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REPORT 
From the office of the… 

Social Sciences Caucus 

TO:  Members of the Student Representative Assembly 
FROM:  Fawziyah Isah, Shemar Hackett, SRA Social Science 
SUBJECT:  SRA 18N Report 
DATE:  Sunday, February 3rd 2019  
 
 
Hello to Students and Members of the assembly, 
We hope you had a restful winter break, and a productive first month back! 
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
 
Focus Group - Feedback from Social Sciences Students 
 
As noted in our last report, we held a focus group last term to determine how students 
felt about our current advocacy efforts. The event was a success as we got a lot of 
valuable feedback on ways we can improve! A few highlights of what we plan to 
address based on the feedback is finding ways to incorporate social science students 
into our advocacy efforts and increasing their involvement, increasing our opportunities 
for outreach, and having more consistent social media updates. We hope to run a 
similar focus group near the end of our term to see if students have noticed changes as 
well as to pass the information along to the new caucus to build upon our current 
outreach efforts.  
 
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
Joint Office Hours with the MSSS 
 
During first semester we ran weekly office hours with the MSSS, all of which had very 
low student engagement. As a result, we have discussed restructuring how we currently 
hold office hours. We aim to have 2 events per month with a strategic theme as well as 
to discuss our current work during the events. We felt this is the best course of action 
as many students don’t attend office hours as they don't have any specific questions. 
Having more general events will keep students engaged and up-to-date on our current 
advocacy without feeling like they need to prepare before coming out. We hope this 
addresses the issue of low engagement and will keep everyone updated!  



 
Mentorship Program 
 
The mentorship program has been really difficult to organize. Given the time left in the 
semester and financial costs associated with running a series of events, we have found 
this platform point to be more challenging than anticipated. To overcome our current 
issues, we decided not to match mentors and mentees together and instead work on 
creating a community of individuals who can rely on each other for emotional and 
academic support. Matching students at this point in the year would not be effective 
with two and a half months left in the semester, but giving them events to meet one 
another and make new connections is still a possibility. We plan to host bi-weekly 
events starting after reading week. As this was a pilot year, we are noting all of these 
challenges down and will pass this information onto our successors to ensure they have 
events organized from early on in the semester.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
Mentor Event 
 
On February 1st we will be holding our first event with the mentors and mentees! We 
have booked out club space, ordered food and have a series of games organized for 
Friday. This will be our first event for the term and will update everyone on how it went 
during the meeting! 
 
MSSS Fair 
We have been working with the MSSS VP Programming to organize a sort of Social 
Science fair in the atrium of LRW. The aim of this event will be to encourage 
participation from social science students by advertising opportunities and positions 
that they can get involved with/run for this year, and the following academic year. This 
fair will be held in February, details of the event will be posted on our social media 
pages as we finalize the organizing process. 
Instagram: @SRASocialSciences 
 
Office Hour Event 
We are planning to host an outreach event before February reading week to update 
students on our current efforts, as well as encourage students to run for SRA next 
academic year. We hope to be transparent about the role, and answer questions that 
students might have.  
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
 
A major challenge right now would be the time constraints of the new semester. Though 
school has only just started, we have all found it to be very busy already with school 
work, policy papers and other extracurriculars. We continue to look for good ways to 
stay in contact with each other, and host regular caucus meetings.  
 
 
 



SUCCESSES  
Non Compliance with SRA Social Science was a success! Although we had a smaller 
turn out than expected, the feedback we received was beneficial and we hope to apply 
the feedback given! 
 
 
OTHER 
 
Follow us on Instagram! 
@SRASocialSciences 
 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
Fawziyah Isah 
SRA Social Sciences Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
srassci@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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