
On Friday, September 14, the Board of 
Directors was joined by our partners 
within the University to celebrate the  
groundbreaking of the upcoming Stu-
dent Activity Building, as well as the 
expansion of the Pulse and new fitness 
space. Construction will begin in Oc-
tober and is expected to continue until 
the building opens in the fall of 2020. 

This project was initiated when the  
2014-15 Board of Directors engaged 
the University’s administration in the 
hopes of creating more space for the 
non-academic passions of students. 
Shortly thereafter, the Office of Student 
Affairs and the Athletics & Recreation 
department expressed their own space 
considerations to the working group. 

This visioning process continued 
when the 2016-17 Board began the 
charge of negotiations with the Univer-
sity and lead the referendum campaign 
to secure funding for the project. Two 
referenda took place in early 2017: the 
first in January was unsuccessful and 
led to further negotiations wherein Mc-
Master University agreed to put forth 

an additional $10 million towards the 
project. In March, students were asked 
to make a decision that would affect 
future generations of Marauders. In 
this special referendum, they voted to 
approve the funding structure for an 
expansion of student focused space. 
Since that time, the MSU has worked 
diligently to ensure that the promises 
made during the referendum campaign 
are fulfilled.

The 2017-18 Board was tasked 
with choosing an architect for the proj-
ect, consulting with students to design 
the functional program of the building, 
and finalizing the schematic design. 
Finally, this year’s Board is leading a 
consultation campaign for students to 
have input on the interior design on the 
building. Moreover, this group will en-
sure construction begins on schedule, 
and will design the operational struc-
ture for the building. 

When the building opens in the 
fall of 2020, the project will have passed 
through numerous iterations of the 
MSU Board of Directors. This multi-
part addition to campus represents col-
laboration between different partners 
and year-to-year dedication within the 
MSU in the interest of students.

The Student Activity Building will 
include features such as two 24/7 multi-
faith prayer rooms, a grocery store, un-
programmed lounge and social spaces, 

a nap room, a community kitchen, and 
bookable event spaces for clubs and stu-
dent groups. The ideas for these spaces 
came from years of student consultation 
campaigns and are designed to ensure 
the expectations of students are met.

Parallel to this project has also been 
the expansion of the Pulse and fitness 
space in DBAC. In that same March 
2017 referendum, students voted for an 
increase to the Athletics & Recreation 
Activity and Building Fees. This has 
resulted in a plan to double the size of 
the Pulse, construct an additional rec-
reation gym, create a women-identify-
ing only fitness area, add a bouldering 
area in the Pulse, and renovate existing 
fitness spaces in DBAC. 

It is important to highlight the in-
credible partnership between the MSU  
and the University that has allowed for 
this project to come to fruition. Since 
     

     
 

the referendum, we have worked collab-
oratively with the office of Student Af-
fairs and their department of Athletics 
& Recreation, to design these spaces and 
push the construction forward. Addi-
tionally, McMaster Facility Services has 
helped greatly by coordinating the archi-
tectural design process and spearhead-
ing the construction process. Together, 
we are incredibly excited for the oppor-
tunities the new spaces will provide.

As mentioned before, one of the 
projects for this year is making specif-
ic choices regarding the interior design 
of the Student Activity Building. There 
is currently a survey open online for 
students to submit their thoughts and 
feedback to the consultation commit-
tee. Filling out the survey is an easy and 
valuable way to shape the future of the 
Student Activity Building. Visit www.
msumcmaster.ca to complete the survey.

The President’s Page is a 
space sponsored and used 
by the McMaster Students 
Union (MSU) Board of 
Directors (BoD) to com-
municate with the student 
body. It functions to high-
light the Board’s projects, 
goals, and agenda for the 
year, as well as the general 
happenings of the MSU.
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 “The ideas for these spac-
es came from years of 
student consultation cam-
paigns and are designed to 
ensure the expectations of 
students are met.”

Pictured at the ceremonial groundbreaking on September 14, 2018 from left to right: 
John McGowan (MSU General Manager), Mark Alfano (Associate Director, Athletics & 
Recreation), Scott Robinson (VP Finance), Sean Van Koughnett (Associate Vice-President 
[Students and Learning] and Dean of Students), Ikram Farah (President), Stephanie Bertolo 
(VP Education), Kristina Epifano (VP Administration).


