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So it’s nearly 
that time of year 
again, the time 
of year when we 
get booted out 
of our reasonably 
sized, but entirely 
u n c om f o r t a b l e 

cubicles and replaced with the next 
generation of Vice Presidents. So for 
the next few weeks we’re going to take 
a look at the role of each Vice President 
just in case you’re thinking of throwing 
your hat into the ring. This week we’re 
starting off with my job, Vice President 
Administration.
 The role of the VP Admin is 
pretty unique not only in the MSU, 
but within student unions in Ontario. 
Normally my job is splintered into 
a few roles and VP Admins are 
normally in charge of finances. The VP 
Administration of the MSU is the senior 
student manager of the organization 
and the second most senior student 
government official. In my role I have 
direct supervisory responsibilities over a 
good portion of the student management. 
Now when I say supervisory, it’s more 
in line with being a mentor and guide 
and not an Ari Gold-esque enforcer of 
discipline. 
 In terms of MSU services, it is 
almost a requirement for this position 
to have been involved at some level 
with relevant MSU student services, 

like SHEC, Elections, Maroons and 
so forth. As VP Administration, I’m 
responsible for the training, guidance 
and review of student managers while 
exercising some management over the 
full-time staff of the MSU and therefore 
having experience in management will 
significantly aid the successful candidate.
 The second major half to 
this job deals with the SRA. As VP 
Administration, it is my responsibility to 
ensure that the Committee Chairs and 
Speaker are adequately trained, as well as 
be prepared to fulfill the duties of either 
the Speaker or the MSU President, 
should they be rendered incapable of 
carrying out their responsibilities. So 
that being said, some experience within 
student government as a Commissioner, 
Committee Chair or other distinct 
leadership roles are rather essential. 
Finally, according to MSU bylaws you 
need to be a sitting member of the SRA 
to be considered eligible for this position. 
 So there you have it, the VP 
Administration in a nutshell. It may seem 
overwhelming - but you never know, it 
could be the job for you.  Elections for 
the Vice Presidents will take place at the 
April 11th SRA meeting. Please contact 
me if you would like more information.

Andrew Richardson
VP (Administration)
vpadmin@msu.mcmaster.ca
ext. 23250

Whether it be 
on a national, 
provincial or 
municipal scale, 
there seems to 
be a disconnect 
between the 
body politic and 

their elected officials. Campus politics 
are no exception, however, members of 
the McMaster Students Union (i.e. all 
undergraduate students enrolled in 18 
or more units) have one major advantage 
to overcome this gap; General Assembly. 
More powerful than the SRA or the 
Board of Directors, General Assembly 
allows us to speak as a unified student 
body. 
 Students are becoming 
increasingly aware of the disconnect 
between themselves and the 
representatives they choose to manage 
their money and advocate for their 
interests. This is a realization that has 
been growing in me since I was elected 
Speaker in September. Not unlike the 
issue of climate change, the growing 
interest in the problem itself is frequently 
overshadowed by a deep unwillingness to 
commit to a meaningful solution. 
 General Assembly allows 
students to take meaningful steps 
towards engaging with the community 

and building a more cohesive student 
government. Tell a friend that tuition 
freezes expire next year and that your 
student government is heavily involved 
in lobbying the provincial government to 
address this. Email your SRA candidates 
asking what their platforms are, or ask 
them to advocate for a problem that 
concerns you. When you see a poster for 
General Assembly, pause to consider the 
prospect of attending before walking on 
by. If you’ve already clicked ‘attending’ 
on Facebook, take your engagement a 
step further and submit a motion for 
discussion. 
 Spring is a time for renewal, 
fresh ideas and creative energy. Engage 
in your schooling and take away more 
than what you get in a lecture hall. 
Education extends far beyond cell 
biology, Freudianism and derivatives, 
it’s about learning how to work with the 
institutions around you. 
 General Assembly will be held 
on March 17th, 2010 beginning at 4:30 
p.m. in Burridge Gym (IWC). It’s time 
to start the conversation and end the 
disconnect. 

Naheed Yaqubian
Speaker, McMaster Students Union
Chair, MSU General Assembly 2010
speaker@msu.mcmaster.ca
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Part one of a three-part series profiling the MSU 
Vice President positions up for hire this April 

SPRING TO ACTION
MSU Speaker Naheed Yaqubian calls on 
students to come out to General Assembly 

Vice-President Administration
Take a walk in these shoes:


