
Yes, you are probably 
being targeted.
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These were the 
words of Ward 1 
Councilor Brian 
McHattie, when 
we met with him 
earlier this week 
regarding what the 
MSU perceived to 

be overly aggressive bylaw enforcement 
in student neighborhoods.
 This issue came to a head 
in September, when the MSU 
began hearing complaints of bylaw 
enforcement behaving inappropriately 
when confronting students. Stories 
of bylaw officers threatening to issue 
multiple tickets, or telling a student 
that their house has been “blacklisted” 
became a common occurrence.

 In the aforementioned meeting 
with the Councilor, we asked if there 
was a “Zero Tolerance” policy in the 
Westdale area, wherein no warning is 
given prior to the issuing of a ticket. This 
seemed to be the case in some stories 
where students felt they were specifically 
targeted. The response we received was 
that bylaw was instructed to use a “get 
tough” attitude due to the nature of the 
encounters in student areas.
 Needless to say we were 
less than satisfied with the type of 
answers we received about the situation 
from City representatives. From Mr. 
McHattie’s perspective, I understand it 
must be difficult to control the attitude 
on ground level enforcement, but 
nothing can be changed unless we as 
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McMaster students and members of the 
community start submitting complaints 
to the city. The Councilor did articulate 
that reporting these types of incidents 
with bylaw officers is something students 
rarely do. McHattie said that if you hear 
of any inappropriate conduct to report 
it immediately – so let’s ensure we take 
him up on that offer…
 If you feel as though you 
have been threatened or have been 
inappropriately treated by Hamilton 
Police Services or City bylaw 
enforcement, I urge you to take the 
following steps:

- Take down the badge name and 
number. Both police officers and 
bylaw officers have them prominently 

displayed and you don’t have to ask 
for this information – it will be 
clearly visible on their uniform.
- Take down every detail of the event, 
but be weary of exaggerating the facts. 
Make sure you have the date, time, 
address, names of people involved 
and the specifics of what transpired.
- Submit the complaint the next 
day! Send your complaint to Brian.
McHattie@hamilton.ca and CC 
msupres@msu.mcmaster.ca - The 
quicker you send the complaint to 
the City, the sooner it can be resolved.

 At 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 10th, the Student Community 
Support Network (SCSN) will be 
holding a winter edition of Bylaws 101 
night, to give students the precautionary 
tools to deal with the city’s regulations. 
Come out to Twelve Eighty to enjoy a 
delicious buffet of free food and learn 
how to stay off the city’s radar when 
living off-campus!  

Vishal Tiwari
President 
msupres@msu.mcmaster.ca
ext. 23885

Chris articulates the priorities your student representatives are asking of the provincial budget

GET YOUR HANDS ON A 
FREE USED CAR!
Send an email to the dealership describing what contributions you have made to 
your school or community.

Ten contestants will be selected to participate 
in the Hands of Hope Contest, 
which will begin 11a.m. on 
Friday February 19th.
Each participant will place 
his or her hand on the car, 
and the contest will go until 
February 20th, or until the last 
hand is left on the car!

Send entries at www.carcontest.ca or email shawn@lag.ca please include your 
respresentative school, along with

Leggat Chevrolet Buick Cadillac GMC Ltd. is proud to help you

model may vary

As your Vice-President 
(Education), I`ve been 
working with partners across 
Ontario to collectively lobby 
the provincial government 
for reforms to our education 
system. This week, we submitted 
our prioritized list of post-

secondary recommendations to the Ontario Standing 
Committee on Finance. Not all of these will end up in 
the budget, but we received positive feedback on many 
of the points. To ensure that the MSU membership is 
aware of what exactly their representatives have been 
advocating for, I have decided to publish the prioritized 
list of recommendations made by the MSU through the 
Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance. 
 This year, one of the largest investments in 
post-secondary education in a generation is coming 
to an end. Over the past five years, the Ontario 
government’s Reaching Higher Plan has invested 
$6.2 billion into the sector, yet much is left to do. As 
the government designs a new plan, it is crucial that 
steps are taken to improve the quality and accessibility 
of higher education. For students, this means serious 
commitments to student financial assistance, student 
success initiatives, and the overall financial health of 
our institutions.
 The success of our pre-budget consultation 
will be known upon the release of the 2010 Provincial 
Budget. We are hopeful, since the Premier has stated 
and demonstrated his commitment to Post-Secondary 
Education repeatedly. However, in light of the fact that 
the province is currently projecting a deficit, we must 
add a degree of caution to our optimism. Please send 
me any questions or concerns you may have.

“

RATIONALIZING 
STUDENT FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 
To address long-standing issues 
with both the delivery and 

repayment of student loans in Ontario, 
the Committee should: 

i. Raise the OSAP maximum to 
$175/week and for the future, tie 
the maximum level to annual CPI 
increases. This will accommodate 
important changes to the needs 
assessment formula. 
ii.. Immediately abolish all education 
tax-credits, as promised in the 2007 
Liberal platform, and instead redirect 
the funds into maintaining the 
Ontario Student Opportunity Grant 
cap at $7,000. 
iii. Act on the government’s election 
promise to establish a one-year 
grace period before a student must 
begin repaying their OSAP loans. In 
addition, interest should not accrue 
during the grade period. 

ENSURING STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
The budget of 2010 should 
fund creative projects that 
help students succeed and 

persist through to the completion of their 
degree, including: 

i. Five pilot projects which would 
begin to give formal instruction in 
teaching methods and practices to 
PhD students at a total cost of $1 
million. 
ii.  A small number of Teaching 
Chairs, at a cost of $1.2 million, to 
focus on increasing the  quality of 
teaching. 
iii.  Piloting early warning programs at 
five universities across the Province, at 
a cost of $1 million. 
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FUNDING DURING 
CHALLENGING 
ECONOMIC TIMES 
The Standing Committee 
should ensure that this year’s 

budget returns fairness to Ontario’s cost 
sharing model for higher education by: 

1. Adding $300 million per year 
to the basic operating funds and 
regulating tuition increases at the rate 
of inflation.


