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STUDENT INPUT NEEDED!
Siobhan and Jeff update on programs currently soliciting student feedback 

for direction, discussion, and detail

The MSU has been heading many 
exciting projects this year and the Green 
Roof space is one of them. This initiative 
involves turning the balcony area on 
the third floor of the student centre 
beside CIBC hall into a green roof that 
students can enjoy in many different 
ways. The MSU gathered feedback on 
some of the desired features through key 
stakeholders including the student body, 
OPIRG, the Office of Sustainability 
and McMaster University Student 
Centre Administration. A design firm 
has been selected and we are now in the 
phase where schematics and drawings 
have been developed in order to provide 
the student body with a preview of what 
the space can look like. 

The three estimates are $60,000 
$80,000, and $400,000. The $60,000 
space would include general vegetation, 
small trees, vegetable gardens, 
furniture, a movable vegetative wall, 
water conservation features, a water 
feature, improved lighting, and would 
be stocked with local and native species 
options. The $80,000 option is a more 
enhanced model of that, complete with 
additional shading such as a small 
pergola.  It would also include an 
irrigation system, art, and more diverse 

vegetation options.
I would also like to discuss the 

$400,000 option that has not been 
formally proposed.  The third design 
provides an rare opportunity to 
improve the usability of space in the 
student center. One of the biggest 
criticisms surrounding the original 
idea of a green roof was that the space 
would be unusable for winter months. 
Furthermore, students are constantly 
discussing the lack of study space on 
campus. We have a unique opportunity 
at our fingertips. One idea that has 
emerged from discussions with the 
company is that of a partially enclosed 
space on the balcony. This option could 
create space for around 40 more students 
in the student centre. 

To be clear, we would not move 
forward on this without a clearly 
indicated positive response from the 
student body. We currently have just 
under $30,000 to go toward the space, 
though additional funds are still 
available.  The $1.1 million currently set 
aside for improvements to MUSC still 
has unallocated funding that could cover 
the third potential option, currently 
estimated at $400,000.  Should students 
want the MSU to pursue this design, it 
would not cost students any additional 
funds. It is rare for the stars to align on 
big opportunities for projects. We have 
the chance to create more than just a 
rooftop patio for students, but also a 
sustainable, wholesome green space for 
the McMaster community.

Look out for the survey during the 
week of February 11th and stay tuned 
for further updates.  
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WINTER TEACHING AWARD NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

The MSU Teaching Awards 
Committee is now accepting 
nominations for the winter term.  
Nominating your instructors is easy, 
just go to msumcmaster.ca/tac. The 
nomination period closes February 15.

Established in 1978, the MSU 
Teaching Awards Committee has 
been presenting accolades to deserving 
instructors on behalf of all MSU 
members. The awards recognize and 
encourage excellence in teaching by 
recognizing those who go above and 
beyond in the classroom.

Each year, the MSU gives one 
instructor per faculty an award to 
acknowledge their commitment to 
higher education.  Nominate your 
favourite professors online now and see 
them recognized in March at our year 

end award ceremony.
New this year, students can also 

nominate their teaching assistants for 
the MSU Teaching Assistant Merit 
Award. This is an excellent way to 
recognize TAs who make a difference in 
the education of students at McMaster.

As well, the MSU Teaching 
Awards committee recognizes 
deserving instructors with the Lifetime 
Achievement and Merit Awards.  
The Lifetime Achievement Award 
recognizes instructors who are nearing 
retirement whereas the Merit Award 
acknowledges exceptional instructors 
in their first two years of teaching at 
McMaster.  For more information on 
how to nominate instructors for these 
awards, please visit msumcmaster.ca/
tac.

The winter nomination period 
will run from February 4-15, with the 
award ceremony being held on March 
14 from 6-9 in Council Chambers Hall. 
Nominate your professors and show 
that you care about the quality of your 
education. An MSU Teaching award 
is the biggest gift you can give to a 
professor or TA that has made a positive 
impact on your educational experience!

NOMINATE YOUR PROFESSORS
& TEACHING ASSISTANTS

msumcmaster.ca/tac

2012 - 2013

MAKE YOUR NOMINATIONS AT
NOV. 5 - 16TH TH

what makes students at Mac bleed 
maroon. A few options have already 
been brought forward, ranging from 
faculty-branded picnic tables to the 
reintroduction of MSU Olympics, from 
new paint jobs in key MSU locations to 
an expansion of Homecoming Weekend. 
But this is only a small selection of the 
countless ideas that would help identify 
ways to share McMaster student pride. 
Do you have an idea? Something that 
you’ve always wanted to see happen to 
bring more McMaster spirit to campus? 
Let your SRA rep know or contact the 
MSU Board directly – we’d love to hear 
what you have to say.

These new photos in TwelvEighty 
are just the start of long-term efforts 
to keep school spirit and student 
engagement vibrant. As we round out 
this academic year and look toward a 
summer of planning for Welcome Week 
2013, take some time to think of how 
you would like to see campus improved 
and what you think the McMaster 
Students Union can do for you.

Many might ask why school spirit 
is so important. Whether it’s athletics, 
work, club participation, music, art, 
competition, or lobbying to improve 
the student experience, everything 
connects us to a student body and 
McMaster.  This isn’t any university, 
it is our university. We chose to come 
here, and it is important to demonstrate 
pride in our choices.  School spirit is an 
essential motivator in all of our activities 
as we strive to continue to make our 
education and our experience the best in 
the province, the country, and even the 
world. 

This has been a landmark year for 
McMaster in terms of accomplishments 
by members of the student body.  We 
have seen the biggest Welcome Week 
ever, competed for consecutive Vanier 
cups, won a great concert through the 
TD Pump It Up contest and hosted 
a number of events commemorating 
our 125th anniversary. Throughout all 
of these events we’ve been led to ask 
the question, what is it that makes us 
uniquely Marauders?  Why are our 
students so engaged with their school?  
And what can we do to continue to 
encourage the connection between 
students and their campus?

In order to start answering that 
question the MSU is announcing the 
beginning of some exciting changes 
around campus, beginning with your 
campus bar, TwelvEighty. That long 
hallway at the entrance of the restaurant 
will soon be filled with photo collages 
of McMaster’s history, including 
pictures of sports, social events, and 
former incarnations of the campus 
bar (remember the Downstairs John, 
anyone?). This is just the first of many 
ideas resulting from efforts to reconnect 
with McMaster’s history and traditions.  
For more, we’d like your help in defining 


