
On Thursday, January 17, the Ministry 
of Training, Colleges and Universities 
announced changes to Ontario’s tuition 
framework, the Ontario Student Assis-
tance Program (OSAP), and institu-
tions’ ancillary fees. While this Minis-
try expressed that these changes would 
improve the affordability of post-sec-
ondary education, they will instead 
make it more expensive for the average 
student. 

The Ministry announced institu-
tions will have to decrease the cost of 
tuition for domestic students in every 
program by 10% for 2019-2020 and 
then freeze the cost for the following 
year. This means that students will save 
roughly $660 each. Ontario has the 
highest tuition rates in the province 
that have increased above inflation for 
as long we can remember. However, the 
provincial government also invests the 
least amount of funding per student in 
Canada. This announcement did not 
come with any mention of increase in 
operating grants to universities, which 
would help to restore a fairer cost shar-

ing model between students and the 
provincial government. Instead, uni-
versities will now have to operate on a 
reduced budget, forcing them to make 
cuts. We are concerned about how 
these cuts will impact the quality of 
education for students across Ontario. 
Moreover, international student tuition 
still remains unregulated, which means 
they may see higher than average in-
creases. As well, universities may look 
to increasing the cost of parking and 
food sold on campus to subsidize the 
cost of operations. 

The major concern for affordabil-
ity comes with the changes to OSAP. 
In 2017-2018, the previous provincial 
government increased the amount of 
grants students would receive to pay for 
their education. This included the 30% 
Off Tuition grant for most students el-
igible for OSAP and the Free Tuition 
program, which provided students with 
a family income under $50,000 enough 
grants to cover most tuition costs. The 
Ontario Undergraduate Student Al-
liance (OUSA) advocated for these 
changes for over ten years and were ex-
cited that the government used student 
voices to inform their policy decisions. 

On Thursday, the provincial gov-
ernment rolled back a lot of these 
changes, including scrapping the 30% 
Off Tuition grant as well as decreas-
ing the amount of grants available to 
students while increasing the number 
of loans. They also increased paren-
tal expected contributions to students’ 
education, making it more difficult for 
families and students not receiving fi-

nancial support from their parents to 
pay for their education. We are deeply 
concerned about how this will impact 
the affordability of education for stu-
dents across Ontario. 

The final portion of the announce-
ment, and the one with the least clarity, 
was about ancillary fees. The govern-
ment announced universities must make 
an opt-out option for non-essential fees 
by the 2019-2020 academic year. It is 
uncertain which fees this encompasses. 
What we have thus far from the Ministry 
suggests “fees used to fund major, cam-
pus-wide services and facilities or fees 
which contribute to the health and safe-
ty of students” will be considered essen-
tial. However, optional fees may include 
the fees paid by students to the MSU, 
which operates a number of services, 
clubs, media outlets, and businesses, as 
well as providing representation and a 
collective student voice to the university, 
municipality, province, and the provin-
cial and federal government. Causing a 
portion of what will be deemed non-es-
sential ancillary and student union fees 
to be optional can threaten the ability of 
students to be a united voice. Further, 
it will diminish the collective bargain-
ing power of students for things like 
insurance and transit. Universities are 
not just places for academics, but also 

for personal and professional growth. 
The opportunities that allow for this are 
funded by these “non-essential” fees. An 
opt-out option would create a shift from 
collectivism to individualism, resulting 
in a very different university experience 
for generations to come. 

I encourage you to speak out 
against these changes and express how 
they will impact you. OUSA is collect-
ing stories online, to be shared on social 
media and in our meetings with gov-
ernment. You can also tweet your story 
and use #OUSA in any public post. On 
Friday, January 25, the MSU is provid-
ing buses to Toronto so students can 
protest these changes at Queen’s Park. 
Buses leave from IWC at 12PM and 
the march against OSAP cuts will take 
place from 2-4PM. Register for a spot 
on a bus at msumcmaster.ca/osaprally.

The MSU and OUSA are strong-
ly advocating against the announced 
changes that make university less af-
fordable for students. We will continue 
to meet with government officials to 
discuss student concerns. Students have 
the power to make change. Collectively, 
we are stronger. Whether you choose 
to share your story online, send a letter 
to your MPP, or express your concerns 
through protest, it will become impos-
sible to ignore the student voice. 

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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“I encourage you to speak 
out against these changes 
and express how they will 
impact you.”


