
 

Student Representative Assembly Meeting 18K 
Sunday, November 25, 2018 at 5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH111 
 
 
 

Called to Order at 5:00pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Anderson, Arbess, Benzon, Bertolo, Dominguez Florean, Emmanuel, Epifano, Farah, 
Gandzi, Hackett, Ibrahim, Isha, Lee, MacLean, Oketch, Reddy, Reesor, Robinson, 
Roshan, Salciccioli, Senthillmohan, Shingleton-Smith, N. Singh, Sykes, Trejpal, Villasis, 
Warwani 

Absent Excused:   
Absent Ahmed, Bonk, Epirity, Irfan, Kumaran, S. Singh 
Late  Bishara, Grewal 
Others Present:  Sahil Karnani (MSU Member), Catherine Hu (Incite Magazine), Sabrina Lin (Incite 

Magazine), Kojo Damptey (OPIRG), Katerina Simantirakis (OPIRG), Mohammed 
Aishalalfeh (OPIEG), Ajay Gandhi (FYC Chair), Aisha Sallad (MSU Member), V. Scott 
(Recording Secretary) 

Chair Elizabeth Wong 
 
TERRITORY RECOGNITION 
 

▪ The SRA would like to recognize today that we are situated on traditional Haudenosaunee and 
Anishnaabe territories through the ‘Dish with One Spoon Wampum Treaty’. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Warwani, seconded by Sykes to adopt the agenda, as presented.  
 
Amendment 
Moved by Shingleton-Smith, seconded by Sykes that the Assembly add CASE Report to Report Period.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote to Adopt Agenda 
Moved by Warwani, seconded by Sykes to adopt the agenda, as amended.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ADOPT MINUTES 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Shingleton-Smith to adopt minutes from SRA meetings 18H – October 14, 2018, 
and 18I – October 28, 2018, as circulated.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

▪ The Speaker asked that those at the back please sign the observer’s list. The Speaker asked everyone to 
please clean up after themselves. They reminded the Assembly that if they were planning on being absent 
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to please send an email so that it could be documented properly, and to try and get here earlier than five 
minutes before the meeting starts.  

 
DELEGATION FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Set Parameters 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Anderson to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor numbers 1 and 2 to 
be 15 minutes for presentation, and 10 minutes for questions.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Shingleton-Smith to set parameters for Delegation from the Floor number 3 to 
be 23 minutes for presentation, and 10 minutes for questions.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
1.  OPIRG – Katerina Simantirakis, Mohammed Alshalafeh, and Kojo Damptey presented 
 

▪ OPIRG summarized their presentation.  
 
Questions  

▪ Arbess thanked everyone for coming out and stated that the presentation was excellent. Arbess stated 
that it was amazing how OPIRG adapted to the recent fee cut. Arbess asked about the ‘other 
programming’ budget line being $13,000 and why it wasn’t listed out. Alshalafeh responded that it was 
listed on the budget sheet but there were too many items to fully list, but it includes collaborations with 
other organizations.  

▪ Hackett asked how many paid student positions did OPIRG have. Alshalafeh responded that due to the 
budget cuts they didn’t have any, but over the summer they had two.  

▪ Gandzi asked why the report is saying that they’re carrying over $20,000 but losing $1,000. Alshalafeh 
responded that it was their contingency plan and that they had to reduce staff hours and may have to dip 
into it.  

▪ Farah asked how the relationship was and collaborating with other Indigenous groups on campus.  
Alshalafeh responded that they usually work with MISCA, and the work will happen through them, but it 
wasn’t restricted to that. Alshalafeh added that there was consistent support for the Indigenous 
community. Damptey added that historically OPIRG only supported those reconigzed by Indigenous 
Studies, and they still have connections with that program and continue to have connections through 
staff.  

▪ Robinson asked for the group to speak to ‘making connections week’. Alshalafeh responded that it used 
to be called ‘alternative welcome week’. It’s just for students to get involved and connecting with other 
groups.  

▪ Roshan asked when the part-time student positions open, and where can students find the job 
applications. Alshalafeh responded that there used to be opportunities to work with OPIRG through work 
study, but since funding has been cut OPIRG doesn’t offer the position. They added they weren’t sure if 
there will be anything. Simantirakis stated that summer jobs are advertised on OPIRG’s website and other 
social media.  

 
2.  Incite Magazine – Catherine Hu & Sabrina Lin presented 
 

▪ Hu & Lin summarized the presentation.  
 
Questions  
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▪ Hackett thanked the group for their presentation. They asked if Incite had thought about printing copies 
based on who was interested in the magazine itself instead of printing 1,000 and leaving them across 
campus. Lin responded that it was an interesting idea. Hu stated that making it more available on campus 
would be more open and accessible.  

▪ Sykes asked what benefits Incite sees in print copies instead of electronic. Hu responded that they do 
have an electronic archive online for those who get the physical copy, but not every student goes to the 
website. They stated that having the magazines on the stands provides an opportunity for students to 
value the arts and students in arts.  

▪ Lee asked if $7,500 was the total amount projected per issue pre-tax. Lin responded that it was. They 
added that they had an unprecedented amount of submissions this term, and it was a large volume so the 
group cut down on the number of copies printed. Hu stated that the amount fluctuates each issue.  

▪ Roshan asked how Incite was using the money effectively. Hu responded that the amount per issue was 
based on the average form previous years, and if they have a larger issue then the group publishes less 
copies so that they can continue with the practise of accepting every submission for each issue. Hu added 
that with budgeting their events will be more expensive as they can no longer host them at the art 
museum for free.  

▪ Florean stated that the budget lists that the group received $23,000 but spending $25,000. Florean asked 
for the group to account for that. Hu stated that it was money not used in previous years.  

▪ Oketch asked how students could get involved. Hu responded that they generally hire the exec in the 
summer, and the editorial board in the spring. They explained that they do have one set time in the year 
for students to get involved, but contributions to issues can happen at any time.  

▪ Shingleton-Smith asked how long it takes for all issues to be picked up by students. Hu responded that 
they don’t monitor their stands from week to week, but whenever the next issues go out the older ones 
are gone.  

▪ Isah asked if the group had thought of moving towards and online platform. Hu responded that they 
already have an online platform, but they could promote it more.  

 
Moved by Sykes, seconded by Lee to exhaust the Speaker’s List. 
 

In Favour: 28 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1 
Abstained: Oketch 

Motion Passes 
 

▪ Anderson stated that it doesn’t seem as though the group has anyone dedicated to finance and 
budgeting. Anderson asked if the group thought that this was an important role to have. Hu responded 
that the editorial board collectively oversees the budget. They added that this was something they would 
be open to.  

▪ Sykes asked if the group through of becoming a club to have those MSU benefits, such as room bookings. 
Lin stated that this was something the group was thinking about this year. Hu responded that they would 
be open to it.  

▪ Lee asked if the group had looked into the possibility of advertising to get revenue. Hu responded that 
they had thought about it, but it all comes back to the core values they have for the magazine which was 
no advertising.  

▪ Florean asked what steps the group would be taking to be more financially transparent, currently the 
budget doesn’t emphasize the spending. Lin responded that this was something important to address, 
and that they could create an infographic. Hu responded that they were currently in the process of 
developing an FAQ and that would help give more information.  

▪ Roshan asked how the group acquired the $15,000 surplus. Lin responded that they weren’t sure, as 
funding comes in after they acquire the money. Hu added that they normally get their funds at the end of 
their year instead of the start.  

 
3.  Student Activity Building Update – Robinson presented  
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▪ Robinson summarized the presentation.  

 
Questions  

▪ Senthillmohan asked if there was a washing area for non-binary students. Robinson responded that there 
wasn’t for prayer cleansing, but that those students could use the first or fourth floor.  

▪ Anderson asked why there wasn’t a washroom on the second floor. Robinson stated that there was a 
massive bathroom bank connected to DBAC and they will have an agreement with Ath and Rec to have 
the doors open to the washrooms when DBAC was closed.  

▪ Senthillmohan asked why the washrooms were gendered. Robinson responded that it was a 
recommendation from Interfaith Council.  

▪ Senthillmohan asked Robinson if they could look into the reason why these recommendations were 
made. Robinson stated that they would ask.  

 
REPORT PERIOD 
 
1.  First Year Council – Ajay Gandhi presented 
 

▪ Gandhi summarized the report.  
 
2.  Nursing Caucus – Gandzi presented  
 

▪ Gandzi summarized the report.  
 
3.  Science Caucus – MacLean presented  
 

▪ MacLean summarized the report.  
 
4.  Social Sciences Caucus – Isah presented  
 

▪ Isah summarized the report.  
 
5.  Municipal Affairs Committee – Hackett presented  
 

▪ Hackett summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

▪ Sykes asked why SCSN wasn’t involved the event that was put on. Hackett responded that there was a 
communication error and that SCSN wasn’t able to help out at that time. Hackett stated that they do have 
plans for second semester for something else.  

▪ Florean asked about the landlord rating system and where it was. Hackett responded that they had sent 
an email to the SRA to go online to rate student houses but will send the link again. They stated that they 
didn’t want the system to be public year because the team was still tweaking things before release.  

▪ Florean asked if they will be connecting with SOCS for promoting the landlord rating system. Hackett 
responded that they met with Res Life and OCRC to see what could be done.  

▪ Anderson asked if they though of collaborating with International Student Services as they use off-campus 
housing. Hackett responded that they haven’t thought about it yet because they are still on the backend 
of working out the legal items. They stated that they will be making international students aware of it.  

▪ Florean asked if they were outsourcing the website and paying any fees. Hackett responded that they 
would not be paying fees, and that the owner of the website has run this system at different schools. 
Hackett stated that every website needs revenue, and while they weren’t sure where it was coming from 
they have been assured that the MSU would not be paying for the website.  
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▪ Florean asked if there was any way landlords could look at the reviews and go against them. Hackett 
responded that landlords can go into the site and put their own reviews, but when reviews are left they 
will be screened. They stated that the goal was that they get enough people to leave reviews on that that 
a landlord’s review wouldn’t sway anyone.  

 
6.  University Affairs Committee - Warwani presented 
 

▪ Warwani summarized the report.  
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Robinson that the Assembly recess for 10 minutes.  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Recessed at 7:03pm 
Called back to Order 7:14pm 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Anderson, Arbess, Benzon, Bertolo, Dominguez Florean, Emmanuel, Epifano, Farah, 
Gandzi, Grewal, Hackett, Ibrahim, Isha, Lee, MacLean, Oketch, Reddy, Reesor, Robinson, 
Roshan, Salciccioli, Senthillmohan, Shingleton-Smith, N. Singh, Sykes, Trejpal, Villasis, 
Warwani 

Absent Excused:  Salciccioli 
Absent Ahmed, Bonk, Espiritu, Irfan, Kumaran, S. Singh, Warwani 
Late  Bishara 
Others Present:  Sahil Karnani (MSU Member), Ajay Gandhi (FYC Chair), Aisha Sallad (MSU Member), V. 

Scott (Recording Secretary) 
Chair Elizabeth Wong 

 
7.  Executive Board – Bertolo presented  
 

▪ Bertolo summarized the report.  
 
8.  Vice-President (Administration) – Epifano presented 
 

▪ Epifano summarized the report.  
 
Questions  

▪ Florean asked how they would be managing looking at job descriptions and wage reviews as it would be a 
huge undertaking. Epifano responded that they wouldn’t be going through all of them, but that the 
Operations Coordinator, General Manager, and they will be coming up with a process of what going 
through the job descriptions would look like.  

▪ Florean stated that Epifano was going a really good job and thanked them. Florean asked Epifano if there 
was still money for the Committee Room renovation allocation after furniture expenses. Epifano 
responded that there was still money leftover.  

 
9.  OUSA General Assembly – Bertolo presented 
 

▪ Bertolo summarized the report.  
 
10.  CASE Committee – Shingleton-Smith presented 
 

▪ Shingleton-Smith summarized the report.  
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INFORMATION PERIOD 
 

▪ Sykes reported that they have been working on a project to get students who are internship voting rights. 
They explained that these students would be coming back the following year and would be dealing with 
the results, and that they were currently going through the consulting process by speaking with the 
Administrative Services Coordinator, the Internal Governance Committee, and Elections.  

▪ The Speaker announced that the Elections Department was looking for Assembly members who would be 
interested in participating in highlight reels for SRA General Election promo.  

▪ Bertolo reported that they will be submitting a formal report on the OUSA LobbyCon at the next meeting, 
but that meetings were split up amongst all OUSA schools and they advocated on tuition and OSAP.  

 
QUESTION PERIOD 
 

▪ No questions were asked.  
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
1. Close MSU Seats on Awards Committees 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Hackett that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members to the 
following award committees: 

▪ Honour M (1) 
▪ Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
▪ MSU Merit Scholarship (1) 
▪ J. Lynn Watson (1) 
▪ MSU Spirit (1) 

 
Nominations  

▪ Epifano nominated Aisha Sallad for the J. Lynn Watson Award Committee - accepted 
▪ Sahil *get from Elizabeth previously nominated for Honour M Award Committee - accepted 
▪ Farah nominated Ryan Da Silva for the Rudy Heinzl Award Committee - accepted  

 
Amendment 
Moved by Hackett, seconded by Anderson to amend the motion to read: “Moved by Anderson, seconded by 
Hackett that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members to the following award committees: 

▪ Honour M (1) 
▪ Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
▪ J. Lynn Watson (1)” 

 
▪ Hackett stated that they should strike the MSU Merit and Spirit Award Committee nominations to the 

next meeting as no one was here.  
 
Vote on Amendment  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Vote on Motion  
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Hackett that the Assembly close nominations for MSU members to the 
following award committees: 

▪ Honour M (1) 
▪ Rudy Heinzl Award of Excellence (1) 
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▪ J. Lynn Watson (1) 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 

▪ The following won the MSU Seats on the following Committees by acclamation: 
o Aisha Sallad – J. Lynn Watson 
o Sahil – Honour M 
o Ryan Da Silva – Rudy Heinzl 

 
BUSINESS 
 
1.  Committee of the Whole – OPIRG  
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Sykes that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the 
OPIRG presentation. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Sykes that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to Rise and 
Report. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report 

▪ Robinson reported that the Assembly discussed OPIRG’s presentation and that they were impressed with 
OPIRG’s financial transparency and flexibility, and the introduction of the online opt-out and promotions. 
Robinson added that the Assembly also discussed the changes to the student positions and would like for 
OPIRG to look into more opportunities for paid student positions.  

 
2.  Committee of the Whole – Incite Magazine  
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Sykes that the Assembly move into Committee of the Whole to discuss the Incite 
Magazine presentation. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Senthillmohan that the Assembly move out of Committee of the Whole and to 
Rise and Report. 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
Rise and Report 

▪ Robinson reported that the Assembly discussed Incite’s presentation and that they felt that the budget 
was too vague and that there was a lack of consistency of information of where they were spending their 
money. Robinson reported that the Assembly recommended to create a role in the executive structure to 
be VP Finance or Treasurer to focus on the finances. The Assembly also discussed promotions and how 
they would like to see it be modernized and not just use Facebook.  

 
3.  On-Campus Infrastructure Policy Paper 
 
Moved by Bertolo, seconded by Gandzi that the Assembly adopts the On-Campus Infrastructure Policy Paper, as 
circulated. 
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▪ Bertolo went over the memo with the Assembly.  

 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
4.  Student Engagement & Retention Policy Paper 
 
Moved by Bertolo, seconded by Gandzi that the Assembly adopts the Student Engagement & Retention Policy 
Paper, as circulated. 
 

▪ Bertolo went over the memo with the Assembly.  
▪ Gandzi stated that they worked on this paper and that it was very hard to write, but well researched.  

 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
5.  Tuition & Student Financing in Post-Secondary Education Policy Paper 
 
Moved by Bertolo, seconded by Gandzi that the Assembly adopts the Tuition & Student Financing in Post-
Secondary Education Policy Paper, as circulated. 
 

▪ Bertolo went over the memo with the Assembly.  
 
Vote on Motion  
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
6.   Open one (1) SRA seat on Programming Advisory Committee  
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Hackett that the Assembly open one (1) SRA seat on the Programming Advisory 
Committee. 
 

▪ Robinson went over the Committee’s duties.  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
 
7.  Close one (1) SRA seat on Programming Advisory Committee  
 
Moved by Robinson, seconded by Hackett that the Assembly close one (1) SRA seat on the Programming Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Nominations  

▪ Sykes nominated MacLean – accepted  
 
Vote on Motion 
 

Passes Unanimously 
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▪ MacLean won the SRA seat to the Programming Advisory Committee by acclamation. 

 
TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 
5:00pm 

Council Chambers, GH 111 
 
CALL OF THE ROLL 

Present Anderson, Arbess, Benzon, Bertolo, Bishara, Dominguez Florean, Emmanuel, Epifano, 
Farah, Gandzi, Grewal, Hackett, Ibrahim, Isha, Lee, MacLean, Oketch, Reddy, Reesor, 
Robinson, Roshan, Salciccioli, Senthillmohan, Shingleton-Smith, N. Singh, Sykes, Trejpal, 
Villasis, Warwani 

Absent Excused Salciccioli 
Absent Ahmed, Bonk, Espiritu, Irfan, Kumaran, S. Singh, Warwani 
Late   
Others Present Sahil Karnani (MSU Member), Ajay Gandhi (FYC Chair), Aisha Sallad (MSU Member), V. 

Scott (Recording Secretary) 
Chair Elizabeth Wong 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Moved by Gandzi, seconded by Florean that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

Passes by General Consent 
 

Adjourned at 8:20pm 
 
 
/vs 


