
 
AGENDA - SRA 11G 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY  
Sunday, October 2, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
Hamilton, ON 

 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Call of the Roll, Adoption of Agenda, Playing of National Anthem, Announcements from the Chair, 
Delegations from the Floor, Report Period, Information Period, Question Period, Business Arising from 
the Minutes, Business, Committee Business, Unfinished Business, New Business, Time of Next Meeting, 
Call of the Roll, Adjournment 
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Operations Commissioner Riaz Sayani-Mulji 
2. Finance Commissioner Simon Granat 
3. Executive Board Alicia Ali 
4. Vice-President (Administration) Katie Ferguson 
 
BUSINESS 
 
1. Recess for MSU, Inc. Dillon-Leitch 
2. Open Nominations for Executive Board Ferguson 
3. Close Nominations for MSU Member for Other Committees Ferguson 
4. Close Nominations for SRA member to Standing Committee Ferguson 
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MOTIONS 
 
1. Moved by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by ___ that the Assembly recess for a meeting of MSU, 

Inc.  
2. 
 

Moved by Ferguson, seconded by ___ that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) 
SRA member to the Executive Board. 

3. Moved by Ferguson, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) 
MSU member to the Elections Committee. 

4. Moved by Ferguson, seconded by ___ that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) 
SRA member to the Operations Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SRA 11G Page 3 
October 2, 2011 

 

Student Representative Assembly Meeting 11G 
Sunday, October 2, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
 

 
Call to Order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Al-Amad, Ali, Bifano, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, 

Golendukhin, Jamieson, Knezic, Kuzman, Marlowe, Metrailler, Napeloni, Rathbone, 
Recoskie, Saeed, Sahani, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, 
Zuchowski 

Absent Excused  
Absent Ahmad, Granat, Wiener 
Late  Mohamed 
Others Present Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Siobhan Stewart (Diversity Services Director), 

Fred Hall (Chair, Systems Renewal), Naomi Pullen (Arts & Science SRA ex-officio),  
Steven Thompson (CRO), Rick Gunderman (MSU Member), Melissa Sharma (MSU 
Member), Mohamed El Mohellawy (MSU Member),  
Dave Moore (MSUAA), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Sayed-Rahman, seconded by Daniel that the Assembly adopt the agenda as amended. 
 
Amendments 
 
Moved by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by Saeed to add a Delegation from the Floor to discuss system renewals. 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 27 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
Vote on Agenda 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 The Speaker announced the following members had resigned their seats and therefore October by-
elections will take place: Vivek Govardhanam, Engineering; Daniel Kim, Commerce; Karina Reddick, 
Nursing; Alex Ramirez, Social Sciences; Melissa Sharma, Science.  

 The Speaker announced he was asked to give a ruling on absences and what constituted an excused 
absence. The Speaker stated that excused absences will be for serious illnesses, family emergencies, or 
exams taking place within 12 hours of the beginning or end of a meeting.  

 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Moved by Kuzman, seconded by Somers to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor at seven minutes. 
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Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1. Systems Renewal Update – Dr. Fred Hall presented 
 

 Dr. Hall made a presentation on behalf of Saeed to explain the renewal of the University’s systems. He 
explained the process will be launched on October 5. They will be sending out a request for proposals 
from major vendors for bids on how they will change what McMaster is currently providing. He explained 
that this will be the biggest project at a public institution in Canada. Hall stated that this will affect 
students as they are first starting with the student related systems. Once the offer goes out on October 5 
companies will have until October 26 to get their proposals in. It will be narrowed down to two finalists 
and their job is to give McMaster specific demos on how to implement the systems. McMaster has 
designed scenarios for the finalists to do, and one of them is to show the Systems Renewal Committee 
how it will work for when a student originally applies and goes until convocation. The demos will happen 
from December 5 until December 19. Hall stated that they will give students half a day to ask as many 
questions and tell the companies what they would like to see from their systems. Hall stated that it would 
be appreciated if the SRA could help with this project; he explained that they don’t want to make 
mistakes that other institutions have made.  

 Saeed asked the SRA to tell their constituents that this project is happening.  
 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1. Operations Commissioner – Riaz Sayani-Mulji presented 
 

 Sayani-Mulji summarized the report. 
 
Questions 

 Saeed asked what policies are being worked on. Sayani-Mulji responded that his predecessor 
recommended reviewing the general policies.  

 
2. Finance Commissioner – Duncan Thompson presented 
 

 Thompson summarized the report. 
 
3. Executive Board – Alicia Ali presented 
 

 Ali summarized the report 
 
4. Vice-President (Administration) – Katie Ferguson presented 
 

 Ferguson summarized the report. 
 
Questions 

 Golendukhin asked if some of the events that there were moved will be moved back. She asked about 
Clubs Fest specifically. Ferguson responded that the decision of dates staying the same hasn’t been 
discussed yet. She stated that if anyone has any comments about Welcome Week to please send her an 
email of their views. 

 Metrailler asked who represented the MSU at the Student Leaders Dinner. Ferguson responded that the 
dinner is not catered towards SRA members, but it’s for clubs and faculty societies. She explained that the 
Alumni Association’s Student Relations Committee has MSU representatives on it and they attended. 
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INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

 Somers reported that in the coming week all residences will get together to promote a non partisan vote. 
She stated that she had talked to the residence orientation advisors and the resident mangers about this. 
Somers reported that the first issue of “The Scientist” came out in the summer, and that it was targeted 
to first years and was sent out to all incoming science students. 

 Erl thanked Metrailler and Gunderman for doing a great job at the Student Club Debate and thanked the 
Speaker for moderating the event. He reported that on October 13 at 9:30 a.m. City Council will be voting 
on the future of the LRT at a general issues meeting and he will be attending. He encouraged the other 
SRA members to go as well. Erl reported that Sayed-Rahman, Sayani-Mulji and he went to the Gandhi 
peace festival and that it was great. 

 Ferguson reported that Campus Sustainability Day is October 19. On that day there will be IT collection. 
Ferguson reported that this year is SWHAT’s 20

th
 anniversary, and that anyone who gets a walk home with 

SWHAT will get a scratch card to win prizes.  
 Sayani-Mulji reported that it was MAC peace week and there are a lot of events planned.  
 Sparrow reported on behalf of the External Affairs Commissioner, as he had a sore throat, that the 

Committee has been working on an election analysis. The Committee has been working on a number of 
policy and research projects, including a MSU and McMaster tuition policy analysis. The Committee has 
also been helping out Erl and Ali on their efforts of updating the transit policy and LRT. The Committee 
has discussed about not promoting pitfalls on the financial market. 

 Sparrow reported that the Labour Studies Students Association will be holding an event on October 12 at 
5:30 called “Stop Stealing our Steel”. The Social Sciences Caucus will be having their open forum on 
October 17 in the MSU Boardroom. 

 Metrailler announced that the attendance bylaw is in effect. There was an information session offered, 
but no one showed up. 

 Bifano reported that Humanities held an information session for level I students. It was a successful event, 
and the students had positive feedback. She reported that tomorrow there will be a guest speaker for 
Humanities and Social Sciences students, as it’s the kick off to career month.  

 Ali thanked Metrailler, Erl, and the others who came out to the debate last Wednesday and Friday. She 
reported that both debates went well. Ali reported that the MSU will be holding tables all week 
promoting the Provincial Election. Also, at the next two SRA meetings there will be two delegations from 
the floor, one from OUSA and one from CASA. 

 Kuzman reported that the University Affairs committee has set their meeting times which are Thursdays 
from 7-8. She announced that there was a small announcement about legislation that was being put 
through government on September 29 on copyright. Kuzman reported that there weren’t too many 
problematic points and that it doesn’t affect the students negatively as of yet. She had conversations with 
the Head Librarian about what impact it might have.  

 Dillon-Leitch reported that there will be an article in the Silhouette about the email services, giving an 
update on the situation. 

 Marlowe reported that SOCS will be holding their rep auction on October 12. The proceeds will go 
towards Shinerama or a bursary. 

 Rathbone reported that the Kinesiology caucus have been doing class talks, and that there have been 
productive talks with the president of the faculty. He reported that as Services Commissioner he wanted 
to thank Sparrow for his work on the Women’s Centre project.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

 Sayani-Mulji asked why it said in The Silhouette that Ted McMeekin didn’t know about the SRA meeting 
until the night before, and that since none of the other candidates were invited he turned it down. Ali 
responded that it was a frustrating article to read. She explained that earlier in the summer Ted 
McMeekin’s office contacted her to ask if Mr. McMeekin could come to the next SRA meeting. She 
clarified that the MSU didn’t invite Mr. McMeekin to the meeting, and that the message was 
misconstrued. Mr. McMeekin decided to not come for personal reasons. 
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 Dhawan asked if CASA or OUSA have made a submission to the federal government seeking clarification 
of proposed copyright legislation so as to mitigate unintended consequences for teaching and learning in 
the education sector. Kuzman responded that as of now she isn’t aware of anything being submitted for 
clarification. Ali responded that there isn’t a response as of now, but that she will contact their office 
tomorrow. Kuzman stated that she had spoken to the head librarian earlier in the summer and that the 
University has adopted a fair dealing policy about putting materials on reserve, but that they have found a 
way to put the materials on short term lending so that it still allows the students access. She clarified that 
this is different than amendments to the Copyright Act which the federal government reintroduced on 
September 29.  

 Erl asked the Vice-President (Education) about the picture in The Silhouette that was taken of Minister 
Milloy, Ted McMeekin, and members of the MSU executive under a headline that states ‘Milloy pitches 
for re-election’ and asked for clarification that the MSU is taking a non-partisan stand. Ali responded that 
they MSU had an opportunity to host John Milloy on campus, and that the came to talk to a first year 
anthropology class. The MSU hosted John Milloy in the capacity of him being the Minister of Colleges, 
Training and Universities.  Ali stated that this was not a Liberal stance, and that the local MPP, Ted 
McMeekin, accompanied the Minister who came to speak about the importance of education.  

 Sayani-Mulji asked why the MSU is supporting the Liberals, and stated that one of his constituents came 
up to him and stated that the talk had a Liberal stance. Ali responded that the MSU didn’t control the 
substance of the talk, and that students were critical in their questions. The MSU isn’t taking a stance, and 
have been very adamant about it. The MSU is not endorsing any party. 

 Knezic asked the Board of Directors about the Courtesy Cards and why the policy was changed in the past 
year to not allow MSU volunteers to receive one. Ferguson responded that the policy was changed last 
year because it was too expensive to be providing the discounts to hundreds of people, and that it was 
financially irresponsible to do so. She stated that she didn’t feel the need to communicate the change 
because it happened last year. The Courtesy Cards are for people are paid members of the MSU, as well 
as SRA members and MSU members on committees. Ferguson reported that they do extend the courtesy 
to some of the campus partners so that they come to the MSU’s services.  

 Somers asked if there was anything that the MSU could do about putting more bike racks on campus as 
there aren’t enough for all of the bikes on campus. Saeed responded that in previous years they have 
spoken to sustainability and suggested to take pictures of the situations and let them know. He stated 
that it could be a possibility that they didn’t expect the number of people biking on campus. Ferguson 
responded that she would be happy to speak with the Department of Sustainability. 

 Al-Amad asked the Vice-President (Education) who invited Ted McMeekin to the Meeting. Ali responded 
that she did not invite him to the meeting and that she was more than willing to bring in the chain of 
emails to the next SRA meeting. 

 Dhawan asked for clarification on the Copyright agreement and is concerned that CASA should be making 
a submission. Kuzman stated that Ali was going to contact CASA about this, and that the federal copyright 
legislation is different than the fair dealing policy on campus. The legislation is not approved and is still 
going through parliament. The University is being pre-emptive and is targeting areas that may be 
problematic, but nothing has come up yet. Ali stated that she will be in contact and will try to get the 
proper information and resources of what will be affecting the students. 

 Sayani-Mulji asked Ali what role did the MSU play with John Milloy coming to campus. Ali responded that 
the Minister was making a tour of Universities in Ontario and McMaster was one of those locations. She 
stated that she had received a call from his office asking if he could come to McMaster and talk to the 
students. She pointed out that if she had advance warning of this that she would have let the SRA know. 

 Kuzman asked Ali if she could reaffirm for the Assembly that John Milloy was visiting campus as the 
Minister of Colleges, Training and Universities and not necessarily as a liberal candidate. Ali clarified for 
the Assembly that John Milloy was visiting McMaster as the Minister. The Silhouette has editorial 
autonomy, they are a business of the union and the MSU doesn’t control how or what they print.  

 Sparrow asked if it would be possible to clarify in The Silhouette’s next issue that the MSU is not 
promoting a political party. He expressed discomfort with the idea that Mr. Milloy had visited campus to 
discuss Education policy, as it appeared that he was promoting Partisan, specifically Liberal Education 
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policy. Ali responded that the Silhouette had editorial autonomy, and that on the president’s page over 
the past couple of weeks the MSU has been promoting a non-partisan message. 

 Metrailler asked if any of the other candidates from other parties asked for a class talk, would the MSU 
allow it. Ali responded that they would. 

 Kuzman asked Ali to clarify that as a result of the fact that Mr. Milloy is currently the Minister of Colleges, 
Training, and Universities, that he would be very well versed on all platforms concerning education and 
therefore able to discuss it broadly with students. Ali responded that regarding the talk that Mr. Milloy 
had with the students as the Minister he would be proficient with any education policy.  

 Rathbone asked the president if there was any policy for former MSU leaders endorsing commercial or 
political interests. Dillon-Leitch responded that he doesn’t believe there is a policy and it is their right to 
endorse whatever they’d like.  

 Sayed-Rahman asked if Ali would accompany the communist party to do a class talk. Ali answered that it 
wasn’t a class talk, and that Mr. McMeekin didn’t talk to the class the Minister did. She stated that if the 
communist party wanted help with doing class talks, then anyone can do it from a non-partisan stand 
point.  

 Rathbone asked Kuzman about the professors not posting up slide with pictures from textbooks, and was 
wondering if it was due to the internal policy. Kuzman responded that earlier in the summer the 
University adopted the fair dealing policy and that was one of the clauses introduced. 

 Sparrow asked the Bylaws Commissioner about the minutes from the previous meetings over the summer 
and when they would be coming out. Metrailler responded that he didn’t know if the minutes are done 
yet. 

BUSINESS 
 
1.  Recess for MSU Inc. 
 
Moved by Dillon-Leitch, seconded by Jamieson that the Assembly recess for a meeting of MSU, Inc. 
 
Vote on Motion  

Passes Unanimously 
 
Recessed at 7:54 p.m. 
Called to Order at 8:04 p.m. 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ahmad, Al-Amad, Ali, Bifano, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, 

Golendukhin, Jamieson, Knezic, Kuzman, Marlowe, Metrailler, Mohamed, Napeloni, 
Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed, Sahani, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, 
Thompson, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused  
Absent Granat, Wiener 
Late   
Others Present Maggie Gallagher (MSU Comptroller), Siobhan Stewart (Diversity Services Director), 

Naomi Pullen (Arts & Science SRA ex-officio), Steven Thompson (CRO, Chief RAD 
Ohhhhyeah), Rick Gunderman (MSU Member), Melissa Sharma (MSU Member), 
Mohamed El Mohellawy (MSU Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Victoria Scott 
(Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
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2. Open Nominations for Executive Board 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Bifano that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) SRA member to the 
Executive Board. 
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
3. Close Nominations for MSU Member to Other committee 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Metrailler that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) MSU member to the 
Elections Committee. 
 
 
Nominations 

 Recoskie nominated Mohamed El Mohellawy - accepted 
 Erl nominated Rick Gunderman - accepted 
 Daniel nominated Melissa Sharma – accepted 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Kuzman, seconded by Bifano to set parameters at 30 seconds each for opening statements and 10 
minutes of questions total. 
 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Saeed, seconded by Kuzman to amend parameters to one minute each for opening statements and 10 
minutes of questions total. 
 
Vote on Amendment 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote on Parameters 

Passes Unanimously 
 
 

 Candidates spoke within time allotted.  
 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Dillon-Leitch to extend questions for another 10 minutes. 
 
Friendly amendment – to exhaust the Speaker’s List. 
 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 23 Opposed: 2 Abstentions: 3 
Opposed: Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman 
Abstentions: Kuzman, Al-Amad, Daniel 

Motion Passes 
 

 Gunderman won the MSU seat on the Elections Committee.  
 

 The Speaker did a call of the roll at 8:43 p.m.  
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CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ahmad, Al-Amad, Ali, Bifano, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, Dillon-Leitch, Ferguson, 

Golendukhin, Jamieson, Knezic, Marlowe, Metrailler, Mohamed, Napeloni, Recoskie, 
Sayani-Mulji, Somers, Sparrow, Thompson, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused  
Absent Granat, Wiener 
Late  Erl, Kuzman, Rathbone, Sayed-Rahman 
Others Present Siobhan Stewart (Diversity Services Director), Naomi Pullen (Arts & Science SRA ex-

officio), Steven Thompson (CRO), Rick Gunderman (MSU Member), Melissa Sharma 
(MSU Member), Mohamed El Mohellawy (MSU Member), Alexander Burnett (MSU 
Member), Dave Moore (MSUAA), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 

Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 
4. Close Nominations for SRA member to Standing Committee 
 
Moved by Ferguson, seconded by Recoskie that the Assembly close nominations for one (1) SRA member to the 
Operations Committee. 
 
Nominations 

 Mohamed 
 Ferguson nominated Jamieson – declined 

 
Vote on Motion 
 

In Favour: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion Passes 

 
 Mohamed won by acclamation 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Jamieson that the Assembly consider opening one SRA seat and one MSU seat 
on the Elections Committee in New Business.  
 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1. Open Nominations for members to Other Committees 
 
Moved by Metrailler, seconded by Thompson that the Assembly open nominations for one (1) SRA seat and one 
(1) MSU seat on the Elections Committee. 
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the Assembly consider that the MSU issue an official statement under 
the president’s page in New Business. 
 

 Erl stated that this would be fair given the comment on editorial autonomy. The MSU controls the 
president’s page as it is a paid advertisement from the MSU. 

 Sayani-Mulji agreed that it is imperative to discuss this under new business. 
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 Metrailler commended Erl for making a motion and not a discussion item. 
 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
2. Statement on President’s Page 
 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the MSU shall issue an official statement under the president’s page 
stating that the MSU is taking a non-partisan stance towards the 2011 provincial elections.  
 

 Erl stated that given the discussion that happened it would be important to issue a statement so that 
constituents understand that the MSU is non-partisan. 

 Sayani-Mulji quoted The Silhouette from September 22 saying that the MSU invited Ted McMeekin but 
that Mr. McMeekin didn’t know until the day before. Sayani-Mulji thought that action should be taken 
further than just posting on the website. 

 
Amendment 
 
Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by Campbell to amend the motion to include further direction for the 
president’s page to clarify that Ted McMeekin mislead the Silhouette and that the MSU did not issue an invitation 
to Ted McMeekin to attend our last SRA meeting, let alone only inviting him and not the other candidates. 
 

 Campbell stated that in his opinion ‘deliberately mislead’ isn’t much different than a lie. He felt that the 
original motion is cognisant of that the fact that there was a miscommunication and gives the MSU an 
easy way to rectify it.  

 Metrailler stated that it would be rash of the MSU to condemn a member of the provincial parliament. He 
stated that the MSU doesn’t know where the fault lies, he urged the Assembly to not vote for the 
amendment. 

 Sayani-Mulji quoted The Silhouette article where Mr. McMeekin stated that he only found out about the 
meeting the night before. Sayani-Mulji stated that he sees that as lying. He stated that there shouldn’t be 
any doubt about miscommunication and that extending an invitation is partisanship. He pointed out that 
the next issue of The Silhouette comes out on October 6 and that the MSU should make it clear that the 
MSU and The Silhouette were misled.  

 Ali stated that when making a decision like there are things that need to be taken into consideration. 
Would this be done for any candidate and think about what’s going to happen in the future. Ali stated 
that the MSU needs to think of its government relations. The MSU doesn’t know what will happen on 
October 6, it will damage the relationship with the MPP and that isn’t recommended. Ali stated that she is 
comfortable with Erl’s recommendation of stating that the MSU is non partisan, but that that they still 
need to think of government relations and maintaining the ones that that they have.  

 Sparrow stated that he also heard that Mr. McMeekin stated that he was only invited to the meeting at 
the last minute while he was visiting the Cable 14 station. Sparrow ceded to Al-Amad.  

 Al-Amad stated that he saw Mr. McMeekin and asked him why he didn’t show up to the SRA meeting. Al-
Amad stated that Mr. McMeekin responded that he called in the day before and when he found out that 
he would be the only candidate attending the University to speak to the SRA he decided it was not 
appropriate.  

 Erl stated in reference to the amendment, that Mr. Colbert, The Silhouette Managing Editor, wouldn’t 
write something to mislead anyone. Erl stated that the MSU would be doing their own service a disservice 
if they don’t clear it up somehow.  

 Dillon-Leitch stated that he doesn’t doubt there was a miscommunication. He thought that in terms of 
issuing a public statement that the MSU is non partisan there is no issue. Dillon-Leitch stated that there 
was a motion on the table stating that the SRA would like everything to be clarified on the president’s 
page. He asked if any of the members came and talked to the Board of Directors. Dillon-Leitch stated that 
any of members of the SRA could have spoken to the BOD and they would have had some time to put this 
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in the Silhouette, but now that have to fight it out. He urged the Assembly to talk to each other before 
getting it to this point.  

 Daniel stated that in terms of putting a letter out saying the MSU is non-partisan, there is no issue. She 
stated that if the MSU accuses a candidate of saying that he did something devious is not something the 
MSU would like to put out as a message. Daniel supported Erl’s motion.  

 Sayani-Mulji responded that the MSU saying that they are non-partisan is not enough. He stated that the 
MSU should say that Mr. McMeekin was misleading students.  

 Metrailler asked Ali to clarify if there was any precedent for the sitting MPP to come to the first SRA 
meeting in September to talk, and were it possible he interpreted this precedent as an invitation. Ali 
stated that it had been precedent in the past, but that she couldn’t answer the question and that she 
thought it comes down to everything being a miscommunication. 

 Kuzman asked if before any of this speculation, anyone had actually spoken to the individual person who 
wrote the article in the silhouette. She stated that quotes individuals can be misquoted all the time, which 
in fact she had been misquoted in The Silhouette previously. She expressed that since we have this 
individual at our disposal and we can ask them, that it is important to do so. She said this would be 
important to consider this before the SRA moves ahead with any decisions. She reminded the assembly 
that Mr. McMeekin is not just a candidate but is also the MPP in the riding and as a result is an authority 
on the issues impacting this riding. 

 Erl stated that Sayani-Mulji should be commended for coming up the motion quickly, and using the 
procedures of the assembly well.  

 Sparrow stated that it was clear based on evidence that Mr. McMeekin did mislead the students. He 
stated that there is a need for clarification. 

 Ali commented on the debate stating that the articles in question came out on September 22 and 29. She 
told the assembly that they could have come and spoken with the BOD at any time. Anyone could be 
elected on October 6 and the MSU doesn’t know who it will be or what’s going to happen. She urged the 
assembly to be cautious and think about her successors and the next four years. Ali stated that they 
should never want to put the MSU in a position where they didn’t have a relationship with the local MPP 
and government.  

 
Moved by Zuchowski, seconded by Jamieson to call to question. 
 
Vote on Call to Question 
 

In Favour: 12 Opposed: 12 Abstentions: 2 
Opposed: Rathbone, Napeloni, Erl, Al-Amad, Dhawan, Golendukhin, Sayani-Mulji, Campbell, Marlowe, Sayed-

Rahman, Sparrow, Saeed 
Abstentions: Kuzman, Daniel 

Motion Fails 
 

 Sayani-Mulji stated that Mr. McMeekin saying he declined the invitation implied that the MSU invited 
him. He urged the assembly to remember who they are accountable to; the students need to know that 
the MSU didn’t issue the invitation. He stated that this will show students that the MSU is non-partisan.  

 Campbell stated that he wouldn’t support the amendment because of the language used. He went on to 
say that even if the amendment gets voted down the BOD will take this matter into account. 

 Saeed stated he supported the amendment but will be voting against it because of the language used. He 
pointed out that members could have sent out an email before this, and it could have been a 
miscommunication.  

 Erl stated that part of the frustration is because of the photo credit in the Silhouette states that it was an 
MSU photo.  

 Ahmad stated that the problem with the amendment to clarify Mr. McMeekin’s actions is that the MSU 
doesn’t know what happened and he didn’t think that Mr. McMeekin’s intention was to mislead.  

 Mohamed stated that Mr. McMeekin did mislead the students, regardless of a miscommunication. 
Mohamed believed that Mr. McMeekin has to accept the blame for that. 
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 Rathbone stated that there is a difference between denotation and connotation. He stated that if a 
student read the line and thought that it misled them, that’s connotation. Denotation may not be 
deliberate but the connotation would be. 

 Ali pointed out that everything goes both ways. When making decisions the SRA should look at three to 
four years from now. Ali agreed with Rathbone’s argument and stated that if the MSU says that they were 
misled it comes off just as strongly as the MSU endorsing candidates. Ali stated that the MSU needs to 
respect the relations they have. 

 
Amendment to the Amendment by Substitution 
 
Moved by Golendukhin, seconded by Zuchowski to amend the motion by substitution so that it shall read: “Moved 
by Erl, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the MSU shall issue an official statement under the president’s page stating 
that the MSU is taking a non-partisan stance towards the 2011 provincial elections and provide clarification as to 
what transpired between Ted McMeekin and the MSU.” 
 

 Kuzman stated that she was speaking against the amendment, saying the amendment will impact 
contrarily on the overall goals of the MSU and that she is not comfortable voting for an amendment which 
was created based on a lack of evidence. She said she will vote for the original motion. 

 Ferguson informed the Assembly that the president’s page is something that the Student Life 
Development Coordinator works on along with the Board of Directors and they are worked on weeks in 
advance. She stated that the next president’s page will be dedicated to the audit because it is a priority. 
She pointed out that they are fine with the suggestion of putting the information on the page, but this is 
something that happened two weeks ago. If there was proper dialogue things could have been set in 
motion.  

 Al-Amad stated that the audit can wait as the provincial election is this Thursday. 
 Sparrow agreed that the audit was important and stated that the MSU can have two pages in the 

Silhouette if needed. 
 Ahmad stated that as an organization they shouldn’t be revealing our conversations, especially of what 

happens behind closed doors. He added that it’s fine to be transparent but things like this shouldn’t 
happen in a student newspaper. 

 
Vote on Amendment to the Amendment by Substitution 
 

In Favour: 1 Opposed: 21 Abstentions: 6 
Opposed: Ferguson, Thompson, Dillon-Leitch, Ali, Recoskie, Kuzman, Napeloni, Erl, Al-Amad, Mohamed, Somers, 

Jamieson, Zuchowski, Sayani-Mulji, Campbell, Marlowe, Sayed-Rahman, Metrailler, Saeed, Ahmad, Knezic 
Abstentions: Rathbone, Bifano, Daniel, Dhawan, Sahani, Sparrow 

Motion Fails 
 
Back to the Amendment 
 
Moved by Sayani-Mulji, seconded by Campbell to amend the motion to include further direction for the 
president’s page to clarify that Ted McMeekin mislead the Silhouette and that the MSU did not issue an invitation 
to Ted McMeekin to attend our last SRA meeting, let alone only inviting him and not the other candidates. 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 

In Favour: 7 Opposed: 20 Abstentions: 1 
Opposed: Dillon-Leitch, Ferguson, Thompson, Ali, Rathbone, Recoskie, Bifano, Kuzman, Daniel, Somers, 

Jamieson, Golendukhin, Zuchowski, Sahani, Campbell, Marlowe, Metrailler, Saeed, Ahmad, Kneziz 
Abstentions: Dhawan 

Motion Fails 
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Back to Main Motion 
 
Moved by Erl, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the MSU shall issue an official statement under the president’s page 
stating that the MSU is taking a non-partisan stance towards the 2011 provincial elections.  
 

 Metrailler asked Erl if the intentions of the motion were to correct the opinion of the MSU or to correct 
something misstated in the Silhouette. Erl responded that it would be the response to the member 
statement, and to clarify in the past two issues and state that the MSU is taking a non-partisan stance. 

 Metrailler thought that the issue would be dealt more effectively to ask the Silhouette to issue a 
statement saying they misrepresented us.  

 Marlowe stated that he just spoke to Sam Colbert (Managing Editor) and that he had listened to the 
recording and Mr. McMeekin stated that he was invited. He pointed out that there could have been a 
miscommunication in his office, and that it wasn’t the Silhouette who made the mistake.  

 Dillon-Leitch stated that there was no problem of this being included. He added that there was a good 
way of showing that the MSU is non-partisan and that would be to do class talks and telling students to 
vote. 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Sparrow, seconded by Sayani-Mulji that the Assembly recess for 15 minutes. 
 

In Favour: 8 Opposed: 13 Abstentions: 0 
Opposed: Rathbone, Recoskie, Kuzman, Mohamed, Daniel, Dhawan, Somers, Jamieson, Sahani, Sayed-Rahman, 

Metrailler, Ahmad 
Motion Fails 

 
Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Somers that the Assembly consider opening one SRA seat on the Services 
Committee in New Business.  
 
Vote on Motion 

Passes by General Consent 
 
3. Open Nominations for SRA member to Services Committee 
 
Moved by Rathbone, seconded by Thompson that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the Services Committee. 
 

 Rathbone stated that his committee has been operating without a member due to issues, and that they 
need to meet quorum. 

 
Vote on Motion 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Ahmad, seconded by Golendukhin that the Assembly consider opening one SRA seat on the Finance 
Committee in New Business. 
 
Vote to Consider 

Passes Unanimously 
 
4. Open Nominations for SRA member to Finance Committee 
 
Moved by Ahmad, seconded by Zuchowski that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the SRA Finance 
Committee.  
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Vote on Motion 
Passes Unanimously 

TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, October 16, 2011 
6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
Present Ahmad, Al-Amad, Ali, Bifano, Campbell, Daniel, Dhawan, Dillon-Leitch, Erl, Ferguson, 

Golendukhin, Jamieson, Knezic, Kuzman, Marlowe, Metrailler, Mohamed, Napeloni, 
Rathbone, Recoskie, Saeed, Sahani, Sayani-Mulji, Sayed-Rahman, Somers, Sparrow, 
Thompson, Zuchowski 

Absent Excused  
Absent Granat, Wiener 
Late   
Others Present Naomi Pullen (Arts & Science ex-officio), Alexander Burnett (MSU Member), Steven 

Thompson (CRO), Victoria Scott (Recording Secretary) 
Chair Jeff Wyngaarden 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Zuchowski, seconded by Thompson that the meeting adjourn. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
 

Adjourned at 10:21 p.m. 
 
 
/vs 
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Dear SRA, 
 
I hope you are all as excited for the year as I am. I came into the SRA not really sure of what I was in for. 
However, after getting accustomed to the organization and its structure, getting to know all of you, and 
working in collaboration with the other Commissioners and Board of Directors, I feel comfortable and 
confident that a great deal can be done this year for the students we serve. 
 
Specifically, my committee and I have taken on several initiatives for this year. For example, the MSU 
Anti-Oppression Policy has been passed, outlining the MSU’s stance on religious discrimination, 
homophobia, transphobia, racism, sexism, and ableism, while also committing it to a yearly campaign 
against one of these forms of oppression. This campaign has already started for the year, and after it has 
concluded, an operating policy outlining the logistics and specifics of the campaign for future years will 
be drafted to ensure sustainability. In addition, we recently passed the MSU Plastic Bottle Free Policy, a 
major step forward for environmentalism at this university. 
 
There is more in store for the Operations Committee this year. My predecessor left me a list of several 
projects that need finishing from last year, which are being divided between my committee members 
for completion. While we have faced difficulty with the departure of some of our committee members, 
one project has already been completed and I am confident that once meetings begin the committee 
will be both productive and efficient.  
 
As well, work has begun on the implementation of an Ethical Purchasing Policy for the MSU, with a plan 
of collaborating with different groups interested in turning our campus into a fair trade area.  
 
I’m sure as the year goes on more projects will come up, and we will do our best as a committee to meet 
the needs of the assembly, and the students. As always, feel free to send me any feedback or questions 
you have.   
 
Yours truly, 
Riaz Sayani-Mulji 
SRA Operations Commissioner 2011-2012 
SRA Health Sciences 
 
 
 

. 

REPORT 
From the office of the… 

Operations Commissioner 

 
TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Riaz Sayani-Mulji, SRA Operations Commissioner  

DATE: October 2nd 2011 
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I regret that I cannot be here in person today. Nonetheless, I hope the Assembly will find this report 
satisfactory.  
 First, I would like to thank all the members of the committee for their dedication. As of 
September 26, 2011 the committee has had four meetings, and several other issues discussed through 
email. Attendance of the committee members has been excellent and I would like to thank them for 
their determination, participation, and of course, their attendance. Without their work the committee 
would not have been successful and chairing a meeting would be impossible. This report will briefly 
sketch the committee’s activity so far this year and plans for the future.  
 Andrew Wallace, an MSU member of the committee, was elected as Vice Chair. His 
responsibilities will be to chair meetings in the event that the chair is unable, and to fulfill other duties 
as required. Also, I feel that the position is an excellent way to provide student leaders, who do not hold 
a seat on the SRA, with an opportunity to have meaningful input in student governance.  
 To date the committee has approved Capital Expense Requests for EFRT, Campus Events, AVTEK 
and is currently reviewing wages of part time employees whose job descriptions are new or have 
changed as mandated in the bylaws. In each of these instances the committee has commissioned and 
raised a report. Reports from the committee outline the situation, provide recommendations to the 
appropriate body, and outline the methodology of the committee’s deliberation.  
 In the future the committee will provide recommendations on the audited financial statements, 
review MSU accounts and investigate other financial issues pursuant to the bylaws. In addition, it is my 
hope that later this year the committee will go to the Ontario Provincial Legislature and observe the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs. 
 For this term, committee meetings have been set for every Wednesday at 12:30 pm in the SRA 
office, unless otherwise noted. The committee welcomes all Representatives and students to come out 
to the meetings and to sit as an observer or to provide input to the issue at hand as a witness.  
 While it is still early, I feel as though the committee has had a successful year so far. If you have 
any concerns, questions or would like to ask the committee to review material, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at srafinance@msu.mcmaster.ca. I will do my best to get back to you in a timely fashion. 
 
On behalf of the Standing Committee on Finance I respectfully submit this report to the Student 
Representative Assembly, 
 
Simon Granat, 
Chair of the Standing Committee on Finance 
 

. 

REPORT 
From the office of the… 

Finance Committee 

 
TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Simon Granat, SRA Finance Commissioner  

DATE: October 2, 2011 
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Dear Members of the Assembly, 
 
September has been a busy, but exciting month in my position and it has been great to see the 
hard work put in by our services and businesses come to fruition with the school year now in full 
swing. 
 
Part-Time Managers (PTMs) 
Part-time managers are doing a wonderful job with their services. I have been getting a lot of 
positive feedback both from the managers themselves and students. Our first meeting of the 
academic year was held on Sunday September 25th and two alternate training sessions were 
held for those who were unable to attend during the summer on October 26th and 27th. 
 
There are two new managers now a part of our team as of the beginning of September. Shivani 
Persad is the Advocacy Coordinator and Erika D’Urbano is the Promotions and Advertising 
(PAC) Coordinator. Both managers have done very well at adjusting to their roles quickly with 
the little transition time September has afforded. Hiring that will be taking place over the next 
month will include the CLAY Coordinator and Deputy Returning Officer (DRO).  
 
Some events to look forward to are: 
MSU Night Market on Tuesday, October 11th 6 – 10 PM – Diversity Services 
CBS Blood Donor Clinic in CIBC Hall, October 11th 10:30 AM – 5:30 PM – SHEC 
Simpler Thyme Organic Farm Tour, October 15th 12:30 – 3:30 PM – Farmstand 
 
Welcome Week 
Welcome Week was an exciting yet extremely busy time for the MSU. In the planning for 
Welcome Week 2011 last year, some changes were made by both the WW Review Committee 
and WW Planning Committee. Changes included the rescheduling of certain events to different 
days of the week than in the past and a new process for the sales of MacPasses, to make them 
more accessible and affordable for students. In general, these changes were implemented with 
success.  
 
I am now taking part in the review process for Welcome Week which involves working with 
representatives from Residence Life, Off Campus Experience, the Student Success Centre, the 
MSU and University Administration to assess the logistics of events, the financial sustainability 
of the week and the experience provided to incoming students.  
 

. 

REPORT 
From the office of the… 

Vice-President Administration 
 

TO: Members of the Student Representative Assembly 

FROM: Katie Ferguson 

SUBJECT: Vice-President (Administration) Report # 2 

DATE: Sunday October 2, 2011 
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Sustainability Initiatives 
I have received very positive feedback regarding the policy on Plastic Bottle Free. I am now 
working to provide resources, support and plan with services for how to implement the policy 
comfortably. I continue to be an active member on the McMaster Sustainability Steering 
Committee and the MSU representative for meetings of Sustainability Ambassadors. Projects 
currently being towards include composting in the MSU Main Office, participation in Campus 
Sustainability Day and planning for this year’s Residence-Wide Energy Challenge. 
 
Student Relations Committee (SRC) 
I have the privilege of being a member of this committee, which is sponsored by the McMaster 
Alumni Association, and aims to foster pride in McMaster students by hosting a variety of events 
throughout the year. Members of the SRC include representation from the MSU, the GSA, the 
Inter-Residence Council, Athletics & Recreation, the Student Academic Council, First Year 
Council and students at large. Recent events hosted by this committee include the Student 
Leader Dinner held on Wednesday September 28th and the Homecoming Carnival on Thursday 
September 29th.  
 
MSU Anti-Oppression Campaign 
Riaz Sayani-Mulji, the QSCC Coordinator, a Diversity Services Exec member and I have been 
planning the second phase of this year’s Anti-Oppression Campaign targeting homophobia and 
transphobia. A day of awareness will be held on Tuesday October 11th, to coincide with National 
Coming Out Day. We are currently recruiting volunteers who are interested in helping out with 
the campaign. There will be a general meeting for all volunteers held on Wednesday October 5th 
in the MSU office, and if you’d like to get involved please email me. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report. I would be happy to talk further if you have any 
questions or comments about the initiatives I am taking part in. 
 
 
Yours, 
 
 
Katie Ferguson 
Vice-President (Administration) 
McMaster Students Union 
vpadmin@msu.mcmaster.ca 
905 525 9140 ext. 23250 
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