
Do you have an idea that will help im-
prove student life at McMaster? Have 
you ever caught yourself walking 
around campus thinking about some-
thing that would benefit the student ex-
perience for Marauders? This week, we 
opened the idea submission portal for 
the Student Life Enhancement Fund to 
give students the chance to have their 
ideas come to fruition

The Student Life Enhancement 
Fund, otherwise known as SLEF, is a 
joint collaboration between the Mc-
Master Students Union and McMaster 
University. Each year, close to $100,000 
is allocated to fund new projects with 
the aim of enhancing the McMaster 
student experience and benefiting the 
student body. All full-time undergrad-
uate students are eligible to submit their 
ideas - no idea is too big or too small 
to be considered for funding through 
SLEF. After being vetted by a joint com-
mittee of MSU and University partners, 
viable ideas are then brought forward 
for a vote amongst students. The ideas 
that receive the most votes are then al-

located funding to become a reality.
SLEF is a direct representation of 

students being able to turn their ideas 
into meaningful action. You don’t have 
to be involved in student politics, be 
connected to your faculty society or put 
yourself out there publicly to have an in-
fluence on the student experience - you 
can simply submit your ideas to SLEF. 
Over the years, SLEF has provided seed 
capital and financial support to student 
submitted ideas that have served to im-
prove the student experience at McMas-
ter for thousands of Marauders. 

Some of the ideas which have re-
ceived funding in recent years include:

• The Refresh Nap Lounge on 
the 3rd floor of MUSC

• Phone charging stations across 
campus

• The outdoor fitness circuit 
across from Les Prince Hall

• The huge new screen in the 
MUSC atrium

• 3D printers in Mills Library
• Campus gardens and wildlife 

zones

This year, student representatives 
of the MSU Finance Committee are 
organizing a promotional campaign to 
engage more students in the SLEF pro-
cess. Student volunteers will be at tables 
across campus and online content will 
be circulated to encourage students to 
submit their ideas. With more students 
engaged in the process and more ideas 
submitted, our hope is that the resulting 
vote at the end of the year will produce 
amazing projects to improve McMaster 
University for generations of students.

 SLEF is now taking submissions 

for ideas to help enhance student life 
and student services on campus. The 
online SLEF portal will be open from 
October 18 to November 7 for students 
to submit their ideas. After ideas are 
narrowed down by the joint MSU and 
University committee, students will 
have a chance to vote on ideas they 

want to see funded, when the online 
voting portal opens in late January. To 
submit an idea, all students need to do 
is write a short paragraph describing 
the idea via enhance.mcmaster.ca. I am 
excited to see what student-led ideas 
the Student Life Enhancement Fund 
will help turn into a reality this year.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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“No idea is too big or too 
small to be considered for 
funding through SLEF.”


