
 

Dear Members of the Assembly,  

 

This is my first report of the year and I’m excited to tell everyone what I’ve been 

up to for the past few months. It went from being a somewhat slow period in the summer 

to a very steep upward hill once school started. Balancing school and AVP work is more 

work than anticipated, but I’m very grateful for the support I have from those around me! 

If anyone is interested in municipal advocacy and the other projects I’m doing, please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to go over some stuff with you! Also, my committee meetings 

are from 3:30-4:20 on Tuesdays and the more the merrier. I would love to see more of 

your faces on my committee, so please come on out anytime! Enjoy my report! 

 

PROGRESS ON YEAR PLAN  

 

Landlord Licensing  

 

Earlier during the summer Terry Whitehead, City Councilor for Ward 8, asked for 

the MSU’s official stance on landlord licensing. For context, Terry is the chair of the 

Rental Housing Sub-Committee. On September 27th a motion was brought forward to the 

committee with the following 3 options for rental housing: 1) increased education for 

tenants, 2) a registry for landlords and 3) a landlord licensing pilot. The committee voted 

in favor of the Landlord Licensing project (yay) and it will be brought to council within 

the next few meetings. To be clear, the Rental Housing Subcommittee is just a sub 

division of the Planning committee; in other words, just because it was passed at this 

stage, it does not mean this project will immediately come into effect. The motion will 

still need to be brought to council and be voted on, but this is a big step in the right 

direction! 

 

Door Hangers  

 

Over the summer Stephanie and I began working on Door Hangers to distribute to 

students living off campus. Many students aren’t aware of their rights as tenants and who 

to call when they are going through problems with their landlord. We worked with the 

University and the City on this project and the Door Hangers have been made (I attached 

a picture below)! I have been trying to organize volunteers to distribute them, but 
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engagement has been low.  Not a lot of people signed up, so I cancelled the distribution 

date that was supposed to happen around a week ago. We plan to give them out while 

tabling for the municipal election and find alternative ways, on campus, to hand them out 

for now until we can organize another day that works with volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Municipal Election 

 

The municipal election is around the corner!! On October 22nd students will have 

the opportunity to elect a new Mayor, City Councilor and School Board Trustee. The past 

two months have been quite busy preparing for the election, but I’m very excited to 

quadruple our voter turnout in this election!! The Ed Team will be tabling in MUSC from 

the 15th-19th where we will be giving out lawn signs, rave cards, polling information and 

promoting the MacVotes website. In regard to specific events being held for the election, 

I discuss that below under the upcoming events section of my report. 

 

 One thing to note, that has been discussed before is getting a polling station on 

campus. A few candidates have been pushing to get a station on campus and we support 

their initiative and dedication to getting students out to vote. Stephanie and I met with 

representatives from the elections department within the City of Hamilton and advocated 

for a satellite poll on campus. A satellite poll is a station in which anyone, regardless of 

what ward you live in, can vote in that one poll. The City said they could not get us a 

station on campus because they did not have the technology for a satellite poll and they 

were already having issues staffing their regular polls. While we do believe a poll on 

campus would be great, we still believe we can engage first years to get them to vote 

regardless of whether or not there is a station on campus. 

 

PAST EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Meeting with Angela  

 

Recently I met with Angela Storey, who is the Manager of Programs for 

Environmental Services in Public Works. The purpose of our meeting was to find best 

practices between the City and students’ moving forward. A few takeaways from the 

meeting is that they expressed interest in having a booth at sidewalk sale, clubs fest 

and/or west fest (if done again) for next year! They agree that more can be done to 

educate students on current bylaws when it comes to waste management. They also 

discussed the possibility of giving the MSU green garbage tags to distribute to students. 

For those who don’t know, you are only allowed one bag (or one bin) of garbage on 

garbage day. Any additional garbage needs a green tag on it. They realize that students 

are having problems when it comes to garbage and are interested in partnering with us on 

creating an educational campaign on waste management for second semester. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS, PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

Ward 1 Candidates Debate  

 

We will be holding a Ward 1 Candidates Debate in MUSC atrium on Tuesday 

October 16th from 2-4. Currently all 13 candidates have registered to attend the debate, so 

it will be a jam-packed event with a series of targeted questions on the candidate’s 

platforms and current student-centered issues. I encourage you all to attended, even if it is 

just for 10-15 minutes at random points throughout the day.  



 

1st Year event in Moulton and Les Prince 

 

To engage first year students, I wanted to have an event exclusively for them that 

would highlight the fact that they are eligible to vote in this election. So far, I have 

booked out Molten Basement (EMR) and will be booking out LP soon. I have made an 

event on Facebook, so if you know anyone who lives in either buildings please invite 

them to the page! I planned on doing more residence buildings, but due to time 

constraints and a few other issues I will only be able to have an event in 2-3 residence 

buildings. We still will be putting posters up and promoting to students in residence 

regardless, I just won’t be having a physical event in their buildings. 

 

LRT Event  

 

The current status of the LRT is undetermined. We don’t know what the future 

holds in regard to the LRT, but the MSU is in favor of the project. My committee and I 

may potentially run a #YesLRT campaign towards the end of this semester or at the 

beginning of the winter term. It all depends on when the new council comes in and how 

the new PC government chooses to move forward with the project. 

 

Landlord Wiki 

 

We have a website for the Landlord Wiki!! This is very exciting as it has been in 

the works for a very long time. We won’t be releasing the name of the website just yet as 

changes may still be made to the page. Steph and I will be meeting with Oleg, the owner 

of the website, to discuss our opinion on the layout and any feedback we have on the site. 

We plan to launch at the end of this term or potentially at the start of next term.  

  

CURRENT CHALLENGES  

 

The biggest challenge I’m currently experiencing is time. Organizing my 

committee, preparing for the election, completing my platform points and balancing 

school is difficult to say the least. The learning curve is very steep, but I’m slowly getting 

used to everything and have support from my amazing committee members and Ed 

Team. 

 

VOLUNTEERS  

 

My committee is great, and I appreciate them all! They have all been engaged and 

very helpful the past few weeks and I’m excited to work with all of you. Thank you all 

for being awesome!! 

 

 

 

 

 



FINALE 

 

If you have made it this far into my report, you’re amazing and I will buy you a 

Timbit if you give me a high-5 at the next meeting! (let’s see how many people actually 

get this far). As always, any questions or concerns feel free to reach out! 

 

Best, 

 

Shemar Hackett 

Associate Vice-President: Municipal Affairs 

McMaster Students Union  

avpmunicipal@msu.mcmaster.ca  
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