
It is nice to take in the change in the air 
around campus this time of year. The 
leaves are turning a variety of colours, 
people are wearing more layers, and 
Starbucks fall drinks are in full swing. 
In addition to these seasonal changes, it 
is important to take note of some recent 
changes within the MSU.

This year, one of our oldest ser-
vices, formerly known as the Queer 
Students Community Centre, was re-
branded as the Pride Community Cen-
tre (PCC). This involved a number of 
internal changes to the service, all with 
the aim of better representing and sup-
porting the LGBTQ2SI+ community. 
These changes were based on the results 
from a community needs assessment 
that was administered to those who ac-
cess or have accessed the service. 

The PCC will be focusing on com-
munity events and new support groups 
including groups for women who love 
women, men who love men, bi+ peo-
ple, trans people, LGBT PoC, LGBT 
international students, LGBT students 
with unsupportive home lives, and 

LGBT geeks. These support groups 
are facilitated by individuals with lived 
experience and are used as a space to 
build community and a safe(r) space 
for multiple identities. 

Along with new service offerings 
comes a new service space. The PCC 
can still be found in MUSC 221/219, 
now with a newer and brighter aesthet-
ic. Renovations were made to make the 
space more accessible and welcoming 
for users. Additionally, there is now a 
dual space setup where users can opt to 
use the space in a public or more private 
manner. Members of the LGBTQ2SI+ 
community are welcome to pop by the 
space to receive support and resources 
or can choose to hang out and chat with 
volunteers. 

Students can catch the PCC in 
action during their annual Mac Pride 
Week campaign. Mac Pride Week is 
designed to celebrate and hold space 
for the diversity within LGBTQ2SI+ 
communities at McMaster University. 
This year, the service aims to continue 
the tradition with a week of events from 
October 29 to November 2, featuring 
collaborations with Diversity Services, 
Maccess, and the Student Health Edu-
cation Centre. 

Something unique to this year is 
the wide range of programming for 
LGBTQ2SI+ folks and their allies. The 
PCC created initiatives that welcome all 
students, along with a number of closed 

events to create space for students 
within specific communities, such as 
the Discussion Series on November 1. 
The diverse schedule includes group-
based discussions, an alumni mixer, the 
always popular Pride Rally, a coffee-
house, and a drag show. 

Mac Pride Week 2018 exempli-
fies the positive changes and growth 
experienced by the newly rebranded 

service. Those involved with the PCC, 
including both users of the service and 
volunteers, have shown their support 
for the recent changes and have worked 
diligently to ensure the service contin-
ues to thrive.

I encourage students to keep up to 
date with the Pride Community Centre 
online at msumcmaster.ca/pride and 
follow the service on social media.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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“Mac Pride Week is de-
signed to celebrate and 
hold space for the diver-
sity within LGBTQ2SI+ 
communities at McMas-
ter University.”

Monday October 29

*Navigating Healthcare while Trans

MUSC 230 | 3:30pm–4:30pm

A discussion of how trans and gender diverse individuals 
navigate the health care system, and the barriers that exist 
for both routine and specialized care. This event is closed to 
trans folks.

Meet LGBTQ2SI+ alumni, learn about their time at Mac, 
where they are now, receive expert wisdom, and enjoy 
some free food.

Alumni Mixer

TwelvEighty Bar & Grill | 7:00pm–9:00pm

Tuesday October 30

Resistance & Existence: PoC, Pride, & Police

LRW, Room 2001 | 2:30pm–4:30pm

This interactive event will centre around a 
guided exploration of the relationship between 
LGBTQ+ folks and the police across history and 
during the present.

Sign making starts at 12:30pm, and speakers and cheers 
start at 1:30pm.

Wednesday October 31

Pride Rally!!!

Mills Plaza | 12:30pm–2:30pm

Thursday November 1

*Discussion Series

MUSC 224 | 11:30am–2:30pm

A series of LGBTQ2SI+ centered discussions. These 
discussions are closed to LGBTQ2SI+ folks, and the first 
discussion is closed to LGBTPoC.

Join us at The Grind for a fun evening of student talent. You 
can sign up at our Google Form!

Coffeehouse

The Grind | 7:00pm–9:00pm

Friday November 2

*Sex Ed: Pride Edition

MUSC 206/207 | 1:30pm–3:30pm

This will be an LGBTQ+ sex ed and relationships 
seminar, covering all the things your high school class 
probably didn't. Come learn about sexual health with us! 
This event is closed to LGBTQ2SI+ folks.

First 20 students with a valid student card get in free. If 
you're interested in signing up, you can find an email at the 
Facebook page for the event.

Drag Show

You Better Drag - Open Stage Drag Show [Sous Bas]
Doors at 10:00pm | $5 cover

All the Colours of the
Rainbow: LGBTQ2SI+ PoC
yesterday, today, and
tomorrow

11:30am–12:30pm

Does the rainbow have a
ramp? The intersection of
LGBTQ2SI+ and disabled
identities

12:30am–1:30pm

So what now? Being
LGBTQ2SI+ in the current
political climate

1:30am–2:30pm

*Closed
event
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