
The harder you look, the more 
you see that things on our cam-
pus are drastically changing. In 
the last couple of years, there 
have been significant changes to 
curriculum, combined with the 
introduction of new programs 
and a transformation of teach-
ing pedagogy.  We have seen the 
establishment of new buildings, 
the advancement of learning 
technology, and investments in 
student infrastructure. There has 
been an increased effort by the 
University to indigenize, and to 
focus on interdisciplinary learn-
ing. Moreover, support for inter-
national students has expanded, 
in addition to an increased de-
mand and delivery of student 
services. 

 I have been at town halls all 
over campus for various facul-
ties, and they were always met 
with enthusiasm. Students want 
to have their questions both 

heard and answered. Students 
are concerned about space on 
our campus, the price and avail-
ability of food options, and the 
lack of functional outlets on our 
campus. We are worried about 
mental health supports, podcast-
ed course availability, and ac-
cessibility of our campus spaces. 
We desire more flexible program 
structures, more course offer-
ings, and the freedom to explore 
our diverse academic interests. 
We want a safe and secure cam-
pus. We would like McMaster to 
continue to strive for an inclu-
sive campus with a strong sense 
of community. I am pleased that 
great strides have been taken in 
this direction. It is essential for 
presidents to remain connected 
with students, so we can under-
stand how far we have come, and 
where we have yet to go.

 If not met with a level of inten-
tionality, the role of the president 
can prove difficult and isolating. 

We may seem too far away, iso-
lated, or removed from the daily 
experience of students.  We begin 
to speak policy and are some-
times removed from the impact 
our decisions have on the com-
munities we serve. This is why we 
are coming to you, on your time, 
through an open town hall. There 
will be presentations from myself 
and Dr. Patrick Deane, President 
of McMaster University. We want 

to understand the academic ex-
perience, the cultural and po-
litical climate, as well as the op-
portunities and challenges facing 
you and the communities from 
which you identify. In order to 
improve, we must hear the differ-
ent perspectives and opinions of 
students. We are open to specific 
questions, critical commentary, 
and general comments on how 

we can do better. The town hall 
will not be scripted or curated. 
We will be providing students the 
opportunity to ask questions, and 
have their questions answered.  I 
hope you take some time out of 
your busy lives and schedules to 
attend. The town hall will be in 
Gilmour Hall 111 from 3 – 4:30 
pm on February 15. Free food 
will be provided, but I trust you 
will come for the conversations.

Our commitment to open-
ness, transparency and student 
engagement is ongoing. The town 
hall is another step we are taking 
to ensure students understand 
what the MSU does, and how we 
work to support and advocate on 
their behalf. I do hope you are 
able to take advantage of this op-
portunity and ask the important 
questions of us.
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In order to improve, we must hear the different 
perspectives and opinions of students


