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UPDATE  

Our focus recently has been to prepare for our event, Feed the Bus. We have been 

diligently planning this weeklong food drive while maintaining the effectiveness of our 

other food aid programs. We have also made strides in reaching out to the student body 

by holding a few information tables in MUSC and connecting with other like-minded 

services to brainstorm promotional ideas. We hope that through further collaboration with 

other McMaster groups we can only increase our outreach and strengthen our services. 

 

SERVICE USAGE  

The Bread Bin general volunteer team has filled over 150 food vouchers requests 

since the beginning of this academic year (an average of 4-7 a week). The request volume 

was higher in January and February that during all of first semester, but it leveled out in 

March. During the second semester of the year some students start to run low on funds 

and reach out to our service when they hadn’t previously needed to. This is what we 

believe to be the cause behind the second semester increase. We have also continued to 

successfully run our monthly Good Food Box program. Every month since September 

dozens of students have ordered and received fresh local produce at a subsidized price. 

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 Over the course of this year MAC Bread Bin has been running monthly Good 

Food Box cooking classes out of Grace Lutheran Church. These classes are open to all 

McMaster students and members of the Hamilton community. Therefore they are a great 

way to teach important skills and help integrate our campus into the greater community. 

These cooking classes are of a medium sized (about 10-20 students) and always fill up. 

Recently we’ve begun to contact local chefs in order to teach one of our Bread Bin 

members to run the cooking classes. We want these cooking classes to turn into a 

sustainable project that can be easily directed by one of our own. 

 Over the last few months we have been involved in a few local soup kitchens and 

food banks. Bread Bin volunteers have committed their spare time to help out at places 

like the Olive Branch, Good Shepherd, and Neighbour-2-Neighbour. Our effort in the 

city has been very well received and we are always asked to come again as soon as 

possible. These trips are a valuable learning experience and offer a lot of insight into 

hunger-related issues. We hope to organize larger volunteering trips next year that are 

open to students across campus. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

We are currently carrying out our largest event of the year, Feed the Bus. This is a 

weeklong fundraiser in which we collect monetary, non-perishable goods, and used 

clothing donations. A portion of the proceeds will be kept to support our own programs, 

but the majority will be given to a local food aid organization. This year we’ve chosen to 

support Neighbour-2-Neighbour (n2ncentre.com), a food bank and community outreach 

center. MAC Bread Bin feels a close connection with this organization because they not 

only seek to help solve immediate food shortage problems but also form strong 

connections with the community. Attridge Transportation has generously donated a 

yellow school bus to us for the week of March 11-15
th

 2012. During this week the bus is 

open every day from 10:00am until 4:00pm. Bread Bin volunteers are facilitating this 

event, and then various campus representatives and groups come out to show their 

support. Specifically, on March 13 we had a ‘Music Day’ where several McMaster clubs 

performed. We are looking forward to the completion of this event so we can fill up our 

cupboards and the ones at Neighbour-2-Neighbour! 

 

BUDGET  

With the occurrence of our largest event, Feed the Bus, as of now we’ve used just 

over ¾ of our budget. Most of our recent spending has been on promotional items and 

equipment for this event. We have also used most of our reserve budget allocated towards 

purchasing additional food supplies for our cupboard. This is acceptable, as after the 

completion of Feed the Bus our cupboards will become full to capacity. We are going to 

use the final ¼ of our budget to stock our cupboards for the summer and order some T-

shirts for our volunteer team. 

  

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

We’ve had significantly more requests for food vouchers this year than we have 

in other previous years. This has been noted as a continuous trend over the last few years, 

but has been accommodated for in various ways. We’ve begun keep larger proportions of 

the proceeds that are raised during our food drives and increasing the number of events 

and ways in which we fundraise. As long as our campus presence remains strong our 

organization will be able to keep up with the demand. 

 

SUCCESSES  

We are immensely happy with the amount of people who have given us positive 

feedback from our voucher system, charitable events, Good Food Box program, and other 

initiatives over the course of the year. It is wonderful to part of a service that has so much 

support and well-wishers. 

 

OTHER 

MAC Bread Bin has no other new business to report on at this time. 

 

 


