
 

Dear Members of the Assembly,  

 

I can’t believe I’m 7 months into my term already. Time is flying by and there are so 

many things I’m still really excited to work on! A decent amount of work has occurred 

since the last time I reported to you all, so my apologies in advanced for the lengthy 

report. Please reach out if you have any questions! 

 

PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN 

 

Presence at Community Meetings 

 

I have been attending the local Ainslie-Wood and Westdale Community Association 

(AWWCA) meetings and recently went to another Hamilton Transit Alliance (HTA) 

meeting. The HTA is a group of individuals from different organizations across Hamilton 

that discuss how to improve and expand transit in Hamilton. Though these meetings can 

be time consuming, I’m constantly being told how nice it is to see the MSU have a 

representative at these meetings. Our presence within the community has been great thus 

far. 

 

Student Engagement with Municipal Advocacy  

 

The first half of this semester was taken over by the municipal election, so this platform 

point still needs some work. The MacVotes campaign was a great way to engage with 

students and keep them informed on current municipal issues. Next semester, I plan to 

make posts on the MSU advocacy social media pages, especially around the time of the 

municipal budget submission, to keep students up to date on my work. I have also  

been contacted by The Silhouette around 4 times this semester and take every opportunity 

I can to talk about the work that I’m doing. The Sil is a great avenue to reach students and 

I’m actively looking for other routes to ensure I’m being transparent with all of the work 

I’m doing! 
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Municipal Budget Submission  

 

It’s almost time for the municipal budget submission! For those that don’t know, last year 

was the first time the MSU submitted budget recommendations to the City of Hamilton. 

It went very well and I’m excited to do so again this year. I have organized the authors 

writing the budget submission and we will be having our brainstorming session by the 

end of the term. The current goal is for everyone to work on the budget from November 

to the beginning of January. We should be finished by the second week of January, as 

long as everything runs smoothly. As of right now, the section in our budget are: 

Employment Opportunities, Student Engagement, Transit 

, Off-Campus Housing, Waste Management and Bylaws and Enforcement. If there is 

anything that you would like to see in our budget submission send me an email and my 

authors and I will look into it! 

 

Municipal Advocacy Week  

 

Another new project that started last year was municipal advocacy week. This is a week-

long lobbying week with councilors and stakeholders within Hamilton and we advocate 

to them on student issues. My committee and I have come up with individuals we would 

like to advocate to. The current date for advocacy week will be the first two weeks of 

February. Contrary to last year, I have decided to spread our lobbying meeting over two 

weeks. This gives us more time to meet with councilors and ensures my committee 

members have the opportunity to attend at least one meeting each. If there are any 

stakeholders within the Hamilton community that you believe we should meet with, again 

please email me and we can look into it. 

 

Landlord Rating System  

 

In my year plan and previous reports, I referred to this as the ‘Landlord Wiki’. The name 

of this has since been changed to ‘Landlord Rating System’. I have asked you all to go on 

the website, sent in an email, and rate your current or previous student house. If you 

haven’t done so as yet, I would really appreciate you doing so now! It would be nice to 

have a few posts on the site prior to students go on the website. In addition, please let me 

know if anything doesn’t work or if the layout isn’t user friendly. The owner of the 

website is always looking for ways to improve.  

 

My committee and I have set a tentative date for the launch of the Landlord Rating 

System, which is Tuesday January 8th, 2019. We will be renting out a room, most likely 

in MUSC, and have snacks for students while they fill out the evaluation of their student 

house! The website also gives users the ability to find houses to rent as well, so it’s a 

great time to launch in January as many students will be looking for off-campus housing. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

Ward 1 Candidates Debate 

 

The debate went very well! The candidates all came up to Stephanie and I afterwards and 

raved about how well written the questions were. The format of the debate was a major 

struggle, as there were 13 candidates to manage, but everything ran smoothly. Big thank 

you to my committee for all of their help. 

 

Information Session events in Residence  

 

As mentioned in my last report, I wanted to hold an event in residence for students on 

where, how and when to vote. I did promote the event on social media and sent out 

emails, but we had very low turnouts to the events. As I was busy preparing for other 

aspects of the campaign, I believe my promo could’ve been significantly stronger. With 

that being said, I did speak to a few students in res about the election so overall it was 

still worth it. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

 

#YesLRT Campaign 

 

As stated in my last report, the current status of the LRT is undetermined. We don’t know 

what the future holds in regard to the LRT, but the MSU is in favor of the project. My 

committee has organized the logistics around what we would want this to look like. We 

haven’t set a date for this campaign as yet, as it may not be needed. We are currently 

reviewing candidates’ stances on the LRT and preparing for a scenario in which we 

would need to lobby City Council to move forward with the LRT. 

 

Maroons First Year Event 

 

Maja, the events coordinator for the maroons, reached out to me to collaborate on an 

event for first years. December-January is when many students begin looking for off-

campus housing. We wanted to hold an event to help students in their search of a best 

student house for them! The event, which is called “House Hunters: Student Edition” will 

be livestreamed through Facebook and students can send in questions before hand or tune 

in and ask them directly. The date of the event will be Tuesday November 27th, 2018! If 

you know any students, specifically first years, who are planning to live off campus, 

please tell them to tune in to get some info! 

 

As this is when many first year begin looking for off-campus housing, they wanted to 

have and event to aid students in their search. We plan to have a live stream that will go 

over important information students need when it comes to renting a house and important 

red flags to look out for when talking to your landlord and viewing the house. We do not 



have a set date and time for the event, but we will soon! We plan to have the event before 

the fall term is over. 

 

TTCriders Campaign 

 

TTC riders is grassroots, advocacy group that advocates to the municipal government in 

Toronto for better transit service. They plan to launch a provincial campaign soon with 

the goal of putting pressure on the Ontario government to honor previous promises for 

better transit and to increase funding commitments for already established transit 

initiatives. We will be partnering with Environment Hamilton and the Hamilton Transit 

Alliance on this campaign and I’ll provide updates in my next report on the next steps, as 

very little is currently known. 

 

Fred Eisenberger and Maureen Wilson 

 

I’m sure you are all aware, but Fred Eisenberger won back his seat as our Mayor and 

Maureen Wilson is now our new Ward 1 City Councilor. Congratulations to them both on 

running a great campaign. I wanted to have an event in second semester inviting them to 

campus to speak to student leaders about their plans for the ward. They have both 

expressed interest in coming in to speak to students which is great! I have planned to 

invite them to an SRA meeting so that they can delegate to the floor and we can 

collectively ask them questions. I felt an SRA meeting would be the best option has we 

have a guaranteed audience for them, rather than attempting to persuade a large number 

of students to attend an event in 1280 to see their Ward 1 Councilor (which would be 

difficult). My committee and I will still promote the event to students and we hope a 

decent amount come out next term! 

 

  

CURRENT CHALLENGES 

 

It’s been a weird period since the election finished. There isn’t much advocacy that can 

be done to the new councilor as they have no power, and I cannot advocate to outgoing 

councilors as they won’t have any power within the next month. For incumbents who 

won their seat, many of them don’t have a vested interest in student issues. I have been 

taken this time to work on smaller projects, organize meetings, plan events for second 

semester and continue our presence at community meetings. Once the new year starts, 

I’m sure things will pick back up again, and this won’t be an issue. 

 

SUCCESSES 

 

Campaigning for the MacVotes was very successful, especially the day of the election. 

There were a few issues with getting volunteers to sign up, but that is understandable as it 

is midterm szn AND the campaign started the week after fall break. Nevertheless, we 

walked a few groups of first years to the polls, had a number of students fill out voter 

amendment forms, and had students ask about job opportunities within the MSU. Thank 

you to my amazing committee for all of the planning you did. Thank you to the Maroons 



for helping us walk students to the polls and hand out voter amendment forms. Major 

shout out to Steph for all of the work and support she gave me throughout this 

campaign!! 

 

That is all this current report. As always, if you have any questions or concerns please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to answer them. Otherwise, see you all Sunday! 

 

 

 

 

 

Best, 

 

Shemar Hackett 

Associate Vice-President: Municipal Affairs 

McMaster Students Union  

avpmunicipal@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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