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This week was a 
very good week for 
student lobbying 
in Ontario.  
The provincial 
g o v e r n m e n t 
made several 
announcements, 

including $310 million to support 
greater PSE access, along with $81 
million to revamp student financial aid.  
Included in the aid reforms is a new 
interest-free grace period of six months 
before a recent grad must begin OSAP 
repayment, as well as the doubling of the 
OSAP income exemption.   On the heels 
of so much lobbying success, the MSU 
will be addressing several broad issues 
as we push forward on a new lobbying 
agenda. The key components of our new 
requests are as follows:

With both 
the Men’s 
and Women’s 
C a n a d i a n 
hockey teams 
winning Gold 
in Vancouver, 
hockey is as 

popular as ever. As a result, companies 
nationwide have tailored their efforts 
towards this market and hockey has 
become an even more potent business.
 Early in December, the 
McMaster Students Union (MSU) 
began discussion with The Skate’s Edge; 
a sporting apparel company based in 
Calgary. Although talks are preliminary, 
Skate’s Edge (SE) has requested the 
MSU’s assistance with the building of 
a hockey rink on or near the McMaster 
University campus. The building would 
hopefully be accompanied by the 
return of both a McMaster Men’s and 
Women’s hockey team. The MSU has 
been approached for two main reasons; 
our relationships with both the City 
and the University, along with our 
youth-centered focus.
 After numerous failed 
attempts by various parties to relocate 
an NHL team to the GTA, Skate’s 
Edge has what they believe to be a 

long-term solution aimed at marketing 
Hamilton as “The Real Hockey Town 
Canada.” By focusing on Hamilton’s 
youth and the students that comprise 
the three PSE institutions in the city 
(Mac, Mohawk and Redeemer), Skate’s 
Edge hopes to build Hamilton into a 
lucrative hockey town. Herein lies the 
purpose of the MSU in this process. 
Skate’s Edge has proposed the use 
the space that is currently occupied by 
Undercovers (MUSC B118) as a centre 
for apparel sales for current and future 
merchandise.
 Furthermore, it has been 
proposed that the MSU help facilitate 
discussion between City politicians, 
University administration and SE 
executives. It is expected that investments 
from all three parties will grant SE the 
necessary resources to build a rink, 
while simultaneously providing cultural 
incentives for graduate retainment in 
the city; a current priority for the City 
of Hamilton.
 This is a major endeavour 
that still has many factors left to 
be concluded. The current proposal 
depends on whether students would be 
interested in paying a potion of the costs 
of the facility and if the proposed site – 
the rugby field, expanding partially into 
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Cootes Paradise- can accommodate the 
10,000 seat arena. From our discussion 
with President Richard Killroy and 
the Communications and Marketing 
Director Nathan Masterson; student 
support is integral to the success of 
the project. Our experiences with the 
company have been extremely positive 
so far.
 The next steps for the MSU 
include hammering out what exactly 
this project will require of us specifically, 
along with establishing a timeline. 
Expected costs for the project and the 
task that we have been given by Skate’s 
Edge will cost the MSU approximately 
$50,000 over the next four years. The 
rink will be operational in two years 
should plans go forward. The major cost 
will be a part-time employee (split with 
Skate’s Edge) to act as a liaison between 
interested parties. 
 Look out for updates in the 
upcoming weeks about the status of 
this project on the MSU website, where 
a poll will be guaging interest and 
gathering student feedback. 

Andrew Caterine 
VP (Finance)
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The 2009-
2010 Board 
of Directors 
is pleased to 
announce that we 
are introducing 
a series of 
initiatives to 

ensure that the McMaster Students 
Union is meeting our responsibilities 
to the environment. As our last official 
policy act, we will be making a series 
of sweeping changes to address major 
environmental concerns. For too long 
the MSU has been a culprit in the 
pandemic of waste that has enveloped 
our campus culture. To move from 
this position to one of responsibility, 
the MSU is proud to announce that 
as of September, we will be making 
the following changes to our service 
delivery:

-We will no longer be disclosing our 
financial information, including audits, 
PST audits, and any other endeavour 
containing the word “audit”. We have 
determined that audits employ a 
gratuitous amount of paper, are highly 
costly and use an exorbitant amount of 
computer power.

-TwelvEighty will be transitioning from 
a pub to a raw Freegan restaurant. This 
means that the venue will no longer 
order new food inventory, and rather, 
the menu will encompass re-used food 
recovered from select dumpsters in-
and-around the Hamilton region. 

-We will no longer be printing The 
Silhouette. The consumption of paper 
has been deemed grossly excessive. 
However, we will retain our twenty 
editors and staff and employ them for 
grounds maintenance. 

-MacGreen is not nearly militant 
enough to meet our growing eco-
concerns. Therefore, effective September 
2010, MacGreen will be the newest 
arm of the Sea Shepard Conservation 
Society. Hopefully through this action, 
the MSU logo will appear on Whale 
Wars.

-The Student Representative Assembly 
(SRA) will be disbanded. The energy 
associated with keeping the room lit and 
the student leaders awake is ridiculous 
and a waste of time and money.

-In lieu of the 100,000 condoms 
provided by the Student Health 
Education Centre (SHEC), the Student 
Health Plan will expand its coverage to 
include vasectomies. 

Vishal Tiwari
President 
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    -Universal Tuition Framework – 
the cornerstone of the MSU’s future 
lobbying efforts will consist of a push 
for completely subsidized tuition as well 
as increased subsidies for textbooks. 
   
   -Lowering of the Drinking Age to 
16 – too many students are paying 
unnecessary fines for underage drinking.  
This is a waste of money that could 
otherwise be spent at TwelvEighty on 
beer and nachos.  Also, we anticipate 
we will attract the growing high school 
market, thus building community 
relations.

    -Making a joint submission to 
legalize marijuana - working with both 
our provincial and federal lobbying 
partners, the MSU will support student 
grow-ops to help pay for the rising 

costs of academic materials and post-
secondary education in general.

    -Move Family Day –  it is a made up 
holiday anyway, why should it happen 
during our Reading Week while we are 
out of school?  It’s like a snow day on 
Saturday, pretty useless.

    -Welcome Week name change - 
the language used now to describe the 
first week of school is far too inclusive.  
We insist on a return to the term 
‘Frosh Week’, along with the excessive 
drinking and debauchery that ritualistic 
hazing provides.
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