
Recently, the Ministry of Training, Col-
leges and Universities announced det-
rimental changes to OSAP and brought 
forth a program titled the Student 
Choice Initiative. As a result of this new 
initiative, all non-academic student fees 
that are deemed to be ‘non-essential’ 
will be optional in the upcoming 2019 - 
2020 school year. Aside from a few fees 
including those related to health and 
safety, athletic and recreation, and tran-
sit, students will now be able to opt-out 
of paying fees which support essential 
and incredibly impactful programs on 
campus. Although it still remains un-
clear exactly how these changes will af-
fect student unions, there are concerns 
that the MSU could suffer reductions, 
as it is supported substantially by dem-
ocratically elected student fees.

Student fees are established through 
at-large referenda, typically concurrent 
with a campus electoral cycle, wherein 
all full-time undergraduate students 
are eligible to vote. Any time there is a 
proposed fee increase or decrease above 
inflation, it must be approved by the re-

spective student body. As such, students 
vote to approve or reject each fee in 
question. In 2017, students voted for fee 
changes to the HSR bus pass. In 2016, 
students voted to eliminate the Marmor 
fee and voted against the addition of a 
SoBi fee. In 2015, students voted in fa-
vour of fee increases to the MSU Health 
& Dental plans. Conducting these votes 
at-large entrenches students in the deci-
sion-making process of where their fees 
go. This announcement by the provin-
cial government calls into question the 
MSU’s ability to conduct similar demo-
cratic processes in the future. 

As it currently stands, the MSU 
collects $130.26 from each full-time 
undergraduate student at McMaster. 
We use this money to fund our approx-
imately three dozen services which 
work to improve student life on cam-
pus and represent students politically. 
These services play an important role in 
providing resources, peer support, and 
advocacy work for various communi-
ties and groups on campus. Some of our 
services include the Emergency First 
Response Team, Food Collective Cen-
tre, Pride Community Centre, Campus 
Events, and The Silhouette. 

As the Vice-President (Finance), 
it is part of my portfolio to ensure that 
the spending of the MSU is transparent 
to students. As such, we have numerous 
financial documents available on our 
website. This includes our operating 
and capital budgets, monthly financial 
performance updates, and a detailed 
breakdown of how the operating fee 
is spent. This information can all be 
found at msumcmaster.ca/yourmoney. 
Moreover, we employ the services of 
KPMG to audit the entirety of our or-
ganization’s finances on an annual basis 
to ensure good fiscal management. 

Each year, our budgets are ap-
proved by the incoming members of 

the Student Representative Assembly 
(SRA). The SRA is an elected body of 
undergraduate students who represent 
the different academic divisions at Mc-
Master, forming the highest governing 
body of the organization. The SRA en-
sures that budgeting is a process that 
centres around student input and need. 
All full-time undergraduates have the 
opportunity to run for a seat on the 
SRA. If you are interested, nominations 
are open until February 27, and infor-
mation regarding the election can be 
found at msumcmaster.ca/sra-generals.

The Student Choice Initiative 
threatens the MSU’s ability to provide 
services for McMaster students. I am 
confident that our processes ensure 
financial transparency, and our fee 
structure is chosen by the students, for 
the students. The MSU is encouraging 
students to reach out to their members 
of the provincial government regard-
ing how this change will impact their 
McMaster experience. You can find 
resources at msumcmaster.ca/OSAP, 
to assist you in emailing your concerns 
about how these changes will affect you.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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