
The purpose of the MSU is to 
draw into a true society all stu-
dents at McMaster University. 
One pillar essential to this mis-
sion is the facilitation of commu-
nication between the MSU, the 
University, and the student body. 
The State of the Union is intend-
ed to communicate a compre-
hensive perspective on the busi-
ness and operations conducted 
within the realm of the MSU. The 
MSU operates in various capaci-
ties, and its accomplishments are 
often ongoing, stretching beyond 
the scope of a single year. The im-
plementation and actualization 
of great ideas often manifests 
over a period of time, and can be 
more significant in their impact 
as a result. As such, a close anal-
ysis is required in order to fully 
grasp and understand the im-
mense impact the organization 
has on student life both on and 
off campus. 

In the last five years, the Mc-
Master Students Union was in-
strumental in: 
• Advocating for the expansion of 
the OPPP for Indigenous students 
• Advocating for the expansion 
of OSAP for all students
• The creation, with campus part-
ners, of Light Up the Night 
• Negotiating and establishing a 
fee through referendum that will 
create a new Student Activity 
Building and fitness expansion 
• Introducing a student value 
menu via Paradise Catering 
• Advocating for a $45.5 million 
provincial contribution towards 
the creation of the L.R. Wilson 
Building 
• Transit enhancements via LRT 
and HSR implementation by 
Ontario and the City of Hamilton 
respectively 
• Increased funding and support 
to all 300+ clubs at McMaster 
University 
• Creating, developing, and 
launching: Mac Farmstand, 
Women and Gender Equity Net-
work (WGEN), Peer Support 
Line (PSL), Spark, and redevel-
oped First Year Council (FYC) 
• Advocating for the creation 
of Fall Break (October Reading 
Week) 
• Enhancing Homecoming, by 
facilitating multiple concerts and 
hosting Hoco Expo with partners
• Generating infrastructure up-
grades in the McMaster Univer-
sity Student Centre 
• Implementing all gender wash-
rooms across campus 

This year, some of the key de-
velopments under the McMaster 
Students Union that aim to im-
prove student life and increase 

space on-campus include: 
• Launching the Caring Com-
munities Network in partner-
ship with Student Affairs and 
the Student Wellness Centre to 
support local health and wellness 
initiatives on campus
• Remaining transparent and 
connected with the student body 
through events such as MSU Open 
House and Presidents’ Town Hall

• Adding Community Engage-
ment as a Strategic Theme to bet-
ter integrate first-year students 
into the Hamilton community 
and strengthen neighbourhood 
relations
• Establishing The Grind Café 
via a remodeling of an under-uti-
lized section of TwelvEighty, pro-
viding students with the most 
affordable premium coffee on 
campus, along with a range of 
crêpes and gourmet pastries 
• Gathering feedback from over 

3000 students through focus 
groups, surveys, videos, and 
in-person pop-up sessions to 
shape the upcoming Student Ac-
tivity Building and Pulse fitness 
expansion 
• Creating Life After Mac in 
partnership with the Alumni As-
sociation and the Student Success 
Centre, replacing Frost Week 
with a week of programming 
aimed at supporting graduating 
students
• Developing a municipal budget 
submission to the City of Ham-
ilton to influence the 2018/2019 
operating budget for the first time
• Running a successful campaign 
to advocate for and educate on 
Open Educational Resources

The Board of Directors hopes 
the State of the Union accurately 
depicts the range of voices, initia-
tives, challenges, and accomplish-
ments that define the role of the 
MSU. To access the document, 
visit the homepage of msumc-
master.ca. We welcome feedback 
and conversations, and are always 
open to meeting to discuss this 
document, political advocacy ef-
forts, or student life in general.

The President’s Page is a space sponsored and used by the McMaster Students Union (MSU) 
Board of Directors (BoD) to communicate with the student body. It functions to highlight the 
Board’s projects, goals, and agenda for the year, as well as the general happenings of the MSU.
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