
AGENDA - SRA 04C
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Sunday April 18, 2004, 6:30pm 
Council Chambers, Gilmour ITall Room 111

PROCEDURE

Call to Order, Call of the Roll, Adoption of the Agenda, Adoption of Minutes, Delegations from 
the Floor, Information Period, Question Period, Business Arising from the Minutes, Committee 
Business, Business, Unfinished Business, New Business, Time of Next Meeting, Adjournment, 
Call of the Roll.

DELEGATIONS FROM THE FLOOR

• CASA -  James Kusie 

BUSINESS

1. HSR Bus Pass Fee Increase
2. Repealing Bylaws
3. CASA Membership
4. Election of SRA members to Standing Committees

- Bylaws & Procedures (4)
- External Affairs (4)
- Finance (4)
- Operations (4)
- Services (4)
- University Affairs (4)

5. Election of SRA members to other Committees
- Al 1-Ages Monitoring Committee (1)
- Bookstore Board (2)
- Campus Events (2)
- Clubs Executive Council (2)
- Emergency First Response Team Advisory Board (1)
- MACgreen Advisory Committee (2)
- Marmor Editorial Advisory Board (1)
- Maroons Society (3)
- MUSC Board of Management (1)
- Silhouette Board of Publication (1)
- Student Community Support Network Advisory Cte. (1)
- Student Health Education Centre Advisory Cte. (1)
- SWHAT Advisory Committee (1)
- Teaching Awards Committee (3)
- Welcome Week Cup Award (1)

6. Election of MSU (non-SRA) members to Committees
- Child Care Centre Advisory (2 -  either MSU or SRA)
- Clubs Executive Council (1)
- Election Committee (3 MSU [non-SRA])

Boney
Aylward-Nally
Lannan



- Maroons Society (minimum 4)
- MSU Shinerama Committee (3)
- Teaching Awards Committee (minimum 7)
- Welcome Week Cup Award Selection Committee (1)

MOTIONS

1. Moved by Boney, seconded by Lannan that the SRA approves a fee increase of $3.25 to be 
applied to the Bus Pass Fee for the 2004/2005 academic year so that the charge to students 
this Fall will be $68.25 instead of $65.00.

2. Moved by Aylward-Nally, seconded by Boney that the SRA repeal Bylaws 8/A, 8/B, 8/C, 
8/D, 8/E, 8/F, 8/H, 8/J, 8/K.

3. Moved by Lannan, seconded b y  ______ that the MSU resume full membership in the
Canadian Alliance of Students Association (CASA) effective May 1st, 2004.

3. Moved b y _______ , seconded b y _______ that the SRA close nominations for SRA
Members on Standing Committees.

4. Moved b y _______ , seconded b y _______ that the SRA close nominations for SRA
Members on Other Committees.

5. Moved b y ________ , seconded by   that the SRA close nominations for MSU
(non-SRA) members on Committees.



Student Representative Assembly -  SRA 04C 
Sunday April 18, 2004 @ 1:30pm 

Council Chambers, Gilmour Hall, Room 111

Call to Order @ 1:50pm

Call of the Roll 
Present

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present

Speaker

Aylward-Nally, Bateman, Boney, Brown, Dinath, Du, Dyason, Erickson,
Grenier, Jones, Kherani, Klein, Lannan, Minard, Mohan, Moran. Murray, 
O'Neill, Osbome, Pahulje, Patel. Piribauer, Robinson, Somers, Sumner, Takawy, 
Wong
Hundal, Qureshy, Raina, Vanini 
Baldeo, Patel (Bhavik)
Marcelle, Ott
Tyler Chalk, Dave Ford (CASA Regional Director), Kevin Gamble, Umair Khan 
(VP-Finance-Elect), James Kusie (CASA National Director), Sam Minniti 
(UPC). David Moore (MAPS - MSUAA), Asad Moten, Maureene Ninham 
(CRO), Kim Steele (CASA), Toby White (CASA)
Dauphinee

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Moved by Boney, seconded by Osborne to adopt the agenda as amended.

Amendments

• Business # 4 to 6 moved to Business Arising #1 to 3
• Strike item of Business # 1 -  HSR Bus Pass
• Move item of Business # 3 to item of Business # 1

Moved by Lannan, seconded by Osborne to amend the agenda to move Business Arising, 
Information, and Question Period to after Business.

• Lannan -  suggesting this change as a courtesy to the representatives of CASA.
• O'Neill -  appreciates the spirit of the motion but there is more important internal 

business which must be completed at this meeting and can recall that the CASA 
discussion was lengthy last year

In favor: 7 Opposed: 12 Abstain: 5 
Abstain: Du, Kherani, Klein, Pahulje, Takawy 

Motion Fails

Moved by Lamian, seconded by Grenier to amend the agenda to move Information Period and 
Question Period to after Business.

Motion to Amend Carried by General Consent

Motion to Adopt Carried by General Consent
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Moved by Bateman, seconded by Somers that the minutes be deferred to the next SRA meeting.

• Speaker -  minutes of the last meeting have not been circulated.

Carried by General Consent 

DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR

1. Canadian Alliance of Student Associations (CASA) -  James Kusie

• Kusie -  introduced himself as the National Director, presented an overview on the 
history, policy, and strategic priorities of CASA. CASA concentrates its resources on 
University student issues, branding its approach as Real Solutions for Real Results. 
McMaster students have directly and substantially benefited from funding enhancements 
for which CASA has been a key lobbying voice:

o Indirect costs of research -  one-time funding in 2001 was made permanent in the 
2002 budget;

o Increased student access to debt reduction and debt repayment programs; 
o Increase to the in-year earning exemption from $600-$ 1,700; 
o An exemption of up to $1,800 for merit scholarships; 
o Adjustments to the CSLP parental contribution calculation; 
o An increase in loan limits, though this is a double-edged sword in terms of its 

impact on student debt.
• Kusie -  in October, CASA met with the deputy ministers of Finance and HRDC, as well 

as the Director General of the CSLP. Student leaders have little chance of influencing 
key policies if they do not have access to such key senior decision-makers in the public 
service. A federal election will almost certainly take place in 2004, possibly within 
weeks. CASA has a campaign strategy ready to rollout. CASA’s national petition 
calling for dedicated transfers contained 45,000 signatures and was presented to 
Parliament the day after the federal budget. Federal and Provincial policies on to higher 
education are interlocking. CASA has an office and four staff minutes from Parliament 
Hill. McMaster has received millions of dollars in funding for indirect costs of research, 
freeing up institutional resources for other priorities. When the Canadian Millennium 
Scholarship Foundation was announced, the grants were to be awarded on a ratio of 19:1 
-  grades being the principle criteria, not needed. The proportions were reversed, thanks 
in part to CASA lobbying. McMaster is one of the 15 medical/doctoral institutions 
identified in the Maclean’s rankings. 11 of the 15 are members of the National Student 
Advocacy Organization. 9 of those 11 are members of CASA. The administrations of 
the Universities do not have the same interests as students; they will be seeking research 
and overhead funding, not student aid and undergraduate education quality as their 
greatest priorities.

• Kusie -  introduced Kim Steel (Policy & Research Officer), Toby White (Government 
Relations Officer), and Dave Ford (CASA Regional Director).

• Ford -  encouraged the Assembly to reassert an MSU leadership role in national and 
provincial student advocacy. He noted that the MSU recognizes the need for provincial 
advocacy through its participation as a member of OUSA but counseled the SRA to 
remember that higher education issues also have an important federal dimension.
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o University budgets are very much affected by the scope and conditions
associated with federal transfers to the provinces, as well as funding through the 
federal research councils, 

o Access to senior decision-makers is a key issue. CASA met with then-Liberal 
leader presumptive Paul Martin in November, 

o No organization is perfect, but the way to effect positive change is to do it from 
within -  with the influence of a member who is ‘at the table.’ CASA needs the 
MSU at that table and, more importantly, MSU members need the MSU at the 
table.

Kusie -  pointed to the adoption of last month’s CASA conference of a 5-year strategic 
plan as a significant milestone for the organization in consensus decision-making. He 
noted that part of the plan involves hiring a Member Relations Officer to support building 
better awareness of CASA and education issues on member campuses. Thanked Mohan, 
Lannan, and Robinson for making time to meet with him to discuss CASA.
Boney -  inquired about CASA’s efforts to secure a dedicated transfer of federal funding 
(i.e. requiring provinces to pass the funding enhancements on rather than using them for 
other purposes or making corresponding reductions in provincial funding to higher 
education).
Kusie -  the mechanics of getting legislation in this regard would be very difficult, in part 
because of the number of provincial players involved in the negotiations. As a sign of 
progress, he noted that even student groups in Quebec are now calling for dedicated 
transfers. Indexing of base level grants is also a priority to protect the purchasing power 
of existing funding levels.
Steele -  CASA’s lobbying efforts in this regard are based on two policies adopted by the 
membership. One calls for a dedicated transfer and the other seeks a pan-Canadian 
accord on higher education.
Robinson -  could the difference between full and associate membership be explained to 
the Assembly?
Kusie -  explained:

o Full membership -  full participation rights, including the right to vote at
conferences. Full membership fee; 

o Associate Membership (existing members) -  full participation rights; however,
no vote at conferences. 75% of full membership fee. This class of membership 
is extended for one year to provide a member association with an opportunity to 
review their membership at a reduced costs, while still having participation 
rights;

o Associate Membership (non-aligned student associations) -  full participation
rights; however, no vote at conferences. 50% of full membership fee; 

o Provisional Membership (non-aligned student associations) -  full participation
rights (materials, conference calls, etc), pending consideration at the next 
conference of the student association’s application for Associate Membership.
No membership fee until Associate membership is approved.

Mohan -  thanked the CASA representatives for attending the SRA meeting. He noted 
that the University of Manitoba had recently hosted a National Forum on Post-Secondary 
Education and asked how CASA would be responding to the policy priorities arising 
from the Forum.
Kusie -  noted that while he was VP-Education at the University of Manitoba, he was one 
of the people who developed the concept of the National Forum. It was designed as a 
summit late in the academic year that would draw together stakeholders -  particularly 
student leaders -  when they are at the peak of their effectiveness. He added that the
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policy priorities coming out of the Forum overlay well with the discussions at the CASA 
table, including the recently adopted strategic plan.
Steele -  the March CASA conference approved a refinement in policy approach to seek 
grants for new enhancements to student aid funding, rather than increased loan ceilings 
that would exacerbate student debt levels.
Lannan -  asked for a comment on CASA’s response to the concerns identified by Adam 
Spence in his report to the SRA in April 2003.
Kusie -  there were three broad themes in the concerns:

o Communication -  CASA has increased communications at a national and
regional level, in part through more frequent committee meetings and conference 
calls. Awareness of CASA, OUSA, and even local student associations at the 
grass roots student level is a continuing challenge at all campuses. The local VP- 
Education (or equivalent) is responsible for leading an information/awareness 
process. The Member Relations Officer element of CASA’s strategic plan has 
been developed to provide support to student leaders at member associations in 
this regard;

o Financial Management -  the $15,000 deficit resulting from an unbudgeted 
external review has been eliminated and a modest surplus posted for the current 
year. CASA’s financial planning and reporting is transparent; 

o External Review Process -  the work done by Spence on the internal review of 
CASA was not a wasted effort; it has become an element in the 5-year strategic 
plan adopted by the membership last month.

Kusie -  as a student organization, CASA endeavors to provide its entire key documents 
in both official languages. CASA encourages its members to be rigorous in their 
participation in the organization; identifying challenges and working together to address 
them is how an organization avoid stagnation.
Piribauer -  much has been said about the lobbying aspect of CASA’s work, but he was 
interested to know about broader approaches: alternate revenue sources, retention of 
graduate students given impending faculty retirements, and potential privatization of 
higher education.
Kusie -  explained;

o Alternate Revenue Sources -  is often a euphemism for corporate funding. This 
raises concern about the degree to which funding would be directing research; 

o Faculty Renewal -  given that 23-35,000 faculties are in the process of retiring in
this decade, recruitment and retention of undergrads into graduate programs and 
then faculty positions is a major issue. Short-term funding decisions by 
government, however; make long-term planning difficult for both students and 
institutions;

o Privatization - this raises concerns about the impact of a two-tier system.
Somers -  asked for clarification around the mechanics of provisional membership in
CASA, and its relationship to associate membership.
Kusie -  explained that full and associate membership in CASA might only be approved 
by the membership at a conference. If a student association determines it is interested in 
pursuing these classes of membership in between conferences, the CASA Board of 
Directors may approve “provisional” membership -  pending consideration of the 
association’s application for associate or full membership at the next conference. He 
added that the MSU remains a full member through the end of CASA’s fiscal year (April 
30) and during that time it would be eligible for the associate member class designed for 
student associations that wish to review their membership.
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Erickson -  one of the major themes in CASA’s presentation was representation. She 
commented that effectiveness is similarly important; inviting Kusie to further comment 
on what CASA has done over the last year to respond to member concerns at this point. 
Kusie -  a member-driven organization such as CASA is only as strong as the 
participation of its member student associations. If representatives are not participating, 
then the students are not getting value by having their representatives at the table. He 
added that getting a room full of student Presidents and Vice-Presidents together to 
hammer out policy and achieve consensus on a strategic plan is evidence of maturation 
and progress in CASA’s governance. He pointed to the increased frequency of 
committee meetings and conference calls, more efficient use of time, and the new 
strategic plan is evidence of effective response to organizational development needs.
Ford -  not all decisions would be arrived at by consensus. All proposals are given a full 
hearing, but at the end of the day, CASA is a democratic organization and a majority 
determines policy and priorities.
Steele -  grass roots research, including policy roundtables, are one of the elements 
planned to keep policy development grounded and relevant to students on member 
campuses.
Piribauer -  one of the MSU’s strengths is that it is internally focused. One of the 
elements he is seeking in an affiliate is complementary contact on such issues as 
benchmarking in other countries.
Kusie -  it is difficult to make direct comparisons when so many countries have very 
different approaches to the funding of higher education:

o India and Ireland, as examples, fund such that there are no tuition fees; 
o CASA has contacts with the national student union in the United Kingdom. The 

UK has introduced deregulation and CASA has been consulted regarding the 
Canadian experience.

Steele -  CASA has OECD contacts through a CMEC working group. She added that 
CASA is the only student group to be consulted regarding GATS and the potential impact 
of higher education being added to trade regulation models governed by international 
trade agreements.
Lannan -  the spirit of the SRA motion approved last April constrained the MSU’s 
participation in CASA this year. He attended 4 of the 6 days of the March 2004 CASA 
conference and has been in regular contact with the CASA head office and the Regional 
Director.
Bateman -  asked for a comment about CASA’s voting model (one member association = 
one vote) and whether this was equitable given the large difference in the size of the 
student populations CASA member institutions represent.
Kusie -  the board and conference sessions take proposals from all member associations 
very seriously. This year’s National Director tour to all member campuses to make 
presentations to councils and do media interviews was part of CASA’s commitment to 
serving all its members.
Steele -  added that CASA takes pride in the diversity of voices around the table, both in 
terms of regional representation and the size/scope of Universities.
Aylward-Nally -  questioned whether a motion to consider Associate Membership was in 
order since the MSU withdrew from OUSA effective April 1.
Kusie -  the membership withdrawal takes effect at the end of the 2003-2004 year; the 
end of CASA’s fiscal year is April 30.
Kherani -  asked about the indexing of fees cited in the strategic plan.
Kusie -  that indexing has been introduced, as it has been at many student associations 
including McMaster, in recognition of the need for revenue to retain its value in real



SRA 04C- April 18/04
Page 6

terms. CASA is considering moving to a per student structure for its membership fees, 
rather than the existing blended model that places a cap on fees payable by student 
associations with very large membership bases (i.e. UBC, Western).

• Lannan -  thank you, on behalf of the SRA, for the presentation by representatives of 
CASA’s head office.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1. Election of SRA members to Standing Committees

Bylaws & Procedures Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED & ACCLAIMED: Aylward-Nally, Kherani, Marcelle, Vanini

• Boney -  concerned about the workload some members are assuming by seeking seats on 
several committees. He encourages all members of the SRA to compete for seats on 
committees that interested them.

Moved by Mohan, seconded by Grenier to close nominations and ratify Aylward-Nally, Kherani, 
Marcelle, and Vanini for SRA seats on the Bylaws & Procedures Committee.

In favor: 24 Opposed: 0 Abstain: 3 
Abstain: Aylward-Nally, Bateman, Kherani 

Motion Passes

External Affairs Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED: Bateman, Erickson, Grenier (withdrew), Hundal, Murray, Patel (Barkha)

• Mohan -  reminded the SRA that members might be elected if they are absent.
• Boney -  restated his concern about members assuming workload by seeking several seats 

on several committees.
• Erickson -  suggested this could be addressed in the context of the Question and Answer 

period in the election.

Moved by Sumner, seconded by Minard that the SRA close nominations for SRA seats on the 
External Affairs Committee.

Carried by General Consent

Moved by Sumner, seconded by Mohan that each candidate be given 1 minute for opening 
remarks, 1-minute responses, with a total of 10 minutes for questions/debate, and 30 second 
closing statements.

Carried by General Consent

• Candidates spoke in allotted time and the Assembly went into secret ballot vote.
• The Speaker announced that Bateman, Erickson, Murray, and Patel (Barkha) were the 

successful candidates.



Moved by Mohan, seconded by Piribauer that the SRA ratify Bateman, Erickson, Murray, and 
Patel (Barkha) for the SRA seats on the External Affairs Committee.

Carried by General Consent

Finance Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED & ACCLAIMED: Dinath (withdrew), Du, Patel (Bhavik), Qureshy, Wong

Moved by Minard, seconded by Kherani that the SRA close nominations and ratify Du, Patel 
(Bhavik), Qureshy, and Wong for SRA seats on the Finance Committee.

Carried by General Consent

Operations Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED & ACCLAIMED: Brown, Dinath, Osbome, Takawy

Moved by Raina, seconded by Du that the SRA close nominations and ratify Brown, Dinath, 
Osbome, and Takawy for SRA seats on the Operations Committee.

Carried by General Consent

Services Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED: Brown, Erickson (withdrew), Minard, Osbome, Pahulje, and Sumner

Moved by Mohan, seconded by Qureshy that the SRA close nominations for SRA seats on the 
Services Committee.

Carried by General Consent

• Candidates spoke in the allotted time and the Assembly went into secret ballot vote.
• The Speaker announced that Brown, Minard, Pahulje, and Sumner were the successful 

candidates.

University Affairs Committee (4 SRA)

NOMINATED: Aylward-Nally, Grenier, Jones, Klein, Minard (withdrew), Ott (withdrew), and 
Moran

Moved by Qureshy, seconded by Patel to close nominations for SRA seats on the University 
Affairs Committee.

Carried by General Consent

• The Speaker announced Aylward-Nally, Grenier, Jones, and Klein as the successful 
candidates.

Moved by Somers, seconded by Patel that the SRA destroy all ballots, thereby ratifying all 
members elected or acclaimed to SRA seats on Standing Committees.
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Carried by General Consent 

Moved by Mohan, seconded by Grenier to recess for 15 minutes.

Carried by General Consent

Recessed @ 6:10pm 

Call to Order @ 6:25pm
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Call of the Roll 
Present

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present

Speaker

Aylward-Nally, Bateman, Boney, Brown, Du, Dyason, Erickson, Grenier, Jones, 
Kherani, Klein, Lannan, Marcelle, Minard, Mohan, Moran, Murray, O’Neill, Ott, 
Pahulje, Patel (Barkha), Piribauer, Qureshy, Raina, Robinson, Somers, Sumner, 
Takawy, Wong 
Hundal
Baldeo, Dinath, Osborne, Patel (Bhavik), Vanini

Tyler Chalk, Dave Ford (CASA), Kevin Gamble, Umair Khan (VP-Finance- 
Elect), James Kusie (CASA), Sam Minniti (UPC), David Moore (MAPS - 
MSUAA), Kim Steele (CASA), Toby White (CASA), Christine Cole (Recording 
Secretary)
Dauphinee

Election of SRA members to Other Committees2

Moved by Boney, seconded by Pahulje to defer all committee elections except for:
Campus Events Advisory (2 SRA)

Maroons Society (3 SRA)
MUSC Board of Management (1 SRA)

Silhouette Board of Publication (1 SRA)
SCSN (1 SRA)

Welcome Week Cup Award (1 SRA)

Discussion

Boney -  these committees are likely to be active over the summer and should have their 
members elected today. He noted that all other seats will remain open and the SRA will 
have the option to complete the elections at the summer meeting or in September.
Kherani -  all committees are important and the SRA cannot be picking and choosing 
which to fill today.
Piribauer -  understands Boney’s rationale but he also favored filling the full panel of 
seats today. Many part-time managers are available during the summer and this would be 
a good time for them to meet with their committees.
Robinson -  supports the motion because there are some SRA members absent and 
leaving seats open will provide the opportunity for members to get involved in 
committees at a later date.
Lannan -  in favor. It is important to fill these particular seats today. In view of the long 
agenda remaining, the balance of seats can wait. Many of these seats have not been filled 
until September in past years.
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Moved by Somers, seconded by Lannan to call to question.

In favor: 22 Opposed: 3 Abstain: 2 
Abstain: Brown, Takawy 

Motion Passes

NOMINATED & ACCLAIMED:

Campus Events Advisory -  Moran, Qureshy 
Maroons Society -  Brown, Pahulje, Raina 
SCSN Advisory -  Kherani 
Welcome Week Cup Award -  Raina

NOMINATED:

MUSC Board of Management -  Kherani, Piribauer 
Silhouette Board of Publication -  Minard, Moran, Ott

Moved by Mohan, seconded by Lannan to close nominations for SRA seats on Campus Events 
Advisory, Maroons Society, SCSN Advisory, Welcome Week Cup Award, MSU Board of 
Management, and Silhouette Board of Publication.

Carried by General Consent

MUSC Board of Management 

ELECTED: Piribauer 

Silhouette Board of Publication 

ELECTED: Ott

Moved by Somers, seconded by Mohan that the SRA destroy the ballots, thereby ratifying all 
members elected or acclaimed to SRA seats on Other Committees.

Carried by General Consent

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

• None

BUSINESS

2. CASA Membership

Moved by Lannan, seconded by Boney that the MSU resume full membership in the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Associations (CASA) effective May 1st, 2004.

Amendment



Moved by Lannan, seconded by Boney that the MSU undertake associate membership in the
Canadian Alliance of Student Associations (CASA) effective May 1st, 2004.

Discussion

• Lannan -  the interlocked nature of federal and provincial policies in the funding of higher 
education institutions and student aid makes representation important at both Queen’s 
Park and the federal level. Legitimate concerns have been raised about CASA in the 
past. The organization has made significant progress in addressing these issues and I am 
confident about the prospects for continued improvement. As the MSU prepares for a 
federal election, now is not the time to reduce MSU members’ representation at the 
national level. The MSU has a long and proud history of leadership at the national and 
provincial level in student advocacy. Notwithstanding decisions made by previous 
SRAs, it is up to this Assembly to chart the MSU’s course for 2004-2005. He 
acknowledges the concerns of some members, particularly new members, to the amount 
of information provided; this is a problem inherent in the cyclical nature of highly 
transient student leadership in Universities. The SRA is representative democracy, not 
direct democracy; there is a need for trust in the informed recommendations being 
brought forward by the MSU leaders responsible for this portfolio. CASA is not alone in 
experiencing organizational problems in the past. OUSA has also experienced rough 
patches, but the MSU did not withdraw from membership; we worked with other member 
schools to address those issues.

• Boney -  the contrasts in style between CASA (smaller, pragmatic, narrow focus) and the 
Canadian Federation of Students (CFS; more schools, students, money, perception of 
greater militancy, broader mandate). The MSU has just re-established its External 
Affairs committee. It should be allowed to do its work. The SRA should not be relying 
on the assessment of one person. In asking a new SRA to make a major decision early in 
its term, the same thing is being done with this motion that some people criticized last 
year. The SRA should trust the expertise of those who came before them. There is also 
an ethical consideration: the MSU could belong to one of CFS or CASA, or it could 
remain unaligned and still benefit from the successes of student advocacy groups.

• Dyason -  concerns with the motion being brought to the SRA at this time. As a new 
member, I do not feel that there is sufficient information. Moreover, I do not believe in 
relying on that the word of one person was properly representing the interests of her 
constituents.

• Robinson -  believes there has been tangible progress by CASA in addressing MSU 
concerns over the course of the last 12 months. CASA now has a 5-year strategic plan, 
something that the MSU does not have. The MSU needs a seat at the table for its 
member’s interests to be properly represented and to make a proper assessment of 
CASA’s strengths and weaknesses. With a federal election on the horizon, CASA’s 
support will be valuable in assisting the MSU with its campaign and CASA is best 
positioned to get national press. CASA isn’t perfect, but then neither is the MSU. The 
SRA has an obligation to ensure the representation of its members’ interests to the best of 
its ability.

• Aylward-Nally -  consider a Faculty society contemplating sending delegates to the MSU, 
paying $30,000 to do so and not having much to show students for it. It is true that the 
MSU has a long and proud history in national and provincial student organizations but 
there are structural elements that make national organizations problematic. It comes 
down to a question of value for money.
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Minniti -  Most of the MSU’s history in national and provincial student advocacy has 
been one of leadership, not taking our ball and going home; however, that is precisely 
what MSU delegates did after the first day of the March 2003 CASA conference when 
their preferred candidate did not win the post of National Director. The MSU needs to be 
at the table, whether it is as a full or an associate member, the Vice-President (Education) 
should be a full participant in CASA in the coming year and bring regular reports back to 
the SRA.
Bateman -  understands Dyason’s position but I have consulted student leaders and 
believe that CASA has improved this year, but not enough. I will continue to support the 
SRA decision to step back from membership in a federal student organization for two- 
years and then re-evaluate options at that time. I am not comfortable with the proposed 
expenditure, even at 75% of the full membership fee for associate membership that is still 
more than $1.00 per student. CASA is not a bad organization but there needs to further 
progress before the MSU reconsiders its decision regarding membership.
Mohan -  There is a need for increased focus and awareness among McMaster students 
regarding external representation and CASA should be an element of this. The 
membership fees are funds well spent and attaching the MSU’s name to something it 
should want to be attached to. Would members be more comfortable discussing this at 
the next SRA meeting?
Wong -  the MSU does not do a good job of explaining student politics to its own 
members. Moreover, the MSU does not have the infrastructure to take on educating 
students during the federal election on its own. There is strength in numbers and 
encourage the SRA to accept the advice of the current and future Vice-Presidents. CASA 
is moving forward and the MSU should be moving forward as well.
Lannan -  understands the frustration of some new SRA members but it is ironic in the 
concern over $23,000 when the last SRA decided to pull out of CASA, pay full 
membership fees for 2003-2004 and not participate -  in effect, getting no value for fees 
paid.
Piribauer -  last year’s SRA was well aware that the failure to serve adequate notice 
would result in 2003-2004 CASA fees being paid by the MSU. The non-participation 
decision this year was taken with a view to not spending additional funds on conferences. 
I am thoroughly impressed with CASA’s presentation today; the organization seems well 
on its way to addressing the concerns that have been raised in the past. Concerned with 
the message that might be sent if the SRA reverses itself now, rather than continuing with 
last year’s SRA decision to step away from national student organizations for some time. 
Erickson -  suggesting that $30,000 is a great deal of money to pay without getting a vote. 
It would be better to have the choice to be full membership or nothing.
Boney -  the future has its basis in the past and the MUSC is a prime example of years of 
work by student leaders being required to get results. He has no problem in lobbying and 
acknowledges that being part of a larger organization helps, but is not convinced that the 
MSU needs to be a part of a larger organization to be effective in doing this.
Moore -  his observations are based on the involvement as a student leader at the national 
and provincial level off and on for nearly 20 years. Among his roles, he has served as 
national deputy chair of CFS and as treasurer of OUSA. Provincial and national 
organizations have ebbs and flows in their effectiveness just as student unions at 
individual universities do. If, after a year or two away from the table, the SRA decides to 
consider affiliating with a federal student organization again, it will have to start the 
evaluation process from scratch. The only way to effectively evaluate the work of these 
organizations is as a member participating “at the table”. The SRA has a clear decision 
before it, but it should make that decision without kidding itself or its constituents that the
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MSU can ‘go it alone’ and have even proportional impact on internal issues for a year or 
two, it should be candid that it has made a decision to vacate the field in terms of federal 
policy advocacy.
Kusie -  the SRA has to consider the following:

o Typically 50% of the students have a student loan; half of those are at the 
maximum loan level. The average debt load on graduation is $22,000; 

o How difficult it is to take a student to a food bank, knowing that their financial 
situation is that serious; 

o CASA has won a series of tangible benefits in terms of student aid program 
improvements;

o Pulling away from the federal table sends a message to students that their debt 
load does not matter and that continued federal lobbying to improve their debt 
load situation is not a priority. Politicians will notice that McMaster is not at the 
table.

Minniti -  the MSU undertook full CASA membership in February 2001. A full 
assessment of CASA as it is evolving needs to be done; such an assessment cannot be 
done ‘on-line’ or at a distance. It is important for the MSU to be a full participant to 
make a full evaluation. MSU members deserve the best possible representation at the 
federal level on their behalf, and with the outgoing and incoming Vice-President 
(Education)’s ‘seeing eye-to-eye’ on the matter, this speaks to continuity in the 
contemporary context.
Lannan -  in an organization that changes its leadership on an annual basis, it is difficult 
to talk about multi-year on any issue. To do so ignores the possibility of a fresh approach 
based on changes in circumstances.
Robinson -  acknowledges that there have been well-founded concerns with CASA in the 
past, but note that there has been clear progress, pointing to Mackintosh and Spence’s 
concerns being reflected in the CASA Strategic Plan. The membership fee payable under 
Associate Membership would not be $30,000 as stated during the debate; it would be 
75% of that amount. CASA has demonstrated clear success in its advocacy work with 
the federal government that has resulted in tangible and significant benefits for students. 
CASA’s next conference is May 17-26 and will chart CASA’s course for the year ahead 
within the framework of the strategic plan. If the MSU is not there, its members will not 
have a voice. The MSU did itself by disservice by being full fee-paying members of 
CASA this year and not participating fully.
Aylward-Nally -  deferring this decision for a week will not provide the time necessary 
for a number of people to do the review required to properly inform a decision.
Lobbying is not a key activity during a federal election; it is something that comes into 
play in the wake of an election as a government gets into its mandate.
Sumner -  called for a straw vote on the motion.

In favor: 9 Opposed: 11 Abstain: 2 
Mohan -  the Assembly has two credible student leaders, the outgoing and incoming 
Vice-President (Education), coming forward with a recommendation to undertake 
Associate Membership for a year during which the MSU would evaluate CASA’s 
continuing evolution. Last year’s promise of withdrawal in April 2004 was neither a 
positive nor an effective message.
Kusie -  as a delegate representing a member association last year, I was shocked by the 
MSU’s sudden withdrawal. MSU delegates attended the first conference of the year and 
then only the first day of the second; indication was not given of the scope or seriousness 
of their concerns with CASA. In contrast, student associations that raised concerns 
during the course of the year gave the head office and other member schools an
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opportunity to work together and respond. CASA committees seek to operate on the 
basis of consensus. During an election, CASA’s ‘strength in numbers’ is as a pressure 
group. This is when advocacy groups have an opportunity to catch politicians’ off-guard 
in making public commitments.

• Somers -  observed that $30,000 is the funding the MSU provides to ten committees. The 
actual cost is probably closer to $40,000 once conference fees and travel costs are 
included. Last year, two Vice-Presidents’ recommended withdrawing from CASA 
membership. The SRA should stick with the decision made by the last Assembly.

• Ott -  as a member driven organization, CASA relies on its member associations to 
provide leadership in driving change. The MSU should make a best faith effort over the 
course of the next year to work with other CASA members to continue the improvement 
process. If that fails, then the MSU should not only leave but also lead the other schools 
out of CASA.

• Boney -  CASA has improved and CASA is not a bad organization; the question is 
whether there has been sufficient change. The straw poll indicates that a significant 
portion of the SRA is not prepared to resume membership in CASA at this time. Student 
leaders at other schools have sent emails saying that they share many of the same 
concerns with CASA that have been identified by the MSU.

• Lannan -  the SRA might benefit from a week to consider the points made today, consult 
members of the Executive as they deem helpful, have more precise numbers in terms of 
membership fee costs, and carefully consider this decision.

Moved by Lannan, seconded by Mohan to table the motion.

In favor: 14 Opposed: 8 Abstain: 1 
Noted Opposed: Bateman, Minard 

Motion Passes

2. Repealing Bylaws

Moved by Aylward-Nally, seconded by Boney that the SRA repeal Bylaws 8/A, 8/B, 8/C, 8/D,
8/E, 8/F, 8/H, 8/J, and 8/K.

Discussion

• Aylward-Nally -  this is a motion to complete the realignment of MSU Standing 
Committees approved by the 2003-2004 SRA in March 2004.

In favor: 25 Opposed: 0 Abstain: 0 
Carried Unanimously

INFORMATION PERIOD

• Speaker -  read out his ruling requiring that all committee chairs present verbal reports at 
the SRA in addition to a written report. Will send this out via email.

• Piribauer -  commend the Board of Directors who served as bartenders at the year-end 
staff party at Quarters. This was a good gesture of support for staff.



• Robinson -  the Clubs policy has been deferred so that the Clubs Executive Council could 
be consulted. Hoping that it will be ready for discussion at the next SRA meeting.

• Aylward-Nally -  the Executive Board held its inaugural meeting on Friday April 16. The 
major discussion was the 2004-2005 Annual Budget.

• Lannan -  the Toronto Maple Leafs and the Ottawa Senators are tied 1-1.
• Boney -  the Executive Board approved job descriptions for the House Leader and the 

Standing Committee Chairperson. The MSU is close to having a signed agreement with 
the University and Hamilton Police Services concerning the Community Policing Centre. 
Columbia College has dropped out of the discussions. The Sexual Harassment Policy is 
close to being finalized. The MSU’s legal counsel is awaiting clarification on some 
points from the University.

• Grenier -  next weekend is “Swap-o-rama”, apartment complexes are not included in this 
initiative.

• Somers -  the 2004-2005 Annual Budget as recommended by the Executive Board will be 
on the next SRA agenda. The MSU now has a Clubs Administrator and an Assistant 
Clubs Administrator to respond to the workload that was deemed too much for one 
person.

• Mohan -  there will be two SRA training weekends this summer; tentative dates: June 4-6, 
July 9-11. The first one will be on campus and the second will be held at Bark Lake.
The weekends will include skills development, teambuilding sessions, as well as a formal 
SRA meeting on each Sunday. MSU Part-Time Managers will attend the weekend at 
Bark Lake as well as additional training in early August.

• Ott -  SRA members who have not had their picture taken, they will be done next Sunday 
at the end of the meeting.

QUESTION PERIOD

• Erickson -  to Speaker -  will you send an email to the SRA drawing attention to the 
bylaw provisions concerning summer leaves of absence?

• Speaker -  he will send out an email with a deadline of May 31. Leaves of absence are 
for members who will not be available to attend summer meetings.

• Bateman -  why are SRA members asked not to do academic work during meeting buy 
the Board of Directors can monitor a hockey game on a laptop?

• Boney -  academic work requires continuous concentration whereas a member merely 
glancing occasionally at a screen where the score is posted does not.

• Robinson -  to Speaker -  concerning presentation of verbal reports, will they apply to 
Part-Time Managers as well?

• Speaker -  the ruling applies only to committee chairs because this is the only group 
explicitly required by MSU policy to make verbal reports.

• Moran -  some members may be working over the summer for employers who will not 
appreciate requests for time off to attend meetings, do we have to request a leave of 
absence as well?

• Mohan -  members should apply for a leave of absence if this circumstance pertains to 
them.

• Kherani -  what supports will be provided to assist SRA members to read and analyze the 
draft annual budget?

• Somers -  members should send him an email tonight or tomorrow and we can set up 
individual or group meetings to discuss the budget. Please bring their inquiries to his 
attention before the meeting.

• Pahulje -could someone clarify SRA leaves of absence in the summer?
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• Somers -  leaves of absence are granted upon request; the purpose is to know in advance 
who will not be in attendance.

• Boney -  leaves are intended for people with serious scheduling conflicts or onerous 
travel requirements; they are not to be used by members who are relatively local and 
otherwise available.

• Pahulje -  will meetings during the summer take place in the evenings?
• Mohan -  summer weekend meetings will probably begin around 12:30pm.
• Murray -  what time is the next SRA meeting?
• Mohan -  the next SRA meeting will be on Sunday April 25, 2004 at 6:30pm.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

• None

NEW BUSINESS

• None

TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The time of the next SRA meeting is scheduled for:

Sunday April 25, 2004 
@ 6:30pm

Council Chambers, Gilmour Hall Room 111

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Lannan, seconded by Ott that the meeting be adjourned.

Carried by General Consent

Call of the Roll 
Present

Absent Excused
Absent
Late
Others Present

Speaker

Aylward-Nally, Bateman, Boney, Brown, Du, Dyason, Erickson, Grenier, Jones, 
Kherani, Klein, Lannan, Marcelle, Minard, Mohan, Moran, Murray, O’Neill, Ott, 
Pahulje, Patel (Barkha), Piribauer, Qureshy, Raina, Robinson, Somers, Sumner, 
Takawy, Wong 
Hundal
Baldeo, Dinath, Osborne, Patel (Bhavik), Qureshy, Raina, Vanini

Tyler Chalk, Kevin Gamble, Umair Khan (VP-Finance-Elect), David Moore 
(MAPS - MSUAA), Christine Cole (Recording Secretary)
Dauphinee

ADJOURNED @ 9:50pm
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1 MEMBERSHIP FEE

1.1 All full MSU members shall pay the membership fee;

1.2 The full annual membership fee shall be up to $524.71 per member and shall be comprised of 
the following components:

Administered by the MSU
1.2.1 $100.87 for the MSU Operating Fund;
1.2.2 $45.00 for the MSU Health Plan ($45.00 includes all applicable taxes);
1.2.3 $14.80 for the 93.3 CFMU-FM Operating and Capital Funds;
1.2.4 $7.70 for the Marmor Operating fund (University yearbook) ($7.12 includes all 

applicable taxes);
1.2.5 $1.25 for WUSC Refugee Scholarship;
1.2.6 $65tQQ68.25 for HSR Bus Pass, payable to the HSR Transit Commission.

Administered by non-MSU, non-University bodies
1.2.7 $0.80 for, and administered by, Incite;
1.2.8 $6.39 for, and administered by, OPIRG-McMaster Students Union Inc.
1.2.9 $2.71 per unit to a maximum of 30 units for the McMaster University Student 

Centre Building Fund, payable to the McMaster University Centre Inc.;

McMaster University fees, approved by MSU referenda:
1.2.10 $3.69 per unit to a maximum of 30 units for the Student Services Fee:
1.2.11 $0.97 per unit to a maximum of 30 units for the Administrative Services Fee;
1.2.12 $2.06 per unit to a maximum of 30 units for the Athletics and Recreation Building 

Fund Fee

1.3 MSU membership fees, with the exception of the HSR Bus Pass fee and MSU Health Plan shall 
increase annually, at a rate equal to the previous calendar year’s Consumer Price Index (as 
measured by the Statistics Canada “annual averages index" for Ontario), rounding down to the 
nearest cent as required;

1.4 The HSR Bus Pass fee is set based on the rate for a monthly pass as set by the HSR Transit 
Commission, subject to constraints outlined in the contract between the HSR and the MSU.
The period over which the pass is effective is the Fall/Winter session from September 1 to April 
30; '
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Revised 960  (Feb. 9/97) Revised 98N (Jan. 24/99) Revised 01M (Jan. 27/02)
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1.5 The Vice-President (Finance) shall forward changes in the fee schedule to the SRA (for 
information) by January 31, and to the University Board of Governors Secretariat by February 1 
each year, for collection by the University in September;

1.6 All fees approved by the SRA are subject to any changes in government legislation and shall be 
adjusted accordingly by the MSU Vice-President (Finance);

1.7 The Vice-President (Finance) shall calculate the adjusted fees for the next fiscal year for 
presentation at the Annual Budget; the new fee schedule shall be considered effective and part 
of this Bylaw May 1 of each year.


