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UPDATE 

 

 The beginning of the semester has been busy for the EFRT, with Emergency 

Medical Responder training being completed for the eleven new members of the team, as 

well as the monthly team training. Soph responders will also travel to Toronto to 

complete training with Toronto EMS required by the medical director. Enrollment in 

Standard First Aid courses have continued to be high, with two extra courses being added 

to the schedule. As expected, call volume has dropped since the beginning of the 

academic year, but is increased compared to last year.    

 

SERVICE USAGE  

 

 Since the beginning of the school year, the EFRT has recived 378 calls in total. 

The EFRT has been able to divert 300 of these calls from Hamilton EMS, while 65 have 

been sent to the hospital via ambulance, and 13 sent to the McMaster University Medical 

Centre via Security Services. The majority of these calls have been musculoskeletal or 

soft tissue, and have had a response time of less than 3 minutes. This is an increase in 

number of calls from last year at this time.  

  

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

The EFRT has successfully completed the Emergency Medical Responder 

training for the eleven new members of the team, as they completed the final weekend of 

training on the second weekend in January. The January team training, focusing on 

musculoskeletal injuries, head injuries, and concussion, was also successful, with several 

alumni responders returning to evaluate practical skills and a soph responder stepping up 

to teach the training.  

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
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On the weekend of Jan. 18
th

 and 19
th

, soph responders are traveling to Toronto for 

a training with Toronto EMS. This will result in a certification in International Trauma 

and Life Support, required by the medical director. Responders have been studying and 

practising hard for this in the past several weeks. Planning has also begun for conferences 

in February, where we plan to have teams compete against other campus response teams 

from Canada and the United States, as well as attend informative lectures.  

 

BUDGET  

 

Due to a greater number of responders attending the ITLS training in Toronto this 

year, the training budget may not be enough to cover the costs. This occurs when there 

are more volunteers in their fourth year on the team, as they have to get recertified. 

However, I anticipate that there will be enough money left from the team uniforms 

budget to cover most of the extra costs.  

  

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

 

 Early in the semester an individual broke into the EFRT office. Fortunately, 

<$100 of First Aid supplies were stolen, and the items have been returned. The lock to 

the door has been changed, and the door code was updated. One potential future idea to 

further increase the security of the office would be to get scan cards instead of a  

numbered door code, especially due to the confidential nature of our medical documents 

and the high expense of some of our supplies.   

 

SUCCESSES  

 

The EFRT first aid courses have seen an increased revenue of $6400 when 

compared to last year. Courses have already been filling up in second semester, causing 

two extra courses to be added to the schedule. Increased enrollment could be due to the 

addition of new CPR manikins and a powerpoint presentation of the material. Responders 

also participated in Clubsfest during Frost Week, increasing the knowledge about our 

service. 

 

 


