
INTRO AND BACKGROUND
The Interfaith Council was given an updated operating policy at SRA Meeting 17O this past 
February. This year, the council has held a number of meetings, planned some preliminary 
events, and has begun to generate dialogue between various religious, cultural, spiritual and 
Indigenous groups on campus.

MEETINGS SUMMARY 
The Interfaith Council has held two meetings so far, both with solid attendance. The first 
meeting of the year was held on August 30th. At this meeting, the council reviewed its 
operating policy and general obligations, ran some icebreakers for everyone to meet each 
other, and brainstormed ideas for an Interfaith Council event in the mid-late autumn. 
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend this meeting due to my summer leave of absence, 
however it supposedly had a high degree of attendance and was enjoyed by all.

The second meeting this year was held on October 15th. At this meeting, representatives from 
the Hindu Students Association, Hillel (Jewish Students Association), CISSA (Cooperative of 
Indigenous Studies Students and Alumni), COCA (Christian Orthodox Campus-Ministry 
Association), and Power to Change were present, along with Andy Crowell, McMaster 
University’s Ecumenical Chaplain. At this meeting, the council continued to brainstorm ideas 
for joint events, and each representative had a turn to update and invite the others on the 
upcoming events and initiatives within their clubs.

Interfaith Council meetings are run by Mijia Murong, the director of MSU Diversity Services, 
and Maxwell Lightstone, a community member and graduate student at McMaster. The next 
meeting is scheduled for the first week of November (exact date/time to be determined).

UPCOMING EVENTS AND INITIATIVES
At both meetings, the council expressed interest in becoming more involved in Student Activity 
Building consultation, specifically with respect to prayer spaces and other religious facilities. It 
is recommended that those who are on the SAB Ad-Hoc committee approach the Interfaith 
Council for consultation on designing these areas of the building.

At the October 15th meeting, the Interfaith Council discussed potential action on the Quebec 
religious symbols law, which would heavily restrict outward displays of religion if passed. Action 
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on the issue was postponed for the time being, until the legislation progresses further. If it 
does, a statement will likely be released by the council and further discussion will ensue.

As mentioned previously, the Interfaith Council has floated many ideas for independent events 
open to all (i.e. not tied to any particular group on the council). A cultural art exhibit and/or 
coffeehouse seemed to be very popular event ideas. More details on this (and invites!) will 
come soon. As with any MSU service or initiative, it would be great if the SRA Facebook pages 
and MSU general social media could share any future Diversity Services posts when 
requested by either a member of the council, myself, or Mijia.

Also at the October 15th meeting, the council expressed interest in asking McMaster University 
to re-evaluate their smudging protocol, allowing all religious, cultural, spiritual and Indigenous 
groups to use fire for ceremonial/religious purposes within reason.

CONCLUSION
The council would love to hear from the SRA and the entire student body, so if you have any 
suggestions, questions or concerns, please reach out to either myself or Mijia Murong 
(diversity@msu.mcmaster.ca).

Best,

Josh Arbess
SRA Engineering - McMaster Students Union
arbessj@mcmaster.ca


