
   
 
Dear Executive Board: 

 

This proposal is a request for a capital expenditure of $2779.80 to purchase a Nonin SpO2/BP 

monitor along with accessories as shown below: 

Product Price 

Nonin 2120 NIBP/SpO2 Monitor $2195.00 

Carrying Case $125.00 

Adult Blood Pressure Cuff $70.00 

Pediatric Blood Pressure Cuff $70.00 

Total $2460.00 

Total with taxes $2779.80 

 

Our current SpO2 monitor has been in service for more than 5 years and has recently stopped 

functioning. At this time we are using small fingertip devices that have limited accuracy and quality. 

Rather than replacing our current SpO2 monitor with a similar model (with a cost of over $1000), we 

would like to purchase a machine with added capabilities that will serve to increase the already 

excellent level of care that the EFRT provides. 

 

The proposed device not only has the ability to measure a patient’s blood oxygen saturation 

(SpO2), but can also take automatic blood pressures. These vital signs both play a significant role in the 

decision making process at calls, such as deciding on the necessity of medication administration or 

ambulance transport for patients. With the added capability of automatic blood pressures, responders 

will be able to spend more time on critical decisions at these serious calls (approximately 24% of the 

calls in the 2012-2013 academic year), all while keeping them constantly updated with the patient's vital 

signs. Another benefit of this device is that it will enable responders to take automatic blood pressures 

in environments that would not allow for a manual blood pressure to be taken, such as in loud gyms or 

on windy days. Additionally, responders may be dispatched to two emergencies simultaneously. 

Normally the senior responder will end up alone at one of the calls, while the other responders go to the 

other. With the proposed device, the senior responder would be able to obtain sets of important vitals 

while still maintaining communication with the patient, something that is important for our quality of 

care and is difficult to do with our current equipment. 

 

Not only would this device improve the EFRT’s quality of care, but we also believe that this 

device will last well past its 5 year depreciation cycle. The EFRT has been using Nonin’s products for 

quite some time and has noticed that other brands of SpO2 monitors have been less accurate and of 



   
 
lower quality. Recently, I and several of the EFRT executive have had the opportunity to test out the 

Nonin 2120 and were pleased with the excellent quality and accuracy of the device.  

 

Throughout the search for a new SpO2/BP monitor, other models from several brands and 

companies were looked at. The chart below outlines the other devices and the reasons why they do not 

fit our current need for a new device. 

 

Product Name Price (tax included, 
shipping not included) 

Comparisons to 2120 

EDAN M3 $2617.1  Not as portable as Nonin 2120 
o M3 is 3 kg, 2120 is 1.3 kg 
o M3 is about 1.5 times the size of 

2120 

 M3 has unnecessary features and data 

General Findings N/A  Other devices are of lower quality than 
2120, and we have been advised by 
medical director and alumni to not 
purchase a cheap device, as accuracy will 
not be adequate 

 Some devices do not have Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA) approval 

 Many devices are designed for use in 
hospitals and are not portable and durable 
enough to be carried around in back packs 

 

In conclusion, we strongly believe that the purchase of the Nonin 2120 SpO2/BP monitor will 

dramatically increase the level of the EFRT's patient care and will allow us to maintain these standards in 

a broader range of situations that have presented difficulty in the past. We also believe that the 

purchase of this device will result in long term savings due to the high reliability and build quality that 

the EFRT has experienced with Nonin’s products and with the 2120 itself. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

 

Laura Fox 

Program Director MSU Emergency First Response Team 

 


