
 
Time flies! It feels like we were just having our first meeting last week, but we’re already 
halfway through the first term. As school has ramped up, so have my projects and the work I’ve 
been doing to make sure my platform points are achieved. At the same time, I’ve found that being 
a one person caucus can be quite a challenge, so while things are going well, the road is a little 
bumpy at times.  
 
PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  
 
I mentioned in my past report that ArtSci applications will be name blinded moving forward. I’m 
hopeful that it’ll be done in time for the incoming cohort, but I’m in the dark on the progress of 
this project given that it has to be done by our administration. I’ve been following up with them 
quite consistently, but all I know for now is that it is currently happening, and that they’re hopeful 
it’ll be done for this year. I plan to attend my Director’s office hours this Friday (after the report 
is due but before our meeting) to get a little more insight on how far along the project is and what 
the timeline will look like.   
 
Engagement with ArtScis has also increased significantly. I didn’t end up running a contest in 
September because I realized it didn’t make much sense given that there had been a lot of SRA 
exposure in the first month of school, so I’m pushing that for a more down-time of the year 
(likely November). The ArtSci World of Work planners were hired fairly late, so I’ll be reaching 
out to them soon to talk about my platform point on collaborating for faculty events. My 
podcasted courses campaign is also on hold for now because I’ve been in discussions with our 
ArtSci administration as well as working on this platform point through University Affairs.  
 
I realized that my year plan likely requires some shuffling around. After entering the role, and 
seeing how my projects align with other folks in the SRA/on the University Affairs committee, I 
have a much better grasp on how to navigate my priorities and make my projects come to life.  
 
PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
It’s been a really busy two months! At the beginning of the school year, I reached out to Dr. 
Susan Giroux, the Vice-Provost. She oversees the Arts and Science program, and we’ve been 
meeting almost bi-weekly to discuss some systemic problems within the program and how to go 
about bettering the experience for students. We’ve made a lot of great progress, and I’m very 
grateful for how understanding, validating, and responsive Dr. Giroux has been. There should 
definitely be improvements in the next few months on how ArtSci responds to mental health and 
student academic advising needs.  
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In the past month, I also held an Office Hours/Freedom of Speech discussion in the ArtSci 
lounge. I’d like to give a little shoutout to Dr. Wilson, our program director, for letting me use the 
space so last minute. We had about fifteen to twenty really engaged students either drop by 
during the office hour or send me a message with their feedback on the guidelines released by the 
university. There were also a few people who dropped by to discuss my platform, so that was 
definitely great to see! We had really great discussions, and I sent what students said to Ikram. 
Overall, it seems that the ArtSci perspective is that there is no need for a formalized Free Speech 
policy.  
 
One of my platform points was increasing MSU/SRA engagement within ArtSci. Recently, I’ve 
been sending email blasts to all the ArtScis for any important updates (for example, I’ve sent two 
about the Municipal Election), and I include little things like advertising 1280’s Music Nights and 
recommending food items to grab while they’re there. These have been really effective, and I’ve 
had several ArtScis reply to my emails thanking me for them. I’m going to continue these, but 
another exciting update is that we managed to secure a space in our lounge specifically for 
MSU/SRA updates. Angel (my SRA observer) and I will keep this board updated with 
opportunities and news. This has been really great because of how many ArtScis go through this 
space daily!  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  
 
In the upcoming weeks, my main priority is discussing midterm planning strategies for the Winter 
term and reaching out to Social Sciences to see the feasibility of including ArtScis as one of the 
faculties who can book/use rooms in LR Wilson. The challenges with both these tasks is that they 
are advocacy based, rather than physical events, so it’s a lot of waiting on other people. In 
addition, I’ll be reaching out to the ArtSci World of Work forum planners to offer my support and 
see if there are ways we can improve the event! I also hope to begin formulating a website 
revamp strategy that I can then present to our Faculty society, so we can improve “sassweb.”  
 
CURRENT CHALLENGES  
 
Being a one person caucus is really difficult. If it wasn’t for my official observer, I don’t know 
how many tangible changes or strong advocacy efforts I would actually be able to make this year. 
This has been especially hard with things ramping up with the Education Team this past month, 
and University Affairs projects in full gear. This has pushed some of my projects to be a little 
later than I expected. To make up for that, I’ve been trying to continuously engage my 
constituents which has definitely been working.  
 
Another challenge has been communicating with my faculty society. I have class at the same time 
as their bi-weekly meetings. This challenge is mitigated by the fact that Angel is able to attend 
these meetings, but I really would have liked to engage face to face once in a while. Thanks to 
Angel, we also recently realized that our Faculty Society doesn’t have a VP Academic. She’ll be 
bringing that up in the next Faculty Society meeting so we can ensure to have representation at 
the Academic Affairs Council Meetings.   

 
SUCCESSES  
 
The Official ArtSci SRA Observer, Angel, has been incredible. She’s so active and helpful, and 
she’s always willing to step in and take on tasks when there’s a lot on my plate. She truly keeps 
me afloat and I’m so grateful that she’s there to help out. It’s wonderful that we also happen to be 
really passionate about the same things, so it makes our advocacy really strong!  



 
The other success has been our continued advocacy through Dr. Giroux as well as our small 
accomplishments like engagement during Office Hours, and our new SRA Bulletin Board.  
 
OTHER 
 
I was interviewed by the Sil recently about ArtSci moving towards name-blinded applications so 
I’m really excited for that article to come out!  
 
That’s all from me for now. As always, my inbox is always open for questions, comments, 
concerns, or feedback!  
 
Yours Truly, 

 
Tasneem Warwani 
SRA Arts and Science Caucus Leader 
McMaster Students Union 
sraartsci@msu.mcmaster.ca 
 


