
It’s hard for me to believe that it has been 
over a year since I set up my table in 
MUSC on the first day of the 2019 MSU 
Presidential Election campaign period. I 
remember the experience very clearly - 
the feelings of anxiousness, excitement, 
and fear. This is, of course, not how 
most people feel at this time of year. 
Some students avoid MUSC at all costs, 
some quiz candidates extensively, some 
research privately, while others detach 
from the process completely. Overall, 
there are mixed opinions when it comes 
to the MSU Presidential Election. 
Although, for many students, I think it 
represents an opportunity for change.

I know that some people find it 
hard to believe that student politics 
can make a difference. I am fully 
aware that many see this position 
as merely an addition to a resume 
or an opportunity for an ego boost. 
However, from my perspective, that is 
not generally the case. Without student 
politics, the McMaster undergraduate 
experience would be very different. 
MSU Presidential Elections and the 

work that comes afterwards continues 
to shape and promote the development 
of this institution. 

In a few years, it may be difficult 
to find a student who remembers that 
the Student Activity Building and 
Pulse Expansion began as a campaign 
point. Some people who are taking the 
additional GO Bus routes home may not 
realize that they are benefiting from a 
successful past campaign priority. There 
are countless projects that were first 
presented on a presidential platform, 
including the fall break, changes in 
legislation, bursaries, and course 
accessibility measures, all of which have 
improved the student experience.

There are people that believe 
that the platforms of candidates are 
not feasible or that candidates should 
limit their goals to projects that can be 
completed in one term. I fully agree 
that there can be platform points 
that should not be a priority because 
the benefit is far outweighed by the 
costs, but I think it’s important to not 
immediately discount an idea as being 
infeasible, when it simply may not be a 
current priority. We should encourage 

candidates to advocate on our priorities, 
despite possible limitations. Just because 
something is hard does not necessarily 
mean you shouldn’t fight for it.

As you begin to evaluate the 
candidates, I encourage you to do 
your research, ask critical questions, 
and think about who you want to 
see representing you in the coming 
academic year. What are their priorities? 
Why do they want this position? Do 
I trust them? These are important to 
ask yourself, because these positions 
hold a lot of power and therefore a 
responsibility to use it effectively.

Some people compare the election 
process to a very long job interview, 
where the entire student body is the 
hiring board. I encourage you to 
see it that way as well. My hope is 
that students review the candidates 

holistically to determine whose vision, 
priorities, and platform they value the 
most. Hold candidates accountable for 
their statements and their actions, but 
also give them the space to learn. Find 
someone who you trust to learn from 
their mistakes and come back the next 
day better, and to always advocate on 
the behalf of McMaster students.

I thank the candidates for 
taking a chance by running in the 
election and the students that engage 
in the democratic process. Visit 
msumcmaster.ca/elections for more 
information on the candidates and 

details on the HSR referendum that is 
running concurrently with the election. 
Students can vote in the election and 
referendum by logging in with their 
MAC ID at msumcmaster.ca/vote from 
January 28 – 30, closing at 5pm.

The President’s Page is 
a space sponsored and 
used by the McMaster 
Students Union (MSU) 
Board of Directors (BoD) 
to communicate with the 
student body. It functions 
to highlight the Board’s 
projects, goals, and agenda 
for the year, as well as the 
general happenings of the 
MSU.
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“We should encourage candidates to advocate on our 
priorities, despite possible limitations. Just because 
something is hard does not necessarily mean you 
shouldn’t fight for it.”
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