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YEARPLAN UPDATE  
Hello again! We have continued move forward throughout the semester and 
supporting first years as they transition. 
 
SERVICE USAGE  
Our daytime sessions continue to be running with high retention. So far the 
lowest turn-out for a daytime session has been 5 students and they regularly 
see around 8 students each. Next semester, we will be moving forward in 
offering more daytime sessions. The evening session groups are averaging at 
4 students per session group per night, however, Thursday nights have been 
having lower retention. That being said, the Thursday session nights all collab 
and have been having a good time with the students that do attend. There 
was also an influx in attendance for all session groups this past week, which 
was our Housing and Food Security session.  
 
We also currently have 8 students who signed-up to be a Spark Ambassador. 
These students will meet regularly with our Outreach and Engagement 
Coordinator to provide feedback on sessions, help with promo and come up 
with event ideas in collaboration with First Year Council. 
 
Additionally, we have posting and sharing different themed first year tips and 
tricks on our social media. Recently, we shared Meals in Minutes which had 
5618 Impressions and 99 people archiving or forwarding the post to someone 
else. Our Study Spots post had 7723 Impressions on Instagram, 232 archives 
and 91 forwards. Our social media presence has continued to be strong 
throughout the year and Spark has maintained its presence as a known 
resource for first year students. 
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
In October, we had an impromptu Movie Night which had 8 students attend, 
along with a number of TLs. Unfortunately, we ran into some tech issues with 
the libraries new projector system (it connects wirelessly to Netflix directly) so 
it turned into a music and study event instead.   
 

. 

 

 REPORT 
 From the office of the… 

 Spark Coordinator  

TO: Members of the Executive Board 
FROM: Anika Spasov 
SUBJECT: Spark Report 4 
DATE: November 4th, 2019 

 



Page 2 of 5 
 

We also have started reaching out to potential sponsorships. Alumni Club has 
confirmed they will be donating $300, which will have a great impact on our 
budget. We are also in current discussions with the Office of Community 
Engagement, the President of McMaster and various Faculties on-campus.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
Our big event upcoming is First Year Formal, which will be on Thursday 
November 14th from 7:30-11:30pm in the Scottish Rites Club of Hamilton. 
Tickets are currently being sold both online and in-person through Compass 
for $32 each (all fees included). There was a strange thing when setting up the 
tickets online, depending on if you select ‘absorb fees’ option or not, the fee 
Eventbrite takes from the ticket changes, regardless if the base price has 
stayed the same. This led to a slightly larger fee than originally projected, but 
should not change our budget majorly (at most by $160). The students have 
FYC have also confirmed which carnival games and food they want at the 
formal and our Events Coordinators are currently in the process of confirming 
them. We also have begun a ticket give-away contest, where the 2 winners will 
get a free ticket, a photoshoot and hair/make-up done by Ezza Jalil. The hair 
and make-up part of the prize will also hopefully promote student make-up 
businesses. From my last update from ticket sales from Compass, we had 28 
ticket sold. However, this was only 3 days after we had started ticket sales and 
I am currently waiting for another update. 
 
At the end of November, we will also be running the Housing Hunt in 
collaboration with First Year Council. We are looking forward to this event, as 
this is one of the topics our students ask about the most. We are also hoping 
to host a study session, similar to last year’s, in collaboration with Macademics 
around exam time. The library ahs also reached out to us about some sort of 
collab, which I will be meeting with them this Friday about. 
 
BUDGET  
Here is my spending for Spark this far. I have also received $1000 from First 
Year Council to go towards formal and $300 from Alumni Club. We are 
expecting money from WWSTAPC sometime later this semester. 
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VOLUNTEERS 
Exec Team and Team Leaders rock! So committed to the service and I think 
Team Leaders really have been bonding during the weekly training. Some 
unfortunately cannot meet either weekly training date though, so next 
semester we will make sure not to schedule training during a session time. 
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
We are still waiting to hear back from the Underground about invoices. I did 
send in an email to Paula and Sean asking for my invoices, however, I have not 
received anything back. This has been challenging in terms of budgeting.  
 
We also still have the issue for room bookings for second semester, but there 
is some good news! Maroons and Macycle have offered us all 3 of their weekly 
hours. Charity Ball said we can use their hours after January. FYC has kindly 
offered us 2 of their 3 hours each week, and Macademics is currently getting 
back to me. I have also reached out to a few other services who I am waiting 
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to hear back from. This, in conjunction with our hours and Sarah’s VP hours, 
means we have about 17 of the 21 hours per week we need in MUSC next 
semester (we will be using one room in Mills again). Once we find those last 
few hours, we will move forward booking the rooms. 
 
SUCCESSES  
The daytime sessions have been working really well and we want to build off 
of this success.  Next, semester we will be running more daytime sessions, as 
follows: Mondays (2 daytime, 2 evening), Tuesdays (2 daytime, 2 evening), 
Wednesdays (3 daytime, 2 evening), Thursdays (3 daytime, 2 evening). We 
want to make sure there are still enough groups in case sessions want to 
collab. We also are planning on starting sessions a week earlier next semester 
to help build TL:student connections earlier on, meaning we will have 11 
sessions instead of 10 throughout the term. 
  


