
On each Tuesday in November, (6, 
13, 20, and 27, respectively) McMas-
ter Hospitality Services has offered to 
lower the sticker price of food items 
by 13%, equivalent to HST. The dis-
count will apply to food sold from any 
of the vendors inside La Piazza in the 
McMaster University Student Centre 
(MUSC). Seeing as Tax Free Tuesdays 
is a platform objective of mine, I am 
excited to see this idea come to life. As 
I communicated during my presiden-
tial campaign, the MSU and University 
need to collectively find more ways to 
address food costs on campus. Tax Free 
Tuesdays is one initiative that aims to 
address the reality of food insecurity. 

The MSU offers immediate food 
support to students through our Food 
Collective Centre and its many pro-
grams, including the food pantry locat-
ed in Bridges, as well as the anonymous 
food support system, Lockers of Love. 
In addition, through our business units 
such as The Grind, Union Market and 
TwelveEighty, the MSU ensures that 
our operations offer the lowest available 

price points, offering students the best 
value on campus for quality and afford-
able food options. I am very proud of 
the work we do on this front. That said, 
I will continue advocating to regulate 
and lower food costs at University-run 
food locations.  

During the student consultation 
process throughout my presidential 
campaign, the cost of food weighed 
heavily on the minds of students as they 
offered perspective on the variety of 
ways I could improve the student expe-
rience. From hearing about the perspec-
tives of students, as well as experiencing 
the issue of high food costs first-hand, 
I acknowledge that campus food is ex-
pensive. Year after year, students have 
heard presidential candidates say that 
they are going to “lower all food pric-
es on campus.” While ideal, it is not all 
that realistic. I have a strong customer 
service background and have worked 
in the food industry in the past. From 
these experiences, I was able to recog-
nize Tax Free Tuesdays as a feasible op-
portunity to move us towards a lower 
overall cost of campus food choices.

For many students, buying food on 
campus is their only option. In com-
municating this fact to my colleagues 
in Hospitality Services, I stressed the 
need that students need a break. Thus, 
Tax Free Tuesdays will provide some fi-
nancial relief.  As a student, I was only 
able to afford university through finan-
cial aid. I am open about the fact that I 
come from a low-income background, 
which is one of the reasons why I am 

personally invested in this project and 
know the importance of affordable food 
options on campus.

In one sense, Tax Free Tuesdays is 
a creative solution which begins to ad-
dress concerns related to the growing 
inaccessibility of both campus food and 
more broadly, to post-secondary edu-

cation. I want to take this opportunity 
to thank Hospitality Services and the 
Director, Chris Roberts for working 
with me on this issue. I value the strides 
we have made thus far on this front and 
I hope it becomes the first in a series of 
continued and deeper conversations 
about food prices at McMaster.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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“Tax Free Tuesdays is one 
initiative that aims to 
address the reality of food 
insecurity.”


