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UPDATE  

The QSCC has just finished hosting our most successful MacPride in our history, and we 

are looking to continue the momentum to close off the semester. 

 

SERVICE USAGE  

During our open hours, we have been busy, with most seats in the Centre being occupied 

in the afternoons. We have also had more library usage this semester than in past years.  

 

During MacPride, we had excellent attendance at all of our events, with the following 

events having particularly notable attendance. Our Queer Speeding Date event attracted 

45 participants, most being new to the Centre. The MacPride march had its biggest and 

loudest year, with the Maroons and Marauders joining a crowd exceeding 200 

participants, up approximately 30% from last year. Our Drag show, normally attracting 

around 40-50 participants, hosted over 100 people, with many people being new to 

Centre events.  

 

We also held our first ever Ally Training, which was completely booked within a few 

days of it being announced.  

 

Regarding social media, we had 6,500 people see the MacPride event on Facebook, we 

have gained 82 Twitter followers since Welcome Week (total 482), 311 people joined the 

MacPride Event on Facebook, and we have gained 24 Facebook likes on our page. Our 

Facebook group has gained another 20 members, bringing us up to 356.  

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

Prior to MacPride, we have hosted successful events such as Gayzer Tag and our Rocky 

Horror Picture Show screening, both in October. We also had a successful second 

meeting of our book club, Between the Lines.  

 

We were a partner in HRES’ We Should Know Each Other event, meant to bring queer 

students, faculty, and staff together, and potentially establish a trans* social group and a 

queer faculty and staff group. We also hosted a well-received discussion at the SWELL 

on the intersections of queerness and mental health during Mental Illness Awareness 

Week.  
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Our MacPride events included: Queer Crafts, Drag 101, Queer Speed Dating, Pride 

March and Rally, Movie Night with Student Wellness Centre, Ally Training, Movie 

Night with Steel Cut Queer, Asexual Board Game Social, Gender Roles Discussion with 

Student Wellness, Drag Show, and a performance by S. Bear Bergman.  

 

We also raised around $800 for The Well’s Name-Change fund, supporting trans* folks 

seeking name and gender changes on government documentation. We’ve also been able 

to strengthen our connections to The Well throughout the week, and we look forward to 

working with them on future events and collaborations. 

 

All MacPride events (aside from the Steel Cut Queer Movie night) were organized by the 

QSCC executives and coordinator.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

In the aftermath of MacPride, we plan to take advantage of our momentum through our 

newcomers meetings and book club. We are also planning to host our annual Mario Cart 

tournament, a DDR games night, and board game nights.  

 

Next semester, we would like to repeat some of our successful events of this semester, 

such as a form of our Speed Dating event, and have more mental health discussions.  

 

BUDGET  

To successfully expand MacPride, we have spent much more than past years. This will 

mean we will have to be careful about future expenditures, but with the reduction of costs 

for our spring mixer, we believe our budget will be balanced. 

 

However, for a service with daily interaction with students, serving around 30-40 a day, 

we need greater funding in the future to be able to adequately serve our day-to-day needs 

in addition to campus-wide initiatives such as MacPride.  

 

The QSCC is in the bottom four lowest-funded services, with the other three being 

committees (TAC, PAC, and FYC). To maintain and grow the service in its current 

direction, the funding needs to be on par with services such as SHEC and PSL, who 

similarly directly support students on a day to day basis, while also running campus-wide 

campaigns.  

 

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

MacPride was extremely taxing on myself, as the coordinator of the Centre. At this point, 

it’s become too big for just one PTM to handle. In speaking with other campus partners, 

we believe having a MacPride planning committee is essential in growing the celebration, 

as well as lessening the burden on the QSCC PTM.  

 

SUCCESSES   

MacPride has been more successful than ever, and I have never seen so many allies come 

out to every MacPride event. Queer students, staff, faculty, and allies alike from all areas 

of campus and the greater community have been sending us messages and kind words 

thanking us for putting on the events, and the queer community at Mac has never been so 

cohesive, involved, and present.  


