
Executive Board Meeting 14-01 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 @ 2:30pm 
West Room, University Club 
 
Call to order @ 2:24 pm 
Present Brodka, Craig, Gillis, Mallon, Narro Perez, Nolan, Osazuwa, Saull 
Late  
Absent D’Angela 
Others Present J. McGowan (General Manager), V. Scott (Recording Secretary),  M. Wooder 

(SLDC) 
 
1. Adopt Agenda 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Nolan that the Executive Board adopt the agenda as amended.  
 
Amendments 

 Narro Perez – Add Advocacy Street Team Volunteer Job Description as Item #6 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
2. Adopt Minutes  
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Nolan that the Executive Board adopt the minutes from Executive Board meetings 
13-28 – March 20, 2014, and 13-29 – March 28, 2014, as circulated and presented.  
 

In Favour: 1 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 7 
Motion Passes 

 
3. Open and Close Seats on Committees   
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board move motions 3.a to 3.f omnibus. 
 
Vote to Consider Motions Omnibus 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by  Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open nominations for two (2) seats on the 
Space Audit Committee. 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open nominations for one (1) Executive Board 
member on the Sponsorship and Donations Committee. 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open nominations for one (1) MSU member on 
the Sponsorship and Donations Committee. 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open nominations for one (1) Executive Board 
member on the Silhouette Board of Publications. 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board Open Nominations for one (1) Executive Board 
member on the EFRT Advisory Committee. 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board Open Nominations for one (1) Executive Board 
member on the Peer Support Line Advisory Committee. 
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Vote on Motions 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

 Osazuwa suggested closing just the Silhouette Board of Publications seat as D’Angela wasn’t here.  
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board close the seat for on Executive Board member 
on the Silhouette Board of Publications 
 
Nominations  

 Osazuwa nominated Gillis – accepted  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Nominations 

 Mallon – Space Audit Committee  
 Rodrigo – Space Audit Committee 
 Nolan – Sponsorship and Donations Committee 

 
4.  Open Nominations for Students of Distinction  
 
Moved by Narro Perez, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board open nominations for the MSU Students of 
Distinction Award. 
 

 Scott went over the requirements of the award with the Board.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
5.  Transition Reports 
 

 Scott stated that all of the reports were handed in on time. She explained that criteria for the transition 
reports are set out in Bylaw 4 – Officers for the outgoing BoD to follow, and that the reports looked like 
they were thorough.  

 
a)  Vice-President (Finance)  
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Nolan that the Executive Board approve the transition report for the Vice-
President (Finance) ’14. 
 

 Mallon stated that he was sent both copies on time. He felt that the reports were very thorough, and that 
he did a lot of transition with the previous VP Finance.  

 Gillis stated that he was concerned about approving redacted copies versus official copies. He asked what 
was in the Bylaw that mandated this.  

 Scott explained that the Bylaw states that the Board would only be approving the transition report that 
the incoming BoD received, less confidential. This means that the Board are only approving what is being 
presented to them. The reason being for two reports is that one would have information about full-time 
staff and services.  

 McGowan added that it is a human resources matter.  
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Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
b) Vice-President (Administration) 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the Executive Board approve the transition report for the Vice-
President (Administration) ’14. 
 

 Brodka stated that this was a very thorough report.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
c) Vice-President (Education) 
 
Moved by Craig, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board approve the transition report for the Vice-President 
(Education) ’14. 
 

 Narro Perez stated that this was the second lengthiest report, and that it was very good.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
d) President  
 
Moved by Saull, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board approve the transition report for the President ’14. 
 

 Saull stated that it was an interesting report, and that it would be good for other people to read. He found 
it very helpful.  

 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
6. Advocacy Street Team Volunteer Job Description  
 
Moved by Osazuwa, seconded by Mallon that the Executive Board approve the job description of the Advocacy 
Street Team Volunteer as circulated.  
 

 Narro Perez explained that the Advocacy Street Team Coordinator is streamlining the process for the AST. 
They are hoping to formalize the process and put together a job description. 

 Mallon added that they found better retention of volunteers of those who applied rather than signing up.  
 Wooder stated that advocacy is a unique element, as it’s not a service of the MSU it’s a core pillar. This 

seems like it is evolving into a service and it shouldn’t. He explained that he isn’t speaking against the 
concept, just pointing this out as it will come up in the future.  

 Saull asked Wooder if he was worried that this might evolve into a service. Wooder responded that he 
was as advocacy is a core aspect of the MSU, not a service.  

 Gillis agreed on those points and stated that it seemed weird having it as a separate body because of the 
roles that it fills.  
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Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
7. Information and Question Period 
 

 Osazuwa asked for an updated on what the Advocacy Street Team has been doing. Narro Perez 
responded that within the last two years, there have been varied purposes. Last year’s team was 
mandated to do more active campaigns, such as student debt, and helping out with OUSA and CASA 
events.  Brodka explained that the position was to originally support the VP Education, but then it was too 
much work and needed a volunteer base. He explained that this way they can invest in a volunteer 
structure that is specialized because of their interest in advocacy. Brodka reminded everyone that they 
should try and get in the habit of calling it the Advocacy Street Team and not just advocacy.  

 Saull updated the Board of what has been happening the beginning of May. He explained that they are 
looking into the Peer Tutoring Network to see how it can be developed, and making sure they aren’t 
duplicating something else on campus, as well as looking into if it is sustainable for the MSU to create new 
services each year.  Saull reported that the MSU President gets an apartment as part of their contract, and 
he will be looking into if there is value of having the president living on campus. Saull reported that he has 
been working on a letter to the community of the MSU, and it will outline his vision of the MSU.  

 Osazuwa asked for an update on the capital request for the Committee Room. Saull responded that 
Brodka was taking the lead on this, but stated that they would like to revamp the committee room and 
make it into a better working space. Brodka reported that they are currently in the consultation phase of 
getting things done.  He explained that they have put a call out to the Mohawk Architecture program and 
a group of students will be looking at the space and will give them a bunch of plans with price points.  
Saull added that there have been a lot of conversations about not enough space for services and this will 
give them a collection of wants/dreams.  

 Gillis asked Mallon if they have discussed peer tutoring with the faculty societies. Mallon responded that 
they have done the fees for this, but they have been shopping faculty societies to see if they would be 
interested in buying into the program.  Saull reminded them that they are still in the consultation phase of 
putting together the network.  

 Mallon reported that he met with Lori Diamond about the green bins in the MUSC.  MUSC is currently 
paying $30,000 more than they should be. Mallon asked MUSC if they could look into the price of a green 
dumpster.  MUSC currently pays for the same price for the disposal of each bin regardless if the bin is full 
or not, and they’re losing a lot of money. Mallon reported that as for participatory budgeting they will be 
putting in a request to Student Affairs that they invest in their wants with the Student Life Enhancement 
Fund. He added that they are currently trying to figure out the logistics of voting. Mallon reported that 
CFMU is looking into growing the station on campus, so they will be putting in a request to getting a 
portable piece of equipment that is smaller than what they have now, so that they can set up in MUSC 
quickly. Mallon updated the Board that going after the Ath & Rec fee is on hold until the new Athletics 
Director is hired, hopefully they will be in the role by September. Mallon reported that TwelvEighty is 
currently in the process of hiring a night-time manager.  

 Gillis asked if MUSC was paying a private service for the green bins. Mallon responded that they were 
because since MUSC is labelled as commercial the City of Hamilton won’t take part of it.  Gillis wondered 
if there should be a discussion with Public Works about the compost. Mallon stated that he will be 
following up with Lori Diamond and Facility Services first, and then the next step would be contacting the 
City.  

 Gillis asked Mallon to go into more detail about the proposed participatory budgeting. Mallon responded 
that creating their own fund won’t be sustainable so they are looking at SLEF and make sure the money is 
being used. Mallon stated that they will be responsible for promoting it more, and taking a leadership 
role. He added that he would like a voting system that allows comments and feedback.  

 Narro Perez reported that with the provincial elections going on, it’s taking up quite a bit of his time. He 
explained that they have put together advertisements and created a hashtag of ‘macvotes’. He added that 
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they were able to put together an all-candidates debate for the riding of Ancaster-Dundas-Flamborough-
Westdale, and they are now working on getting people to come out. Narro Perez stated that the 
Communications Office, Alex Young, has helped out a lot by making info graphics as they are trying to 
make sure the students are engaged. Narro Perez stated that his projects right now are trying to figure 
out the future of CASA with the MSU, Mental Health Advocacy, Student Blogs, Academic Councils, and fun 
stuff with Forward with Integrity. He added that the all-candidates debate will be happening on May 28 in 
the MUSC Atrium.  

 Saull thanked Narro Perez and Wooder for putting together the debate.  
 Nolan asked if the debate would be live-streamed. Wooder responded that The Silhouette would typically 

do that.  
 Gillis asked if any other media sources would be at the debate other than The Silhouette. Wooder 

responded that they will be letting The Spectator know.  
 Brodka updated the Board that he has been busy with Welcome Week, training, and general service 

upkeep. He stated that PTMs have been dropping by and sharing what they are working on, and it’s nice 
to bounce ideas off of them.  

 McGowan reported that they are still waiting for a draft of the HSR agreement. He announced that MUSC 
hired a consultant to look at the traffic flow of the first floor of MUSC.  

 Osazuwa asked when this would be happening. McGowan stated that they expect to receive something 
by the end of June, and explained that by no means anything will be installed by September if it is large in 
scope.  

 Osazuwa asked about space allocation and OPIRG being charged rent.  Mallon responded that they were 
going to McGowan for information, and the MSU received an email from the University saying that the 
MSU doesn’t have the right to charge OPIRG for rent as the space is loaned to the MSU from McMaster. 
Mallon explained that the MSU doesn’t want the money for themselves, they want it to go back to MUSC 
to reduce operating/occupancy costs. He added that this will be brought up at the next MUSC Board of 
Management meeting.  

 Wooder reported that the MSU golf tournament, The McMasters, will be held on June 26 in support of 
the Child Care Centre, and Shinerama. He stated that he will be bringing forward logo changes in the next 
couple of months: Spark, SCSN, Maroons, and the Child Care Centre. There will also be a capital request 
coming forward for camera and video gear.  

 Nolan asked why the Maroons were changing their logo. Wooder responded that besides blatant 
copyright infringement, they were approached by the Maroons to be consistent with the rest of the MSU.  
Nolan asked about those who own rep suits with the logos. Wooder responded that they are looking at a 
way to offset the numbers so that those students aren’t charged twice. He added that they are coming up 
with a way to transfer the logo and also at how reps wear their suits. Brodka added that another example 
of how to fix it would be to get a patch with the new logo on it.  

 
8. Adjournment and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Time of Next Meeting:  
 

Thursday, June 5, 2014 
10:00 am 

MSU Boardroom, MUSC room 201 
 
Moved by Mallon, seconded by Osazuwa that the meeting be adjourned.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 3:54 pm 
 
/vs 


