
 
Dear Student Representative Assembly, 
 
The Tuition & Student Financing in Post-Secondary Education is one of three policies 
that the Education Department has been working on through the term. As the old policy 
paper was expiring, it was necessary to prioritize revisiting this topic. As well, the OUSA 
paper on Tuition was also just rewritten, giving us the opportunity to work on these 
papers simultaneously, and align our advocacy priorities where appropriate. This is also 
a timely topic as the provincial government’s tuition framework is expiring this year. By 
updating our stances, the MSU is able to communicate its stance to both the provincial 
government and university. The paper makes recommendations about OSAP, which will 
give the MSU guidance as OUSA is rewriting the Student Finical Aid paper in the Winter 
term and strong advocacy points that we can raise to the province.  
 
Sections of the paper include tuition rates, Ontario Student Assistance Program, Tuition 
Tax Credit, Registered Education Saving Plan, Operating Grants, McMaster Tuition 
Payment Process, Scholarships, and Student Access Guarantee. Notable 
recommendations include increased OSAP for students in professional programs, such 
as Engineering and Business, in line with Ikram’s platform point on program-based 
OSAP funding. As well, we recommend that that in the upcoming tuition framework, 
tuition be frozen rather than increasing at 3% or 5% or higher for international students, 
as it is currently set.  
Recommendations throughout the paper are primarily targeted to the provincial 
government and the university. These recommendations will help us advocate for a 
more affordable education for all students. 
 
Thank you to Tereza Zetko, the Advocacy & Policy Research Assistant, who has worked 
tirelessly on researching and facilitating the writing process of this paper. Additionally, 
thank you to the authors on the paper, Jess Anderson, Mitchell Bishara, Maanvi Dhillon, 
Harneet Hothi, Sintu Senthillmohan, and Urszula Sitarz for all your work to make this 
paper a success. 
 
Best, 
 
Stephanie Bertolo 
Vice President (Education) 
vped@msu.mcmaster.ca 
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