
From the inception of priorities to their 
implementation, the month of Novem-
ber provides the perfect snapshot of the 
student provincial advocacy process. 
Over the weekend, from November 2 
- 4, the MSU hosted the Ontario Un-
dergraduate Student Alliance’s Gen-
eral Assembly, where MSU delegates 
shaped the conversations around the 
organization’s stances on tuition and 
the government’s freedom of expres-
sion directive. Next week, both Ikram 
Farah, MSU President, and I will head 
to Queen’s Park to lobby on the issues 
that matter most to students. 

The Ontario Undergraduate Stu-
dent Alliance (OUSA) is a provincial 
lobbying organization that represents 
the interests of approximately 150,000 
undergraduate students from eight 
student associations across the prov-
ince. As the Vice-President (Education) 
of the MSU, I sit on OUSA’s Steering 
Committee, which oversees the opera-
tions of the organization. The General 
Assembly is the highest governing body 
of OUSA, directing the focus of the Al-

liance and passing the organization’s 
policies, which are documents that out-
line the organization’s advocacy stanc-
es. The General Assembly meets once a 
term at one of the respective campuses 
of the OUSA member schools, to dis-
cuss three policy papers. As an author 
on the tuition policy paper, I pushed for 
OUSA to adopt the stance for a tuition 
freeze this past weekend. Not only is 
this in the best interest of all students, 
who are faced with unaffordable and 
unpredictable tuition rates, but it is also 
an evidenced-based solution, based on 
a similar policy that was successfully 
adopted by the Alberta government. 

Additionally, I advocated for 
OUSA to take a stance on the provin-
cial government’s directive that every 
university campus must implement 
a ‘free speech’ policy or risk losing 
funding. While the SRA unanimous-
ly supported the decision to oppose 
the government’s directive, convincing 
OUSA’s General Assembly was a greater 
challenge. However, after a long debate, 
myself and those who also opposed 
the government’s directive were able to 
sway the majority of delegates to agree 
with us. While many were concerned 
with the impacts of taking a stance, 
it was eventually acknowledged that, 
fundamentally, none of us agreed with 
the directive. As an organization, the 
purpose of OUSA is to represent and 
serve students, not the political party 
currently in power. 

This sentiment was echoed at the 

conference by Andrea Horwath, the 
Leader of the Ontario NDP and the 
Official Opposition, who provided us 
with her insight on the current political 
climate on Saturday night. The leader 
reminded delegates that it is important 
for students to advocate on the issues 
that matter to us as a society, regardless 
of the resistance we might face. 

Next week, Ikram and I will join 
our OUSA counterparts from other 
student associations at Queen’s Park 
to advocate on two main priorities 
drawn from our policy papers. The first 
is preparing graduates for the work-
force. When the government supports 
a high-quality and affordable univer-
sity education, it is an investment in 
students who will use their knowledge 
and innovation to better society. This 
involves asking the government for ad-
equate support of open educational re-
sources and technology-enabled learn-
ing, renewing the tuition framework to 
freeze the cost of tuition, ongoing sup-
port for OSAP, and increasing experi-
ential education opportunities. 

The second priority is building safe 

and heathy campuses. It is important to 
recognize that universities are more 
than just educational institutions, but 
rather large and complex communities. 
For students to be able to succeed aca-
demically, they need adequate support 
for their physical and mental health. 
We will be asking for the government 
to increase sexual violence prevention 
and response efforts, take a holistic 
approach to providing mental health 
support for students, and cover inter-
national students under the Ontario 
Health Insurance Plan. 

 As with all advocacy initiatives, 
the impacts of our advocacy week will 
not be immediately apparent. The re-
cent improvements in the OSAP model, 
labelled “Free Tuition” by the previous 
government, was the result of student 
advocacy efforts over the span of ten 
years. This being the first time we are 
lobbying to the new government, we 
are excited to lay the foundations for 
both student advocacy priorities and 
relationships with our student union 
that student leaders will continue to 
build upon over the government’s term. 

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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“... it is important for stu-
dents to advocate on the 
issues that matter to us as 
a society, regardless of the 
resistance we might face.”

OUSA Steering Committee, left to right: Kathryn Kettle, Matthew Gerritts (above), Peter 
Henen (below), Stephanie Bertolo, Shannon Kelly, Julia Göllner, Beth Lindsay, Munro 
Watters, and Danny Chang, pictured with Andrea Horwath, Leader of the Ontario New 
Democratic Party. Photo C/O Deborah Lam / OUSA.


