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Nomination period is now open; MSU Board of Directors reflect on their 
experiences as Student Representative Assembly members

Q: What have you gained from you 
SRA experience?
Siobhan Stewart: I really learned 
that every person in a team makes a 
difference and that everything starts 
with a bit of initiative. The MSU is a 
complex place, but my SRA experience 
helped me learn about it and helped me 
feel more connected to the MSU which 
contributes significantly to student life. 

Q: Describe your best and worst 
memories associated with being an 
SRA member.
David Campbell: My worst memory of 
the SRA is a particularly long meeting, 
where some members filibustered the 
meeting to avoid some motions which 
were unfavourable to them. The political 
system can be an incredible tool for 
change when used properly, but also can 
be very stagnant when abused. My best 
memory is running breakout groups at 
an SRA training weekend this summer. 
Hearing all the different perspectives 
and the willingness to collaborate in 
order to improve campus was incredible.

Q: In which Committees were you 
involved? What did those committees 
do for McMaster students?
Huzaifa Saeed:  My first committee 

was the Operations Committee, 
through which I was able to participate 
in three major MSU projects: the 
implementation of Google Mail to 
replace the old McMaster emails,  the  
project to implement the new MUGSI/
SOLAR and the creation of online 
voting for MSU elections. I also sat 
on Bylaws and Procedures where we 
implemented several internal governance 
reforms. I was also the Commissioner for 
External Affairs where I helped represent 
McMaster students at the municipal, 
provincial and federal levels via various 
policy, research and survey projects.

Q: What projects or business do you 
think next year’s SRA will tackle?
Siobhan Stewart: I think it would be a 
beneficial exercise for the Assembly to 
examine the ways in which meetings are 
conducted. The only time that Assembly 
members get together to discuss issues 
in groupsis in Standing Committee 
meetings or with the broader Assembly 
during training.  It would be great if 
there could be breakout sessions for the 
Assembly during the year to continue 
these conversations.

For each BoD member’s full 
responses, visit the Board of Directors 
page at www.msumcmaster.ca/BOD.

Simon Gooding-Townsend
Speaker, SRA

speaker@msu.mcmaster.ca

Nominate an outstanding 
peer for an MSU Award

Each year the MSU holds a 
recognition event where it presents 
several awards to deserving members 
of the McMaster community for 
outstanding service and dedication 
to student life.  Whether it’s through 
student leadership, volunteer service, 
charitable giving or school spirit, the 
recipients of these awards represent 
McMaster’s best and brightest.  Some 
awards, like the Rudy Heinzl Award 
of Excellence, are decades old and 
commemorate the amazing dedication 
and service rendered by some of 
McMaster’s great names of the past.  
Others, like the MSU Spirit Award, 
recognize outstanding achievements by 
campus groups in promoting McMaster 
pride and demonstrating dedication and 
enthusiasm to increasing school spirit.

Also available are the MSU Merit 
Scholarship, awarded for outstanding 
service to McMaster’s clubs, societies, 
charities, and/or campus groups. The 
J. Lynn Watson Award is presented 
to the campus group that has made 
the greatest one-year contribution 
to charitable giving.  Much like the 

Rudy Heinzl, these awards recognize 
students, faculty, staff and campus 
groups that demonstrate a continued 
commitment to excellence in leadership, 
to volunteering & charity, and to 
improving student life at McMaster.

Worthy of special mention is 
the Honour M Award, the highest 
honour that the MSU bestows on its 
members.  Presented annually since 
1932, the Honour M recognizes 
student leadership, volunteer service, 
and special achievement in extra-
curricular activities.  Recipients become 
part of the Honour M Society and have 
their names added to the growing list of 
laureates posted on the second floor of 
the Student Centre.

All the awards – the Honour M, 
the Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence, 
the MSU Merit Scholarship, the J. 
Lynn Watson Award, and the MSU 
Spirit Award – are granted after 
careful consideration by committee 
and presented at Student Recognition 
Night, scheduled for March 20th of 
this year.  Nominations are due March 
6th, for more information check out 
the Awards page on the MSU website 
(msumcmaster.ca/awards) or contact the 
MSU Speaker directly via email at
speaker@msu.mcmaster.ca.

where they got their start in student 
politics, as well as where many developed 
important or valuable skills. Here are 
some of the highlights of their answers.

Q: How did you first get involved with 
the SRA?
David Campbell: I initially ran for the 
SRA mostly by coincidence. The “SRA 
ex-officio” seat, an observer from the 
Arts & Science program who attends 
meetings along with the voting SRA 
Art/Sci member, came open. Some 
friends of mine encouraged me to run. 
I had always been interested in getting 
more involved on campus, and so I took 
the plunge! After that, I was on the SRA 
for more than two years before becoming 
VP (Administration).

Q: Highlight some of the projects you 
worked on / accomplished during your 
time as an SRA member.
Jeff Wyngaarden: One project I’ve 
worked on is updating the MSU’s 
health insurance. This year we reduced 
premiums while increasing coverage, 
resulting in a substantial net benefit to 
everyone who is on the plan. Ultimately 
I hope this will result in substantial 
increases to benefits with no extra cost to 
students, a win-win situation.

Now is your chance to get involved 
with the Student Representative 
Assembly (SRA).  The SRA General 
Election is coming, and nominations 
are open until March 4th.  For more 
information on the process and 
required documents, please visit: 
www.msumcmaster.ca/elections.

The governing body of the MSU, the 
SRA is composed of 35 undergraduate 
students elected by their peers, inside 
each academic faculty. Together, they 
work to provide the best possible MSU 
services and departments, address  the 
concerns of undergraduate students and 
lobby to improve McMaster’s academic 
quality. The SRA exists to represent  you 
and to help build a better community for 
all students. During the academic year, 
the SRA meets bi-weekly in Council 
Chambers (Gilmour Hall 111). SRA 
meetings are open, public forums, which 
anyone can attend without invitation or 
reservation.  

To ensure that students’ needs are 
being met, the SRA offers standing 
committees on Bylaws and Procedures, 
External Affairs, Finance, Operations, 
Services and University Affairs.

We asked the MSU Board of 
Directors to talk about their experiences 
in the SRA.  For many of them, it was 

SRA GENERAL ELECTIONS

GREEN ROOF INITIATIVE UPDATE: DESIGN CONCEPTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR STUDENT REVIEW AND FEEDBACK
www.MSUMCMASTER.CA/GREENROOF


