
Dear members of the SRA, 

 

Below you’ll find an outline of what the Finance Committee has been working on and updates on 

my overall year plan. I look forward to any questions you might have. 

 

PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN: 

 

Throughout the first term, the Finance Committee worked diligently to complete their first 

semester goals. As such, the committee finished all 5 non-MSU services review. The committee 

took particular interest with Incite Magazine and has significant deliberations pertaining to the 

final recommendation. The committee did recommend that Incite is sent to referendum, however, 

the motion failed at the SRA meeting and Incite was sent a list of recommendations for next year. 

Towards the end of the semester, the committee began planning for the Term 2 projects. This 

semester, the committee will be tackling three main projects for the term: 1280/Grind review, 

Compass Review, and a Silhouette review. On top of this, the committee will be working on SLEF 

promotions for they are voting period as well as Financial Transparency Week in March. For the 

1280 review, the committee will be looking into the effectiveness of hiring a promotion and 

marketing coordinator at enhancing 1280’s sales from last year to this year. For the Silhouette 

review, we will be looking into the Silhouettes effectiveness as a unit of the MSU and evaluate 

any opportunity for changes to reduce their annual deficit. Lastly, for the Compass review, the 

Committee plans to evaluate how Compass can adapt to their loss of GO partnership or identify 

an alternative use for space. The Committee has established a timeline for the projects this semester 

and has begun to schedule initial consultations. 

 

Apart from the Finance Committee, I have also been working with other aspects of the MSU. The 

Sponsorship and Donations have been going well. Thus far, we have received a total of 54 

applications totaling $6,389.98 in funding allocation and as such, the fund now sits at 3610.02 to 

be used throughout the remainder of the year. Since my last report, I have gone through the past 

four years of how the funding for Sponsorship and Donations has been allocated to determine if a 

Conference Fund is logical. I evaluated 94 applications and found that of this, 22 went to 

conferences, 41 went to donations and 31 went to sponsorships with conferences receiving the 

lowest in dollars. Ultimately, after discussions with Scott, we decided to not allocate a specific 

amount from the fund specifically for conferences. Rather, I have created two separate application 



forms, one for Sponsorships and one for Donations. This should help eliminate ambiguity for 

applicants as well as make it much easier for the committee when reviewing applications.  

 

The Programming Advisory Committee began meeting in November and planned an end of the 

year survey to collect input from students. We created rave cards and Campus Events Promoted 

the survey on their social media accounts. The survey outreach was not great, we received only 70 

responses from students. Campus Events also ran Instagram Polls to gather students input for 

potential trivia themes, genres of music and artists they would like to see. Again, these were not 

successful. I met with Kathleen from Campus Events to discuss how we can improve this for the 

second semester and she would like to re-evaluate the purpose of this committee as a whole. As 

such, over the next couple of weeks, I plan to sit down with Scott to discuss this committee and 

how it can be improved for the second semester.  

 

The SRA Special Projects Fund continues to be successful, thus far I have received and approved 

applications from Nursing, Kinesiology, Social Science, Health Science, Commerce, Humanities, 

Engineering and Arts, and Science and Science. I have received 16 applications and the fund 

currently sits at $1,951.46.  

 

Another one of my projects for the term has been to sit down with PTM’s to discuss their 2017-

2018 budget and how effective they found it. I have so far sat down with Shineramma, Mac 

FarmStand, MacCycle, and Horizons. I plan to have the rest of my meetings wrapped up before 

reading week. This is to help Scott when establishing the 2019-2019 budget. 

 

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

 

As a committee, things have been going well. We were well prepared heading into this term and I 

think we are all motivated and excited about this semesters projects. Individually, I continue to 

struggle with the Programming Advisory Committee, I have had difficulty navigating certain 

relationships. It is my hopes that since planning has begun earlier into the term this year, we can 

be more effective at gathering students input.  

 

VOLUNTEERS  

 

The Finance Committee is great! With our meetings now at 5:30 pm on Wednesday’s I think 

attendance will be much better and more consistent this term ☺  

 

Thank you for reading this far! I am looking forward to the rest of the year in this role and I’m 

excited to see what else we can accomplish. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Best, 

Alexandrea Johnston  

Associate Vice-President Finance  

avpfinance@msu.mcmaster.ca  

 


