
Dear Members of the Assembly, 

 

After a very busy fall semester the Finance Committee has managed to complete several items on 

our year plan and is excited to continue forward this winter semester! Our updates are as follows;  

 

PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN: 

Objective 3:  

This objective is all about the Student Life Enhancement Fund! As we enter second semester we 

are quickly approaching our second stage for SLEF which consists of the voting on the top ideas! 

Over the month of December Alex, Myself and a few MUSC employees did research on the top 

14 ideas to evaluate their feasibility.  From this point, those that are deemed feasible within the 

$100,000 budget, will move onto the voting round where students will have the ability to voice 

their opinions on which ideas they would like to see come to life! During the voting period that 

will take place around presidentials, the Finance Committee will be tabling around campus in order 

to further encourage students to exercise their right to vote.  

 

Objective 2:  

The second objective on our year plan is to review the 5 Non-MSU Groups. Last semester the 

Finance Committee was able to effectively review and provide recommendations to all 5 of the 

Non-MSU Groups. Four out of the five groups were able to physically present prior to the break 

in adherence to our bylaws, while one circulated a electronic copy of their presentation before the 

break and will be presenting at SRA 19N. While there were a few hiccups regarding 

communication throughout the reviewing processes, the committee was very pleased with 

McMaster Marching Band, as well they have provided recommendations to Engineers without 

Borders, McMaster Solar Car, and Incite Magazine. The only group that is still pending a decision 

is OPIRG as both the Finance Committee and the SRA in initial discussions had questions 

regarding their distribution of student funding between salaries/administration and the funding of 

student initiatives. The group is discussing with their union logistics of the collective agreement 

that is in place and to what extent can they realistically change this distribution of funds. When the 

group sends the Finance Committee a follow up report, the committee will discuss and put forth 

recommendations regarding whether or not they are satisfied with the state of the group.  
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FUTURE DIRECTION: 

In the coming weeks the committee will be undertaking a second round of MSU Financial 

transparency to show students how their money is being spent. Additionally this semester the 

committee will be exploring the results of the Student Choice Initiative Campaign (SCI) both 

within our own school as well as comparing our results to that of other Ontario Universities. This 

task will allow us to complete our fourth objective as outlined on our year plan! Our findings will 

be compiled into a report along with various suggestions on how the MSU can proceed forward 

should the SCI remain present in post-secondary institutions. Another smaller side project some 

of the committees members are also interested in exploring this semester is looking at 1280 and 

The Grind to see how the business is doing with the new To-Go station that was incorporated last 

semester. This will allow us to see whether it is having a positive impact on the business unit.  

 

SUCCESSES: 

The Finance Committee has continued to maintain amazing communication with both myself and 

one another in order to allow the committee to run as smoothly as possible! This committee did an 

amazing job at being very thorough in their reviews of the 5 Non-MSU groups, and went above 

and beyond to gain both a broader perspective and more detailed information about the group’s 

current states. We are so lucky to have such a passionate and cooperative committee that continues 

to amaze. 

 

 

If you have any questions of concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me via email! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jess Anderson 

AVP Finance 

McMaster Students Union 

avpfinance@msu.mcmaster.ca 


