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It’s everyone’s 
favourite time of 
year! As students 
polish off projects 
and prepare to 
finish off their 
semesters in style, 
exam time is 

creeping up.  For all of us I’m sure, exams 
are stressful at the best of times and are 
certainly a nightmare after three months 
of slaving through all-nighters and early 
morning classes.  To make these last 
couple of weeks a little more tolerable, 
the MSU and the University offer a 
bunch of activities and support networks 
to ensure that you have the tools to be 
successful on your finals.
 Let’s talk about studying on 
campus.  As many of you know, Twelve 
Eighty has WiFi internet access and 
electrical outlets in every booth and 
around the bar area.  With their new 
lounge area coming online now as well, 
you can study over food, drinks and 
coffee during the whole exam period 
at Twelve Eighty.  Furthermore, for 
late night studiers, Union Market has 
extended hours so that coffee, energy 
drinks and snacks are always available.  
Union Market will begin exam hours on 
Monday, December 7th, opening at 8am 
and closing at 12:30am every single day.   
 As per usual, the Student 
Centre boasts 24-hour/7 day-a-week 
access, as well as several initiatives that 
are run through the MUSC during 

exam time. Late night study is available 
throughout the exam period, which 
allows students to utilize all areas of 
the building, including the conference 
rooms, so that there is study space for all 
who need it.  While you’re there, I would 
also strongly recommend visiting room 
230 from 5:30pm – 9:30pm in order to 
take advantage of the Exam Hospitality 
program, providing snacks and a break 
from the books.  
 Finally, we turn to Student 
Affairs and the Centre for Student 
Development.  The CSD offers a wide 
variety of support networks where 
students can learn about organization, 
time management, and other academic 
tools that are proven to be very beneficial 
to student development.  Head to the 
Student Affairs website to find out 
about all of the academic workshops, 
as well as academic counselling that is 
available. 
 There it is folks, in as brief a 
story as I can write.  Take advantage of 
the services that have tailored themselves 
to accommodate you during what is 
a difficult time.  Remember to pace 
yourself, as it is far too easy to burn 
yourself out.  Plan ahead, have fun and 
don’t be afraid to ask for help. Most 
importantly, good luck!
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This past week, 
V ice-President 
( F i n a n c e ) 
Andrew Caterine 
and I travelled 
to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia to attend 
the 2009 Annual 

General Assembly of the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Associations. 
Despite the beautiful setting, the trip 
was far from carefree. 
 The Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations (CASA) is a 
partnership of student governments 
from across Canada that come together 
to lobby the federal government on issues 
related to post-secondary education. 
 The MSU is an associate 
member of CASA, meaning that we 
pay a reduced membership fee, have 
speaking rights at the table, can move 
and second motions, but have no actual 
vote. I currently represent the MSU 
at the CASA General Assembly, and 

participate in discussions on several 
CASA committees.  
 One question that has weighed 
heavily on my term is whether the MSU 
should join the Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations in full membership, 
or drop our membership altogether. The 
importance of a voice at the federal level 
is unquestionable. While much work on 
the post-secondary education system 
is done at the provincial level, most of 
the money that goes to fund OSAP, 
scholarship and grant programmes, as 
well as our universities more generally, 
originates at the federal level. If the 
federal government were to make PSE a 
priority, it would have a massive positive 
effect on our system. In my opinion, 
CASA has the potential to be the vehicle 
for effecting this change. 
 This is much more difficult than 
it sounds. CASA has a host of problems, 
many of which were highlighted at the 
conference. Currently, CASA is mired in 
debates regarding internal governance, 

selecting priorities and defining goals 
and values. It is difficult to get student 
leaders from vastly different regions of 
the country to come together and agree 
on anything specific. As a result, student 
issues have taken a backseat to the time-
consuming discussions surrounding 
internal governance. 
 So what does the MSU do? I 
can assure you that we’re only interested 
in joining an efficient and focused 
federal lobbying organization, and that 
we approach the table looking to discuss 
your issues. However, the benefits of 
a federal lobbying organization are 
boundless, and if we can help CASA 
navigate its internal issues, McMaster 
students will stand to benefit. 
 Personally, I prefer that the 
MSU make strides to help CASA 
become the kind of organization we 
need it to be. With provincial dollars 
drying up, we need a federal investment 
in our institutions, and right now CASA 
is the most credible student voice on that 
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subject. If the MSU takes on a leadership 
position within CASA, and works with 
all parties involved internally to resolve 
our governance issues, we will have a 
strong, united federal voice.
 On the other hand, if the MSU 
makes the decision to let others do the 
work, leaving the organization to work 
through its own difficulties, I strongly 
believe that the goal of an effective, 
united federal voice will not come to 
fruition in the way students deserve. 
 I can only hope that the 
Student Representative Assembly, who 
will make the final decision on the 
MSU’s membership in CASA, takes 
a critical eye to the organization, but 
recognizes the value in lending our hand 
to the goal of a strong national voice for 
our students.      
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