
Following the announcement of chang-
es to Ontario’s tuition framework, 
OSAP, and institutions’ ancillary fees 
from the Ministry of Training, Colleges 
and Universities, students overwhelm-
ingly condemned this governmental 
approach at ‘saving students money’. I 
firmly believe that these changes will 
negatively impact students, despite the 
narrative that suggests otherwise. As a 
student who personally benefited from 
the Free Tuition model, I understand 
the opportunities and financial certain-
ty it provided.

Over the last two weeks, students 
across Ontario have taken to the streets 
in many forms of protest and demon-
strations, condemning the actions made 
by the Ministry under the provincial 
government. This past Friday, the Mc-
Master Students Union was able to 
support students by providing busses 
for a rally in Toronto organized by oth-
er passionate students. That same day, 
the Board of Directors had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Andrea Horwath, 
leader of the Official Opposition, the 

New Democrat Party of Ontario. Our 
conversation addressed the demand for 
increased financial aid, support for stu-
dent services, and how now, more than 
ever, students in post-secondary educa-
tion should be engaged. At the protest 
in Toronto, more than 1000 students 
gathered and marched to Queen’s Park 
in the freezing cold. I was amazed to 
see the solidarity, strength, and passion 
in the students who came together to 
make their voices heard.

I cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of collective action and solidarity 
on this front. The McMaster Students 
Union has partnered with academ-
ic institutions across the country to 
unite on this matter with the creation 
of a national letter. While this issue is 
pertaining to Ontario, the purpose be-
hind a letter that unifies student unions 
across Canada is to address the power 
of student unions together and make 
sure the affordability and service de-
livery of university is not jeopardized 
within other provinces in the future. 
Moreover, appearing as a united front 
ensures the current provincial govern-
ment is held accountable and the pri-
orities of students are put first. This na-
tional letter represents over 1.5 million 
students: together, we will continue to 
gain momentum and support. 

As President of the MSU, I am 
committed to fighting for affordable ed-
ucation as it pertains to both access and 
inclusion. Of course, I would also like 
the help of students on this matter - so 

if you disagree with the recent changes 
that have been made, I encourage you 
to engage with the communities you 
are a part of, whether that be clubs, 
services, or volunteer groups. Access 
msumcmaster.ca/osapletter to find re-
sources to assist you in emailing your 
local MPP. You can also attend a rally 
against the recent changes to OSAP in 

Hamilton this Friday, February 1 from 
12 PM - 1:30 PM at Gore Park, host-
ed by Hamilton Student Mobilization 
Network. If there are any more updates 
regarding this matter, they will be made 
available on the MSU website. Until 
then, keep finding ways to express how 
these changes affect you and support 
other students as they mobilize.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.

January 31, 2019 | thesil.caPRESIDENT’S PAGE

IKRAM
FARAH
President

president@msu.mcmaster.ca
905.525.9140 x23885

“As President of the MSU, 
I am committed to fight-
ing for affordable educa-
tion as it pertains to both 
access and inclusion.”

 Students gather at a rally in Toronto against the recent OSAP changes. C/O Haley Greene.


