
The idea for the newly 
opened Grind café came from 
trying to address two current 
issues: the availability of afford-
able food on campus, combined 
with the lack of available study 
and lounge space. Located in-
side TwelvEighty, one can enter 
The Grind to the right, just down 
the steps from Union Market in 
MUSC.

 As anyone who has ever 
spent time in MUSC can attest, 
there is not enough space for 
students to simply sit down and 
eat. While there are multiple new 
buildings on the horizon, there 
are still numerous cohorts that 
will face congested lounge spac-
es, eateries, and libraries. More-
over, cafés are becoming increas-
ingly popular places in which 
to lounge and study. The Grind 
aims to give students more af-
fordable food options, while pro-
viding additional space to study 

or relax between classes. 
The price points for food 

and beverages at The Grind were 
designed with value and afford-
ability in mind. The café offers a 
range of sweet and savory crêpes, 
with almost the entire menu un-
der $7. A popular sweet crêpe is 
the Hazelnut & Banana for $5.99, 
with Nutella, sweet mascarpone 
cream cheese and fresh bananas. 
On the savory side, a favourite is 
the Grilled Veg & Goat Cheese 
with freshly grilled vegetables 
and an herb goat cheese spread 
for $6.99. In addition to crêpes, 
The Grind offers the best pre-
mium coffee prices on campus, 
with most beverages under $3. 
The freshly ground, handcrafted 
cappuccino can be purchased for 
$2.45, while a latte of the same 
genesis is only $2.95. In addition, 
there is an assortment of other 
premium coffees and herbal teas. 
Students can grab a coffee and 
crêpe to go, but are welcome to 
stay for a while to study and eat. 

 The initial proposal for the 
café was brought forward in May 
when the 2017-2018 Board of 
Directors took office. Working 
with the Student Representative 
Assembly, the TwelvEighty man-
agement team, and Facility Ser-
vices, a budget to build the café 
was approved and an architect 
was hired to manage the con-
struction.  Starting in the sum-
mer, consultation with student 
focus groups took place to get 
a sense of the type of food and 

features students were looking 
for in a new café space. It was 
very in-depth, with input  gath-
ered from students regarding 
lighting, plugs, seating, and the 
overall aesthetic of the space, as 
well as food offerings, to ensure 
this was a space that the campus 
commujnity would enjoy. More-
over, student feedback was also 
gathered throughout the café’s 
training period, wherein data 

was collected to assess affordable 
prices for the various crêpe and 
coffee options on the menu. 

The Grind was created in re-
sponse to student needs, namely 
the lack of study space and the 
desire for more affordable food 
options on campus. Given the 
quality of the food, the great val-
ue at which it is presented, and 
the atmosphere therein, I am 
certain The Grind will impress. 
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In addition to crêpes, 
The Grind offers the 
best premium coffee 
prices on campus.


