchran from Enriched Academy, 
to TwelvEighty to tell you their secrets 
for money management and entrepre-
neurial success. That’s right, you have 
the opportunity to learn financial man-
agement skills from a self-made mil-
lionaire.

Financial management skills are 
some of the most important skills a 
student can learn during their post-sec-
ondary experience. At university we are 
often faced with stress caused by school-
work and our personal lives.  While we 
all deal with stress in different ways, fi-
nancial stress is something that can be 
avoided entirely. It is my hope that Dol-
lar Daze Week will encourage everyone 
to look at their financial habits a little 
more closely; eventually making finan-
cial stress a thing of the past. 
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63% OF CANADIANS

AGED 18-29

$4700
IN CREDIT CARD DEBT AT Graduation
THAT WOULD TAKE

22 years
TO PAY OFF WITH MINIMUM PAYMENTS*
*ASSUMING 19% INTEREST & MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF INTEREST PLUS 1% PRINCIPLE

THE  Average Student HAS


